Laekem* saspects awy seek tria! outside L%a 

LONDON (R) — A British lawyer advising two Libyans accused of 
bocotxnga U.S. arfmer^r Scotland in 1988 said oo Friday be may 
a trial for h* cfiems outside Britain, the United States or Libya . “I foresee 
tbe possfljffity that* bar trial could be obtained in some countries other 
than Britain, Libya or the : U.S.,” lawyer Stephen Mitchell told Sky 
television- Mr- Mitchell fflid countries where a fair trial might be held 
intended France, Egypt. Italy and Cyprus. Britain and the United States 
the two vnen were members of the Libyan intelligence service and 
were involved in the mid-air bombing of a Pan Am airliner over Lockerbie 
in Scotland which laBed 270. Lfoya denies involvement in the bombinc It 
baa refused to hand over die two suspects, Mr. Mitchell's Loudon law firm 
said he was traveffing bade from Libya where be bad been advising Libyan 
lawyers on the appmaboo of a Jan. 21 United Nations Security Council 
resohttioa de mand i n g tbe surrender of the two men. U N Secretarv- 
Gcoctal Boutros Gfaali seat an envoy to Libya on Friday with a message 
asking leader Moammar Qadhafi to clarify his position on the Lockerbie 
ana* and the September 1989 bombing of a French UTA airliner over 
Niger, which killed 171 people. 
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Abu Dhabi Initials BCC1 compensation plan 


LONDON (R) — The Abu Dhabi majority shareholders of the 
scandal-bit Bank of Credit and Commerce International (BCCI) have 
initialled an agreement on a worldwide compensation plan, liquidators 
said on Friday. Brian Smouha of Accountants Touche Ross, liquidator for 
BCCI's Luxembourg-based parent company, said if the plan was adopted, 
Abu Dhabi would pay an initial $1.7 billion and up to a maximum of J2.2 
billion to meet creditors’ claims. BCCI operations were closed down by 
regulators around the world last July following allegations of massive 
fraud. Liquidator were appointed in Luxembourg. Britain and the 
Cayman Islands last month when courts in these countries ordered the 
bank to be wound up. The Abu Dhabi proposals require court approval in 
the three countries, where the main operations of the BCCI group were 
based, as well as acceptance by creditors speaking for $7 billion. The plan 
could meet 30 to 40 per cent of claims. 
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franee says Vatican 
. . snist have say on 

!- Jerusalem 

TAQRMW^ Sicily (R) — 
-/ Tfendr Foreign Minister Roland 
' Dumas said on Friday tbe Vati- 
can should fie given a say on tbe 
farare status of Jerusalem, a 
V. yntitive issue in Middle East 
C. peace talks. “It is inconceivable 
: thattbe Vatican should not make 
B contribution on this issue,” Mr. 

Dumas told a news conference 

■ after two days of talks with his 

- | I talian counterpart Gianni de 

- hfichefis in the Sicilian resort of 
Taormina. Mr. Dumas said Mr. 
DeMicheiis agreed and the status 
of the holy oty should be tackled 
late hr the peace talks. The Vati- 
can has never recognised Israel’s 

- "amexation of east Jerusalem and 
. i its declaration of tbe boly city as 

■ : its “united arid eternal” capita]. 

■N. Korean ship 
taking Scuds to 
Syria’ 

.. NEW YORK (R) — A North 
Korean cargo ship is believed to 
. be heading for Syria carrying 
$100 million worth of Scud mis- 
i sties, the New York Times re- 
ported on Friday. The newspaper 
quoted senior' U.S. officials as 
saying the government-owned 
Dae Hung Ho left North Korea in 
early February with tbe missiles 
and was being closely watched by 
U.S. intelligence agencies. Tbe 
newspaper said the missiles, 
known as Scud-CS, were an adv- 
anced version of tbe Soviet- 
designed. ScwM) with a range of 
360 miles (575 km). It said the 
new shipment* combined with a 
North Korean shipment of 20 
anxfHes last year, would enhance 
Syria’s abffity to strike at any 
target ia IsraeL It quoted a milit- 
ary expert as saying the missiles 
were more reliable and accurate 
than the Scuds used by Iraq . 

Libya sacks 
information minister 

TRIPOLI (R) — Libya has sack- 
ed its information and culture 
minister and the training minister 
is now in charge of the depart- 
ment, officials: said in Tripoli on 
Friday. They Said Ali Mil ad Abu 
Jazia had been tired and his place 
had been fi%d on an interim 
basis by Maatouq Mohammad 
Maatouq. No reason was given 
for fbe sacking. 

. Iraq readies to 
celebrate 

president’s birthday 

'^.BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq is get- 
• T- ting ready for a national party to 
^odebrate President Saddam Hus- 

- sere’s 55th birthday on April 28. 
A committee charged with coor- 

• dSnaring celebrations met recent- 
ly in Salahiddin province, which 
includes President Saddam's 
birth place Takrit, the Baath 

- party daily AJ Thawra reported. 

•: “Festivities should match the 

t greatness of the event and the 
historic pioneering role of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein in standing 
op to enemy conspiracies and 
vicious intentions,” it said. 

c U.N. agency to 
airdrop food into 
: Afghanistan 

ROME (R) — The U.N. World 
Food Programme said on Friday 

- ffwoukj begin airdropping 200 

- tames of food this week into 
^ central Afghanistan where mas- 
sive crop failures have put 

.- thousands at risk of starvation. 
Rome-based WFP. the food 
ana of the United Nations, 
raid had roads and snow had cut 
tiff- .Overland food supply chan- 
htifc. The airdrops will back up 
.. by Iran, which has been 

* food into the region 
November, to alleviate the 

.Gfeai food situation in the Shiite 
areas around Bamyan, Uruzgan 
®id Wardak, the WFP said. 

Ubanesearmy 
seizes 735 kg of 
hashish 

BEIRUT (R) — Soldiers seized 
735 kg of hashish packed in tins 
labelled ‘Trust in God” that were 
being prepared for smuggling out 
of Lebanon, as army . sctiemeni 
said on Friday. It said soldiers 
found tire drugs on Wednesday in 
a warehouse m foe north Leba- 
non village of Mastita. They 
arrested the owner of foe ware- 
house and his partner. 
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Hizbollah resumes Katyusha attacks 
as Israel withdraws incursion force 


■ Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


All calm Israeli agents kill 
in Aloprin Gaza Palestinians 


KAFRA, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Hundreds of Hizbollah guerrillas 
streamed back into two battle- 
scarred south Lebanon villages 
on Friday and fired fresh salvoes 
of rockets at tbe Jewish state. 

Security sources in Israel, 
which pulled its troops back from 
the villages on Friday after a 
24-hour search-and-destroy op- 
eration, said a five-year-old girl 
had been killed and three rela- 
tives wounded when a rocket hit a 
bouse in northern Israel. 

They were the first direct 
casualties in Israel in rocket 
attacks launched by Hizbollah to 
avenge its leader Sheikh Abbas 
Musawi who was killed with his 
f a mil y in an Israeli helicopter 
ambush on Sunday. 

A Hizbollah leader who re- 
turned to Kafra with hundreds of 
jubilant guerrillas said the fight 
against Israel would continue. 

“We will teach them a lesson,” 
he said, using the nom de guerre 
Sheikh Abu Mostadi. "The 
Israelis were defeated in this bat- 
tle. Two dead is a big blow. We 
tell Israel we will continue the 
fight of Sheikh Abbas.” 

Israel bailed its 24-hour incur- 
sion as a success despite the 
killing of two Israeli soldiers and 
the wounding of three but it 


warned that troops would return 
if the pro-Iranian Hizbollah guer- 
rillas again fired rockets on the 
Jewish state. 

“Senior army officials hope it is 
clear to Hizbollah that it must 
stop its actions a gainst foe north- 
ern settlements,” said an Israeli 
security source. “If not, we will 
attack them again and again.” 

But the guerrillas swiftly tight- 
ened their grip on Kafra and 
Yater, Hizbollah strongholds ab- 
out two itikxnetres north of 
Israel’s self-declared security 
zone in southern Lebanon. 

The Hizbollah (party of God) 
guerrillas fired 10 Katyushas from 
hills near Kafra and Yater shortly 
after tbe Israeli troops, backed by 
36 tanks, pulled back to Israel 
and its buffer zone. 

Security sources in Lebanon 
said that salvo crashed into tbe 
25-fcro deep buffer zone north of 
the Jewish state. 

Israeli artillery and helicopter 
gunships pounded the area 
around Kafra and Yater in re- 
taliation for that attack. 

The sources said later that 
three salvoes had been fired at 
Israel and the buffer zone on 
Friday after the Israeli withdraw- 
al. 

They reported that Israel. 


which smashed past U.N. 
peacekeepers to take, the two 
villages and surrounding hills, 
was reinforcing its troops and 
tanks overlooking Hizbollah 
bases in eastern Lebanon’s Bekaa 
valley. 

Security sources said that seven 
guerrillas had been killed and 17 


wounded in the Israeli incursion. 
Two civilians were killed and 11 
were wounded. 

A U.N. spokesman said eight 
soldiers with tbe United Nations 
Interim Force in Lebanon had 
been wounded. 

(Continued mi page 6) 


Arabs, Muslims condemn; 
West urges restraint 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Arabs and Muslims on Friday 
accused Israel of terrorism be- 
cause of its military foray in 
southern Lebanon and said inter- 
national law must be enforced. 

Jordan condemns incursion 

Jordan on Thursday conde- 
mned the Israeli incursion into 
south Lebanon and called on foe 
United Nations (U.N.) Security 
Council to take the necessary 
measures to force Israel to re- 
spect its Resolution 425, calling 
for foe Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon. 

In a statement to the Jordan 


News Agency, Petra. Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber said 
the Israeli aggression was a con- 
tinuation of the Israeli aggressive 
approach, and a violation of 
Lebanon's sovereignty. Dr. Abu 
Jaber noted that the Israeli 
aggression was in complete viola- 
tion of the U.N. Security Council 
resolutions which called for a 
total Israeli withdrawal from 
Lebanon and for the respect of 
Lebanon's sovereignty. 

Dr. Abu Jaber added that 
Israel's incursion into Lebanon 
exposes the Israeli position to- 
wards the peace process, and was 
aimed at destroying the peace 
(Continued on page 6) 


Jordanian, Palestinian negotiators 
head for Washington talks today 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Palesti- 
nians will leave on Saturday for 
peace talks in Washington despite 
the latest run-in with Israel over 
delegation members, their 
spokeswoman said on Friday. 
The Jordanian team to the talks 
also leaves today. 

“We will be proceeding to 
Washington tomorrow," Han an 
Ashrawi said after telling repor- 
ters the Palestinians had received 
assurances of U.S. help in allow- 
ing four team members turned 
back by Israel to join them. 

“I got a call early this morning 
that be (U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker) will do his best to 
ensure that they will come and we 
hope that they will be able to be 
here in the next couple of days,” 
Dr. Ashrawi said. 

Israel, citing security reasons, 
barred four of the Palestinian 
team’s support staff from crossing 
into Jordan on Thursday. 

The move followed the arrest 
of two Palestinian negotiators 
and sparked threats from the 
delegation that they would recon- 
sider leaving for Washington if 
the four were not allowed to join 
the team in Jordan on Friday. 

But a PLO official said tbe 
Palestinians would attend the 
Arab-Israeli talks whether or not 


tbe four were allowed to leave. 

The four, like the two arrested 
men and many Palestinians in the 
occupied territories, are suppor- 
ters of PLO chief Yasser Arafat’s 
mainstream Fateh group, Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

Israel bans contact with the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, which it calls a terrorist 
organisation bent on its destruc- 
tion. Most Palestinians view the 
PLO, which has a major back- 
stage part m tbe talks, as their 
representative. 

Dr. Ashrawi said the incident 
highlighted tbe need for interna- 
tional protection for the Palesti- 
nians. 

“We will try not to succumb to 
Israel provocation and pressure 
but at the same time we do need 
intervention,” Dr. Ashrawi said 
after a five-hour delay leaving the 
occupied territories on Thursday. 

“This just drives borne our 
message that the Palestinian de- 
legation is constantly facing more 
and more pressure ... to the point 
where our work is going to be- 
come absolutely impossible," she 
said. 

Team members on Friday were 
meeting their Jordanian partners 
in tbe peace talks to prepare for 
negotiations on interim self-rule 


for the Palestinians. 

The Palestinians will also press 
for a halt to Israeli settlement in 
the occupied territories and urge 
Washington not to guarantee 
loans to help the Jewish stale 
settle immigrants. 

Members of the Jordanian de- 
legation to the Middle East peace 
talks Fayez Tarawneh Friday said 
that Jordan's participation m the 
forthcoming peace talks in 
Washington emanated from Jor- 
dan’s firm principles. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Dr. Taraw- 
neh said the concept of a compre- 
hensive, just and durable peace, 
that Jordan believes in and strives 
to achieve, means dearly the 
implementation of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions that provide 
for total Israeli withdrawal from 
the occupied Arab territories, 
recognition of tbe rights of the 
Palestinian people to self- 
determination, and respect of all 
international charters and con- 
ventions on the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

Dr. Tarawneh added that the 
whole world recognised the 
Arab’s genuine desire and total 
commitment to work for the 
establishment of peace based on 
justice. The world also recognises 


Israel’s continuous attempts to 
foil the peace march by placing 
obstacles in the face of foe peace 
efforts. 

In reference to Israeli incursion 
into south Lebanon Thursday and 
the escalation of its oppressive 
measures against Palestinians in 
foe occupied Arab territories, in- 
ducting the arrest of two mem- 
bers of the Palestinian delegation 
to foe Washington peace talks. 
Dr. Tarawneh said Israel was 
creating a negative atmosphere 
ahead of foe bilateral peace talks, 
starting in Washington Monday. 
He added that foe Arab delega- 
tions were determined to pursue 
the search for peace despite foe 
Israelis practices. 

Tbe Palestinians on Friday met 
Dter Turkman, head of the Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA) and asked for help 
during interim self-rule foe two 
million Palestinians hope to 
achieve from peace talks. 

“The role of UNRWA becom- 
es very important in all areas 
since under occupation we have 
been prevented from developing 
our own independent institu- 
tions,” Dr. Ashrawi told repor- 

(Continued on page 6) 


in Algeria 

ALGIERS (R) — Paramilitary 
gendarmes patrolled foe rain- 
swept streets of Algiers in two- 
vehicle convoys during mass Mus- 
lim prayers on Friday in an un- 
usually low-key display of secur- 
ity after weeks of unrest. 

The prayers, which have been 
the signal for fundamentalist un- 
rest in past weeks, seemed to 
have passed off peacefully. 

Fundamentalists dispersed 
quietly from foe Sunna mosque in 
the major FIS bastion of Bab Al 
Oued. Three riot police vehicles 
left before prayers ended. 

Algiers Radio reported calm 
throughout foe country, now 
under a state of emergency im- 
posed on Feb. 9. 

Over foe past two weeks au- 
thorities have sent in troops and 
other security forces well ahead 
of prayers to combat trouble. 

At least 50 people were killed 
and 300 wounded earlier this 
month in clashes between Islamic 
Salvation From militants deman- 
ding an Islamic state and foe 
return of elections cancelled as 
the fundamentalists were poised 
for power. 

Earlier on Friday, only occa- 
sional security patrols were seen 
in almost empty streets near FIS 
strongholds. 

“I think all the people have 
gone on strike against ‘war’. They 
are scared and confused, and in 
any case they have no leaders 
now/’ said one native of Bel- 
court, where a single riot police 
car was stationed. 

Algeria’s rulers said this week 
5.000 people had been interned in 
detention camps after being 
seized for suspected involvement 
in clashes. 

Hundreds more have been 
arrested and taken before courts, 
with scores jailed for between 
two months and three years. 

In an interview with French 
television on Thursday night, 
Mohammad Boudiaf, head of foe 
five-man presidency, said he re- 
gretted that each Friday had 
brought a “mass of uncertainty” 
but believed “this Friday will be 
like all other Fridays: calm.” 

Mr. Boudiaf, chairman of 
Algeria’s five-man presidency, 
said he hoped foe recent violence 
in his country would end quickly 
and the state of emergency could 
soon be lifted. 

“I hope that with a return to 
calm this emergency situation will 
not last,” Mr. Boudiaf told 
French television Antenne 2. 

“I hope this exceptional situa- 
tion does not last and that we 
enter an era of democracy and 
debate.” 

Ibrahimi in 
Saudi Arabia 

Meanwhile Foreign Minister 
Lakhdar Ibrahimi. seeking finan- 
cial assistance from Gulf Arab 
countries, arrived in Riyadh on 
Friday on his second visit to Saudi 
Arabia in less than a week. 


Washington talks heading for showdown 
following Israeli military escalation 


By I -amis K- Andoni 

AS ISRAEL threatened to 
posh back into Lebanon after 
its Thursday invasion, Arab 
and Israel negotiators — sche- 
duled io resume talks in 
Washington Monday — appear 
to be heading for foe most 
serious showdown since the 
beginning of the Middle East 
peace process last October. 

While the Arabs will most 
certainly demand a halt to 
Israeli settlements and an 
Israeli commitment to the prin- 
ciple of withdrawal from the 
occupied Arab territories there 
are no signs that Israel wul 
budge on any of these major 
substantive issues. 

Israel’s invasion of South 
Lebanon on the eve of tbe 
third round of bilateral talks 
has been viewed by Arab offi- 
cials as a dear message that 
Israel wants to instil l its 
occupation of the Arab terri- 
tories in the minds of Arabs as 
a fait accompli. 

The Israeli invasion was also 
an indication, from the Arabs* 
view point, that the peace pro- 


cess has not and will not deter 
Israel from pursuing any land 
of action, inducting the viola- 
tion of the sovereignty of 
another country involved in 
foe talks, that will enable it to 
keep the occupied territories. 

Although die Israeli inva- 
sion mainly targeted stron- 
- ghoids of the Lebanese Shiite 

Hizbollah movement, the 
move was also a warning to 
both Syria and foe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) that Tel Aviv will not 
tolerate military activities that 
will challenge it; security in- 
terests in South Lebanon. 

A combination of U.S. poli- 
tical pressure and constraint 
exercised by Syria are believed 
to have saved the peace pro- 
cess from collapsing as a result 
of the Israeli invasion. 

The U.S. has steered away 
from criticising Israel but con- 
fined its statements to rejecting 
violence by all sides — a posi- 
tion that could translate, Arab 
analysts say, into the U.S. 
asking for a halt of violence on 
all sides at next week’s talks or 
probably raising the issue of a 


Sryian withdrawal from Leba- 
non. 

Although the recent military 
dashes could refocus the atten- 
tion on security issues, that are 
supposed to be dealt with at 
the multilateral talks, the Arab 
sides are determined to pre- 
vent Israel from avoiding 
addressing substantive issues at 
the negotiating table. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

If Israel insisted on raising 
— whether at the talks or in 
the media — tbe issue of vio- 
lence, foe Arab delegations, 
wiD seek to refocus the atten- 
tion oo what they view as foe 
root of the problem, i.e. the 
Israeli occupation of Arab ter- 
ritories. 

Since the beginning of the 
peace talks Israel has avoided 
any public or private commit- 
ment to an Israeli withdrawal 
based on the principle of ex- 
changing land for peace, as 
stipulated in Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338. 

Consequently, there is an 


emerging consensus among 
Arab officials that if the U.S., 
tbe major sponsor of foe talks, 
did not pressure Israel at the 
next round of talks to adhere 
to the agreed upon principles, 
the process is becoming 
meaningless. 

According to well informed 
Arab sources, tbe U.S. last 
week implied to the Arab par- 
ties that its “quiet diplomacy” 
has made headway rewards 
solving the issue of settlements 
and that it will assume an 
active role to ensure the suc- 
cess of foe peace process. No 
more details were available 
and it remains unclear how for 
tbe U.S. is ready to go on 
pressuring Israel to budge. 

That is not to say that most 
Arab officials has pinned great 
hopes right from the beginning 
of the peace process that it will 
lead to speedy results including 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied territories. 

The least most Arab officials 
and analysts anticipated, 
however, was a deescalation, if 
not an end of Israeli practices 
against the Palestinians in tbe 


occupied territories and a be- 
ginning of substantive talks 
based on United Nations 
Security Council resolutions. 

What happened since foe 
beginning of foe process was 
exactly the opposite. Israel has 
practically stepped up its iron 
fist policy in foe occupied terri- 
tories, expanded settlement 
building, raised rejectionist 
rhetoric and finally went into 
south Lebanon after a series of 
air raids in which foe leader of 
Hizbollah, Sheikh Abbas 
Musawi, was killed. 

Although the Arab parties 
concerned have condemned 
foe Israeli actions, they have 
not — at least so far — reacted 
by boycotting tbe negotiations. 
The Arab attitude, it appears, 
is aimed at depriving the 
Israelis the opportunity to get 
away from the peace talks 
without addressing the main 
issues at stake. 

It is clear, however, that 
while the Arabs are pressing 
the issues of occupation and 
settlement on top of foe agen- 

( Continued on page 6) 


OCCUPIED GAZA (Agencies) 
— Undercover Israeli forces shot 
dead a Palestinian man in foe 
occupied Gaza Strip who was 
long sought by the army for 
alleged armed attacks against sus- 
pected Arab informers and 
Israelis, Palestinians said on Fri- 
day. 

Palestinians said the Israelis 
killed Imad Al Jbour at foe Khan 
Yunis refugee camp when he 
tried to shoot at them when they 
raided his hideout on Thursday 
night. They said Jbour had been 
armed with two pistols. 

Also Friday, a West Bank 
Palestinian stabbed four Soviet 
immigrants in a shopping street in 
a central Israeli town, killing one 
and wounding three, police said. 

The assailant had nationalist 
motives, but apparently acted 
alone, police said. “He wanted to 
hurt Jews," said police spokes* 
woman Tami Paul-Cohen. 

Bystanders struggled with the 
attacker and one fired twice with 
a pistol, wounding him seriously 
in foe chest, Ms. Paul-Cohen 
said. 

A witness said bystanders hit 
foe assailant after he was shot. 

“I saw foe man who had been 
shot lying on foe ground sur- 
rounded by people hitting him so 
I said “he ; s been shot you don't 
have to hit him.” foe witness. 
Aharon Zal, told Israel army 
radio. 

The assailant was arrested. The 
attack occurred in Kfar Saba, a 
town about 15 kilometres north- 
east of Tel Aviv. 


The immigrants, two men and 
two women, were walking along a 
busy shopping street in Kfar Saba 
when foe Palestinian attacked 
them, the police spokeswoman 
said. 

One woman was knifed in the 
back and late~ died of her wounds 
at Kfar Saba's Meir hospital, said 
Ms. Paul-Cohen. The other 
three, including the dead 
woman's father. were reported in 
moderate condition. 

Police commander Asef Hefetz 
said foe assailant was a man from 
Qalqilya, a West Bank town ab- 
out two kilometres east of Kfar 
Saba. 

Mr. Hefetz praised foe bystan- 
ders for halting the attack. “The 
fact that they used foe tools they 
lawfully hold... contained the in- 
cident a lot. He could have in this 
situation stabbed more people,” 
Mr. Hefetz said. 

Many Israelis cany handguns. 
Ms. Paul-Cohen said police de- 
ployed extra patrols in the area to 
prevent revenge attacks on 
Palestinians. 

In Qalqiliya, a suspected 
Palestinian collaborator opened 
fire on other Palestinians stoning 
his car. killing Jamal Mahmoud 
Hasayen. 32. Palestinian repor- 
ters said. 

The army confirmed foe death, 
and said police were investigat- 
ing. 

In Gaza City, dozens of follow- 
ers of foe Muslim fundamentalist 
Hamas movement stoned troops 

(Continued on page 61 


Obey says Israelis must 
stop settlements before 
loan guarantees 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The chairman of a House sub- 
committee took aim Friday at 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, saying the United States 
should not approve S10 billion in 
loan guarantees to advance foe 
agenda of Israeli hard-liners. 

“I do not feel any particular 
obligation ... to enforce foe agen- 
da of any set of Israeli politicians 
within their own country,” said 
Rep. David Obey as Congress 
opened its first public debate on 
the loan guarantee issue. 

While he did not name Mr. 
Shamir, Mr. Obey's comment 
was an obvious reference to foe 
policy of foe prime minister and 
others who view increasing settle- 
ments in the lands Israel has 
occupied since 1967 as foe key to 
their nation's future. 

The United States opposes foe 
settlements as an obstacle to Mid- 
dle East peace, and foe Bush 
administration is seeking a freeze 
on settlement activity as a pre- 
condition to guaranteeing loans 
that will be used to resettle Soviet 
Jews in Israel. 

U.S. taxpayers already oppose 
foreign aid and “are in no mood 
to support these guamatees.” 
said Mr. Obey, chairman of foe 
House Appropriation Foreign 
Subcommittee. 

“If we are to move in foe teeth 
of that taxpayer concern.” he 
said, “we had better be sure there 


is an absolute and demonstrated 
need” for foe money and that it is 
provided “in foe context of 
(Israeli) policy that is consistent 
with American interests and poli- 
cy.” 

He portrayed himself as “a 
skeptical loan officer on behalf of 
U.S. taxpayers,” noting that foe 
United States already gives aid 
and other benefits amounting to 
$928 for each man, woman and 
child in Israel. 

Despite that aid, Israel has 
increased its settlement popula- 
tion in the West Bank alone more 
than threefold since 1983, to a 
current level of about 104,000, he 
said. 

Mr. Obey's foreign aid approp- 
riations subcommittee and its 
Senate counterpart are the first to 
deal with foe loan guarantees, 
perhaps foe most volatile foreign 
policy issue to hit Congress this 
year. 

Mr. Obey said be supports 
President Bush’s efforts to get 
Israel first to freeze construction 
in foe occupied terrorities, which 
foe Stare Department defines as 
foe West Bank, foe Gaza Strip, 
foe Golan Heights and east Jeru- 
salem. 

Israel has asked foe United 
States to guarantee $10 billion in 
commercial loans re help build 
housing, roads and other facilities 
and provide training for tens of 
thousands of immigrating Jews. 


Shamir-Rabin battle begins 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir and new 
Labour Party challenger Yitzhak 
Rabin began their fight for foe 
June general election on Friday 
after each secured his party’s 
leadership. 

The differences between the 
two old rivals were immediately 
apparent, although Mr. Rabin, a 
former defence minister and 
army chief, muted his criticism of 
Israel’s incursion into Lebanon. 

Mr. Shamir, in a rhetoric- 
packed victory speech after his 
re-election as Likud leader, 
pledged to strengthen security 
and fill the “biblical" land of 
Israel with tire world’s Jews. 

Mr. Rabin, buoyant after 
elbowing aside Shimon Peres 
from his 15 years at the Labour 
Party helm, promised to return 
part of that land to Arabs in 
return for peace. 

Mr. Shamir. 76, was combative 
after easily fending off two Likud 
rivals in a vote on Thursday. 

He won 46.4 per cent of the 
ballot at a party convention, de- 


feating Foreign Minister David 
Levy who won 31.2 per cent and 
Housing Minister Ariel Sharon 
who got 22.3 per cent. 

But he admitted he faced a 
hard battle against Mr. Rabin, 
69, who regained foe Labour 
leadership on Wednesday from 
Mr. Peres. 

“We will have to fight," Mr. 
Shamir told reporters. 

Mr. Rabin, whose tough stance 
on the Palestinian intifada and 
defence marks him out as a hawk 
in the leftist Labour Party, is seen 
as a stronger challenger to Mr. 
Shamir than Mr. Peres in a coun- 
try that has shifted to the right. 

Opinion polls before this 
week’s party leadership elections 
consistently showed Likud ahead 
of Labour but Mr. Rabin has not 
yet bad time to make his mark on 
an electorate which pollsters con- 
tend is eageV for peace. 

Mr. Shamir told party faithful 
tbe road to peace passed through 
strengthened security and the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Security Council urged to make 
Iraq improve human rights record 


GENEVA (AP) — A special 
U.N. investigator last week urged 
the Security Council to increase 
pressure on Iraq to improve its 
abysmal human rights record. 

“Scarcely a day passes without 
executions or hangings. In such a 
situation mere condemnations 
ate not enough," Max Van Der 
Stoel told (be U.N. Human 
.Rights Commission. 

The former Dutch foreign 
Minister said permanent U.N. 
human rights monitors in the 
country would offer “some pro- 
tection to the thousands who are 
now in constant danger.” 

The dispatch of a monitoring 
team, similar to the U.N. chemic- 
al weapons inspectors combing 
Iraq, was one of the main recom- 
mendations in Van Der Stoel's 


damning report to the commis- 
sion. 

Hie report was oik of the 
hardset-hitting U.N. human 
rights documents ever published. 
It said the scale of violations was 
almost without parallel since 
atrocities committed by Adolf 
Hitler in the World War II. 

Van Der Stoel, who was 
appointed last year as the U.N. 
special investigator on Iraq, spent 
six days in the country last 
month. He also met with refugees 
outside Iraq, some of whom still 
bore torture marks. 

Iraq denounced the report as 
part of a Western-o r chestrated 
political smear campaign. 

“Iraq strongly rejects this re- 
port in detail and as a whole,” 
Iraqi chief delegate Mohammad 


A] Douri told the 53-member 
Human Rights Commission. 

“We also reject the recom- 
mendations and conclusions 
reached and wish to declare that 
we totally question the veracity, 
the objectivity and neutrality of 
the report.” 

Van Der Stoel later told a news 
conference that Iraq's flagrant 
and massive rights abuses 
violated a U.N. Security Council 
resolution which last year 
ordered an immediate halt to 
Iraqi repression as it threatened 
international peace and security 
in the region. 

He said an Iraqi refusal to 
accept rights monitors would in- 
dicate that repression would con- 
tinue. 


Bomb explosion kills 1, 
injures 19 in Istanbul 


ISTANBUL, Turkey (AP) — A 
bomb exploded at Istanbul’s 
chamber of commerce on Thurs- 
day, lolling one person and injur- 
ing 19, some seriously, the gov- 
ernor's office announced. 

Initial police and news reports 
had put the death toil at two dead 
and 20 injured. 

The governor’s office said the 
explosion occ ur red in the base- 
ment of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, one floor under a hall 
where an awards ceremony was in 
progress. 

The chamber is located on the 
European coast of this city, at the 
mouth of the Golden Horn, an 
inlet of the Bosporus straits. 

Istanbul's police chief Necdet 
Menzir said the blast was caused 
by a powerful time bomb placed 
in an attache case. 

He said several people were 
taken into custody. 

The semi-official Anatolia 
news agency identified the dead 
victim as Nesrin Ortayakali. It 
did not identify her further. 

Authorities quoted witnesses 
as saying that two people were 
seen planting the briefcase near 


the counters at the chamber's 
registration office in the base- 
ment of the building. 

Shortly after the explosion, 
anonymous calls to local news- 
papers claimed responsibility in 
the name of the outlawed Kur- 
dish Labour Party, or PKK, and 
the Kurdish revenge units, 
another guerrilla group. 

The minister of easterns and 
finance, Sumer Oral, was sche- 
duled to attend the ceremony. 
But he switched plans to attend a 
cabinet meeting in Ankara. Ana- 
tolia reported. 

It was not immediately known 
whether the bomb had been 
aimed at Oral, officials said. 

Prime Minister Suleyman De- 
mirel condemned the attackers. 

“No matter who (they are) or 
where they originate from, our 
state cannot be expected to toler- 
ate attacks of this nature aimed at 
our democracy,” he said. 

“Those who aim at destroying 
the atmosphere of peace and 
security of our nation will realise 
that they cannot reach their 
target through force, violence or 
terror. ” 


Two weeks ago, four assailants 
killed an Istanbul state security 
court prosecutor, his driver and 
bodyguard. The incident fol- 
lowed the murder of four police 
officials in Istanbul and another 
officer in the southern city of 
Adana. 

The attack in Adana was 
claimed by Dev- Sol. The group 
claimed the murders last year of 
several retired generals. It also 
claimed responsibility for attacks 
on three U.S. citizens in Turkey 
during and after the Guff war. 

Last month, a bomb in Istan- 
bul’s famed covered bazaar killed 
one person and wounded five 
others. In December, 12 people 
were killed in a fire caused by 
firebombs in a department store. 

Both incidents were claimed by 
the PKK which has been waging a 
guerrilla war since 1984 for an 
independent Marxist Kurdish 
state in southeastern Turkey 
where the borders of Iran, Iraq 
and Syria converge. 

More than 3,000 people, in- 
cluding civilians, soldiers and in- 
surgents have been killed in the 
insurgency. 


Iraq should 

cooperate 

before 

sanctions 

lifted 

MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — Iraq 
must agree to comply with U.N. 
resolutions on long-term moni- 
toring of its arms industries be- 
fore a world trade embargo is 
lifted, a senior U.N. envoy said 
before heading for Baghdad on 
Friday. 

“I don’t say it is the only 
prerequisite but it is quite ob- 
vious discussion of lifting of sanc- 
tions cannot be seriously enter- 
tained if Iraq does not comply ... 
what we are focusing on now is 
future compliance,” Rolf Ekens 
told reporters in Bahrain. 

Ekeus, bead of the U.N. spe- 
cial commission charged with 
scrapping Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction, left for Baghdad with 
the first U.N. team charged with 
supervising the destruction of 
weapons production facilities. 

Another 26-member team of 
U.N. e x perts also headed for Iraq 
to begin the hazardous task of 
destroying leaking chemical 
munitions at a damaged Iraqi 
bunker on Saturday. 

The Security Council issued a 
statement on Wednesday warning 
Iraq of serious consequences if it 
did not folly comply with U.N. 
resolutions on eliminating its che- 
mical, nuclear and biological 
weapons programmes and future 
monitoring. 

Iraq has flatly refused to accept 
U.N. plans for monitoring of its 
weapons programmes, saying 
they were intrusive and violated 
U.N. Charter provisions on in- 
terfering in the affairs of a mem- 
ber nation. 

Ekeus, who will spend three 
days in Baghdad, declined to 
elaborate on consequences if Iraq 
continued to reject U.N. (emu. 

“We will talk with the Iraqi 
leadership on what we have in 
mind ... I expect that they will see 
the daylight,’* he said. 

“It hope that Iraq will see it is 
now politically isolated ... so it 
would be to the advantage of Iraq 
to cooperate," he said. 


Shamir re- elected party chief, 
now Rabin is the challenge 


By Marcus EUason 

The Associated Press 

TEL AVIV, Israel — Having 
won bis party’s nomination for 
prime minister, Yitzhak Shamir 
now faces the tougher challenge 
of beating war hero Yitzhak 
Rabin in the June 23 general 
election. 

With Mr. Shamir's solid victory 
over two challengers at a party 
meeting Thursday night, the 
scene was set for an election 
likely to dictate the course of 
Mideast peace talks. 

Until now, Mr. Shamir was 
assured by the polls of being 
re-elected. Bat Mr. Rabin’s suc- 
cess in unseating Shimon Peres as 
leader of the opposition Labour 
Party dramatically changed the 
outlook. 

The battle between the two 
Yitzhaks pits a prickly hard-line 
ideologue — Shamir — against 
the dour, pragmatic and basically 
dovish Rabin. 

Mr. Rabin, who turns 70 on 
March 1, differs little from Mr. 
Peres on the Arab-Israeli ques- 
tion. He favours trading land for 
peace, believes Jewish settle- 
ments in the occupied territories 
aren't helping the process, and 
has promised to give the occupied 
Palestinian populace self- 
government within nine months 
of being elected. 

Yet as a former general and the 

defence min ister who fought the 



Yitzhak Rabin 

Palestinian uprising, he has 
enough steel in his image to 
appeal to the wavering Likud 
voters who may make the differ- 
ence on June 23. 

Both Yitzhaks will have to 
cope with disunity in the party 
ranks. Mr. Peres may be ousted, 
but he leads a large constituency 
reared on his epic 17-year feud 
with Mr. Rabin. 

The discord in Likud was evi- 
dent at the central committee 
vote that nominated Mr. Shamir. 

The 76-year-otd prime Minister 
won 46.4 per cent of the 2,769 
votes, well ahead of Foreign 
Minister David Levy and Hous- 
ing Minister Ariel Sharon. 

But neither challenger took de- 
feat quietly. Mr. Levy, in an 
emotional speech, argued that 
given his 31.2 per cent against the 
pro-Shamir party machine, he. 


Yitzhak Shamir 
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was in fact the strongest single 
force in Likud. He quickly served 
notice that his camp would de- 
mand its share of the post- 
election spoils. 

Mr. Sharon, also a former 
genera], played on security, the 
issue most sensitive ot Israelis, 
portraying himself as the only 
man capable of dealing with Arab 
attacks. His argument was well- 
timed, coming in the midst of a 
fresh violence on Israel’s border 
with Lebanon. 

Mr. Levy is a champion of the 
U.S. -sponsored peace talks, 
while Mr. Sharon fiercely 
opposes them, so Thursday’s vote 
could be read to mean Likud 
sentiment is leaning to the peace . 


process. 

But it could also reflect ethnic 
politics. Moroccan-born Levy’s 
power base is among the Sephar- 
dim, Jews of Middle Eastern des- 
cent, who are a major Likud 
constituency. 

If Mr. Rabin cannot defeat Mr. 
Shamir, be stands a good chance 
of forcing a stalemate that would 
leave Mr. Shamir no choice but to 
invite Labour into a coalition. 

That happened after the tied 
1984 election, and Mr. Rabin got 
the defence portfolio while Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Shamir rotated the 
premiership. 

Mr. Shamir has little fondness 
for Mr. Peres, but he respects 
Mr. Rabin's judgment, and may 
let him play the role of deadlock- 
breaker in logjams in the peace 
talks. 

The Arab World would prob- 
ably welcome a Rabin victory, 
but it will not find him a pushov- 
er. Mr. Rabin staunchly opposes 
the Palestinians’ goal of state- 
hood. He is willing to comprom- 
ise on territory, but refuses to 
yield all the territories his army 
captured in the 1967 Mideast war. 

As a former ambassador to 
Washington. Mr. Rabin is more 
attuned than Mr. Shamir to the 
sensitivities of U.S. diplomacy. 
His expertise will be useful in the 
difficult negotiations ahead for 
U.S. loan guarantees to help cre- 
ate jobs and homes for the Jewish 
immigrants pouring into Israel. 


Promised majlis first major 
political change in decades 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) — 
After decades of promises. King 
Fahd is expected within days to 
anno unce the formation of a con- 
sultative council, the first step by 
the AJ-Saud dynasty toward shar- 
ing its absolute power. 

The king pledged during the 
Gulf war to establish the majlis 
Al-Sbura. as it is known in 
Arabic, and hinted at a more 
dearly defined constitution. 

Most Saudis believe the move 
will be the most profound change 
to emerge from the conflict that 
ended with Iraq’s defeat. 

The war. with the unpre- 
cedented presence of hundreds of 
thousands of non-Muslim troops 
bn Saudi soil, put the Saudi lead- 
ership under new pressure for 
chan ge in a theocratic society that 
has traditionally been dosed to 
outsiders. 

The majlis “is one of the most 
important effects of the war. It 
will make a real structural 
change," said Abdel Khaiaq 
Abdul Hay, a political science 
professor at King Saud Universi- 
ty- 

No one expects to call what 
emerges democracy. But many 
hope for more freedom of speech 
and other baric rights, such as an 
independent judiciary. General 
prescriptions in the Koran, the 
Muslim holy book, are now consi- 
dered to be the constitution. 

Many Saudis hope it will ease 
the tension between religious 


groups, who oppose liberalisa- 
tion, and more secular technoc- 
rats which has escalated sharply 
since the war. 

The king has been guarded 
about his plans, promising only 
that the announcement would 
come before the start of the 
fasting month of Ramadan Mar. 
3. 

Most Saudis are focussing on 
Monday, Feb. 24, the king’s 10th 

anniversary on the throne. 

Royal princes refuse to specu- 
late on die changes. But Saudis 
think it could be anything from a 
small step — a council of retired 
officials and senior Muslim 
clergymen with no real clout — to 
the most sweeping changes in 
government since King Abdul 
Aziz A1 Saud unified the desert 
tribes to create the state in 1932. 

That could indude a majlis 
with the power to review ministe- 
rial decisions, regional councils in 
the gov eram entes, breaking the 
larger governo rates into smaller, 
more manageable units and 
changes in a cabinet that has 
remained virtually unchanged for 
almost two decades. 

Whatever the changes, Saudis 
and diplomats say it will be the 
first step toward turning a loose 
family-oriented tribal system into 
a formal government more sorted 
to the kingdom’s role in the 
world. 

“Internally foe biggest reform 
needed is to develop a more 


' * 



King Fahd 

consultative political system," 
said Ahmed A1 Tweijeri, dean of 
education at King Saud Universi- 
ty- 

“At present, if s more personal 
than systemised. The coming 
changes will be a good first step." 

King Abdel Aziz had a con- 
sultative council through the ear- 
ly 1950s that was gradually re- 
placed by the cabinet. King Faisal 
mentioned resurrect in g the body 
when he came to the thrown in 
1964, as did Fahd in 1982. 

He even had a co un cil building 
constructed in Riyadh, but foe 
assembly itself never material- 
ised. 

Fahd gave e hint of what was 
coming last week to the Lebanese 


Arabic weekly A1 Hawadctft, Ms 
only public statement. 

He said Majlis members “wffl. 
God willing, be from among foqfr 
elite of tbe citizens and of a high* 
intellectual caliber who wiH help 
us by considering matters that 
need opinion and foresight.” 

He said that the majlis decree 
would be coupled with a system 
for the provinces, but (fid not 
indicate whether elections wodd 
be involved. 

None of tbe Arab world’s 21 
states have completely free elec- 
tions, although Kuwait and Ye- 
men have announced open par- 
liamentary votes for the fall. 

Egypt and Jordan have * 
semblance of democracy, wide 
Algeria is in the process of 
smashing tbe Islamic party tint 
won the first round of its free 
elections. 

The Ai Saud power is anti- 
mi ted, and many see the delay in 
implementing change in a TehidA>‘ 
ance by the royal family to define 
what it controls and where the 
public can have a voice. 

Some of the more zealous refi- 
gious groups oppose the move. 

“I hope to God there will be no 
majlis,” said a fundamentalist 
English teacher who would only 
allow reporters to idenitify him 
by his first name, Bakr. 

“They’ll put in secular men 
who wiU work against Islam, who 
want the country to be more like 
foe United States or Europe.” 


Soldier 
receives 
$15,000 gift 
from Swiss 
woman 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A 
Swiss woman who comforted an 
American soldier recovering 
from a severe injury during foe 
Guff war has contributed 515,000 
to help him attend college. 

Gabriels Thomas first came to 
the aid of ArmjSpc. Alddes 
Robledo in a German hospital 
several days after he stepped on 
an Iraqi land mine and lost his left 

leg- 

“I was afraid my mother would 
really take it bad, as far as my 
getting hurt,” said Robledo, 24. 
“She explained to me that 
mothers all over are the same 
way. They always love their chil- 
dren no matter what. She set me 
at ease.’’ 

While in the hospital, Robledo 
pledged to make something of bis 
life using his mind. 

“He told me,” I still have my 
brain. 111 develop my brain.” Ms. 
Thomas said. 

Ms. Thomas decided to help 
him do that. She began collecting 
donations for Robledo's educa- 
tion at her antique shot. 

News reports about her cam- 
paign helped boost donations. 
Wednesday, during a ceremony 
outside Brooke Army Medical 
Centre in San Antonio, Ms. Tho- 
mas gave Robledo a check for 
515,000. 

“In spite of our neutrality as a 
nation, our hearts have never 
been neutral or alone,” she said. 

Robledo, who has retired from 
the army, said he is finally ready 
to return to a normal life after 14 
operations on his leg and man- 
gled left arm. 

He plans to finish an under- 
graduate degree in political scien- 
ce and then use tbe donation 
from Ms. Thomas to study law at 
St. Army’s University in San 
Antonio. 

The McAllen native said help 
from Ms. Thomas and many 
others helped sustain him 
through die ordeal. 


U.N. envoy to visit Libya on air crashes 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Secretary-General Boutros 
Ghali Friday was expected to 
send an envoy to Libya with a 
message asking Colonel Muam- 
mar Qadhafi to clarify his posi- 
tion on two airline bombings, a 
U.N. spokesman said on Thurs- 
day. 

Mr. Ghali, an Egyptian, is 
evidently making a last-ditch 
effort to head off threatened 
sanctions against Libya planned 
by foe United States, Britain and 
France.'' 1 ' 

Vasiliy Safronchuk/the- under- ' 
secretary general for Security 
Council Affairs, will cany -foe 
letter from the secretary-general 
seeking “further clarification of 
previous Libyan proposals to 
solve the controversy,” he said. 

Mr. Safronchuk will arrive in 
Tripoli on Saturday and is “tenta- 
tively scheduled” to meet Col. 
Qadhafi, he added. 

The United States and Britain 
have demanded Libya hand over 
two agents under indictmeat for 
the midair bombing of Pan Am 
Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land, in December 1988 in which 
270 people perished. France 


wants Libya to produce four 
agents for an investigation on the 
bombing of a French UTA airline 
in September 1989 over Niger 
which killed 171 people. 

Libya earlier this month said it 
would cooperate with France 
through the proper mechanisms 
but no one was certain if this 
meant the agents would be 
allowed to appear before an in- 
vestigating magistrate in Parts. 

On the Lockerbie crash. Col 
Qadhafi said be wanted Mr. Gha- 
li to create a ‘‘mechanism '’-fopr- 
U.S. and .British demands. 

.Mr. Gtjafi was expected to ask 
whether mechanisms- meant foe 
United Nations 'should take cus- 
tody of the accused before turn- 
ing them over the countries in- 
volved. If this were not foe case, 
he was expected to say that 
Libya’s proposals fell short of 
council demands, diplomats said. 

Mr. Safronchuk is expected to 
remain in Libya no more than 
three days, thereby forcing an 
immediate reply or returning to 
say there was no response, diplo- 
mats said. 

Judge threatens to resign 

Meanwhile, the judge beading 


Libya's investigation of the PanJ 1 
Am Flight 103 bombing said 
Thursday he will resign, possibly 
ending Tripoli’s inquiry. 

Supreme Court Judge Ahmed 
El -Tahir AJ-Zawi said his deci- 
sion was prompted by questions 
about his integrity, British and 
U.S. refusal to provide evidence, 
and Libyan government attempts 
to circumvent the judkaary and 
reach a compromise to avoid 
U.N. sanctions. 

Mr. Al-Zawi said in an inter- 
view he doubted another judge 
would accept the post. He added 
his departure could effectively 
end the Libyan investigation. 

Britain and the United States 
have accused two men identified 
as Libyan intelligence agents of 
the December 1988 bombing of 
Pan Am Flight 103. They demand 
Libya surrender the men for trial 
or face U.N. sanctions. f 

Libya, which has no extradition 
treaty with the two countries, has 
refused to hand over tbe suspects. 

Tripoli presents its investiga- 
tion as proof if takes the accusa- 
tions seriously. The judge's res- 
ignation could undercut hs cam- 
paign to forestall sanctions. 


Incidents against Arab- Americans 
increase, report says 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Hate 
crimes against Arab- Americans 
increased dramatically in 1991, 
largely because of the Gulf war, 
the American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee said 
Thursday 

The report followed a similar 
survey by the Anti -Defamation 
League of B’nai B’ritfa, which 
logged a record number of anti- 
Jewisb incidents during the year. 
The group also linked a surge in 
incidents to foe war. 

The Arab group listed 119 hate 
crimes last year, compared with 
39 tbe year before. 

“A dramatic increase was re- 
corded in acts involving actual 
physical violence such as arson, 
bombings, and physical assaults 
as Arab- Americans again became 
convenient scapegoats for a small 
minority of individual seeking to 


vent their fears and frustrations,” 
said Albert Mofchiber, committee 
chairman, at a news conference. 

Mi. Mokhiber , a Washington 
area lawyer who says four genera- 
tions of his own family fo ugh t 
with U.S. forces, said there is 
concern that renewed Arab- 
Israeli violence in Lebanon could 
lead to more hate crimes a gains t 
Arab- Americans. 

He said that perpetrators re- 
mained unknown in nearly all of 
the incidents. Of 70 cases investi- 
gated by authorities last year, 
only one was solved, he said. 

Inci den ts listed in the re po r t 
range from minor vandalism and 
threatening phone calls to the' 
bombing of businesses and homes 
owned by Arabs. 

_ Mr. Mokhiber offered no sta- 
tistical comparison of incidents 
involving the 2.5 million to 3 


million Arab- Americans wit 
other group. 

The Anti- Defamation L< 
report, released Feb 
accounted for 1,879 anti-Ji 
incidents, an 11 per cent inc 
over its 1990 report. 

, . The Jewish- American po 
tion is estimated at 6 mi 
which would indicate far 
incidents per capital ag 
Jewtsb-Americans than i 
Americans. It was not t 
however, whether both gj 
psed the same criteria for fc 
incidents. 

Hate crimes are defined b 
U.S. Justice Departmeo 
enmes against a person or \ 
erty which are motivated b 
offender’s bias against ■a gi 
based on such distinctioti 
race, ethnic origin, retigro 

scmal orientation 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy and relatively 
warm. Winds will be southerly moder- 
ate to fresh, causing dust in desert 
areas. In Aqaba, winds win be souther- 
ly fresh and seas Ugh. 

Min./Max. temp. 


Amman 7 / 18 

Aqaba H/25 

Deserts 6/ 19 

Jordan VaBey 11 / 23 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 9. Aqaba 21 Humidity readings: 
Amman 90 per cent. Aqaba 20 per 
cent. 
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Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs ..... 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan .774111 


Wuer Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... &1561S 
Electric Power 

Company — 636381 

RJ Right Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhafitE Maternity, J. Amn... 644281/6 
AkBeh Maternity, J. Amo.... 642441/2 

Jibal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malta*. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmckani 664171/4 

Shmcisanj Hospital 669131 

UrtiYeirity Hospital 845845 

ALMmsbcT Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. AbdaG 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AI-Mutajreen 77710143 

AJ- Bashir, J. AshruDch 775111/26 

Array. Marta 891611/15 

Queen ABa Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 6741SS 

ZARQA: 

Zlflp Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Iba Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AllSaa Modern Hraphri (09)990990 


n?nm . 

Rimes Bosnia Hospital .. 

Greek Cathode Hospital 
Iba Al Nafees Hospital — 

AQABA: 

Princes Hiyi Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information k supplied by Roys/ 
Jordanian (RJ) mfonnadon depart- 
ment at tbe Queen ABa International 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, where fi 
shook} always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

8SM Kntia Lumptf.Sagtpare(RJ) 

9M Damascus P 

Ml Dfaafaran) 

9-JO Cairo! 

Mi Aqaba ( 

9340 New Dodd < 

9345 Karachi. Dubai | 


Colombo (RJ) 

Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

**2* Tripoli (RJ) 

•fc* Hdsiiiki, Aqaba (R|) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

£5 San*a(iY) 

®= 1# — Rome. Beirut (AZ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 



jjg AjKiSSSi 

Brussels, London! 

«I2 Vienna . Frankfurt | 

■— Amsterdam, New York ( 

JJjfJ R^ne. Madrid 

- Geneva, Paris (RJ) 

2*2 *; Jeddah (RJ). 

S2 Abo Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

***• Bahrain. I VA. f 

Ottw NlflWa (Terminal 2) 


**** Sanaa (1Y) 

KCXS 

£f^(yeik>w) — 50V 500 

Banana (Mukaamiar j . — 550 / 59 } 
- 1001(00 

|feEEE:i; s' 

gS&T - 250/200 

690 /s» 

Sr'S 

SgS=2=:S'r3- 
SSr 0 ’ — =»■» 

480/420 

SS* 1«S8 

pL* 

tomato 280/220 


*4 
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TELEVISIONS - VIDEOS - VIDEO CAMERAS - HI-FI - RADIO CASSETTE RECORDERS 


REFRIGERATORS - ELECTRICAL OVENS - MICROWAVES 


WASHING MACHINES - BLENDERS - JUICERS - VACUUM CLEANERS 


SHAMPOO POLISHERS - AIR CONDITIONERS (ALL TYPES) 


VENTILATING FANS (HOME, OFFICE & INDUSTRIAL TYPES 
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Ismail Bilbeisi b Co 


King Hussein Str., Tel. 638103X4 - 622815 
Macca Str., Tel. 815439 - 815457 










Bu Nor Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A senior United 
Nations official expressed confi- 
dence Thursday that the Kuwaiti 
government was concerned over 
the problem of thousands of 
Gazans who hold Egyptian 
laissez-passer and are facing de- 
portation from the emirate. 

The U.N. official also toured 
refugee camps in Jordan and 
pointed out the problem of 
absorbing returnees' children into 
UNRWA schools. 

Although the official did not 
receive any pledge from the 
Kuwaiti officials, he affirmed that 
the (Kuwaiti) government took 
the matter seriously. “This gov- 
ernment is fully aware of the 
sensitivity of the question," said 
liter Turkmen, commissioner 
general of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA). 

Mr. Turkmen, who had discus- 
sions with Egyptian officials on 
this matter earlier in September, 
told a press conference that: “I 
hope there will be no develop- 
ments that will affect negatively 
on these people." 

The problem of Gazans is that 
they have to leave Kuwait in line 
with a de facto expulsion policy 
adopted by post-war Kuwait, but 
they do not have entry permits to 
Gaza issued by the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities. Egypt refuses to 
allow entry to Gazans except 
those who carry Israeli permits. 

The commissioner-general ar- 
rived in Jordan Thursday From 
Kuwait, one of the important 
donor countries for UNRWA, 
where he held talks with officials. 
“I took advantage of this visit to 
discuss the recent information on 
the Palestinians still remaining in 
Kuwait," he said. 

According to Mr. Turkmen, 


there are still some 50,000 
Palestinians in Kuwait. After 
Kuwait was liberated, around 
57,000 Palestinians left the coun- 
try. “There are no immediate 
steps (being taken) at present" to 
resolve the Gazans' plight, he 
said. 

However, “Their residence sta- 
tus will continue after May 1." he 
added. “The Kuwaiti government 
indicated that no one will be ex- 
pelled and those who cannot find 
employment will not remain. 

UNRWA’s budget deficit, in- 
cluding its emergency budget, 
totalled $300 million last year. 
“For the moment," he said, “we 
have solid pledges from most of 
the donor countries.” The 
amount expected is to the tune of 
$300 million, he said. 

The European Community re- 
cently pledged to donate $16.7 
million for a 232-bed hospital in 
the southern pari of the Gaza 
Strip. The total cost of the hospit- 
al is estimated to be $35 million. 

In Jordan, Mr. Turkmen held 
talks with UNRWA officials and 
toured a number of Palestinian 
refugee camps in the Kingdom. 

Last month. Mr. Turkmen 
appealed to the international 
community for an extra $4 million 
in aid this year to provide for 
Palestinian Refugees living in 
Jordan. The extra fond is essen- 
tial to cover the cost of expatriate 
children’s education in UNRWA 
schools," he said. 

Jordan’s school population has 
increased by 7,000, according to 
Mr. Turkmen. 

UNRWA, which released its 
1992 regular budget totalling $572 
million, last month said most of 
the allocations will go to educa- 
tional services. 

Mr. Turkmen was scheduled to 
hold talks with the Palestinian 
delegation to the Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations Friday. “We 


have to follow closely these nego- 
tiations. In a sense, it is related to 
our daily activities," he said. 

The UNRWA official, who 
said he would like to find out the 
Palestinian delegation's percep- 
tion of the situation and their 
futore outlook on the peace pro- 
cess, told the press that “the 
situation in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip has not improved 
since the negotiations began.” 

He added that “the beginning 
of the peace negotiations should 
be accompanied with a relaxation 
of detentions and deportations — 
this will facilitate the peace pro- 
cess. 

Meanwhile, the commissioner- 
general deplored Israeli air raids 
on two Palestinian refugee camps 
in southern Lebanon whicb took 
place in the early, hours of Sun- 
day. “We have: no* privileged in- 
formation but (the attacks) are 
very regrettable. We deplore 
these attacks," he said. 

A U.N. press release stated 
that UNRWA sources had con- 
finned that four civilians -were 
killed and 10 were wounded in 
the attacks. Sites in Ein El Hil- 
weh and Rashidieh camps were 
bombed and refugee shelters also 
suffered extensive damage, the 
report found. Ein El Hilweh 
camp is located south of Sidon 
and houses 34,000 Palestinian re- 
fugees. Rashidieh camp, with a 
refugee population of 20 , 000 , is j 
located south of Tyre. 

Concerning UNRWA’s future 
plans, Mr. Turkmen said that 
much depends on the failure or 
success of the Arab-Israeli peace 
negotiations and the situation in 
Lebanon and the occupied terri- 
tories. “It is difficult to have 
future plans in the Middle East," 
he said. “We try to adapt to 
emergency situations as they 
come along." 


Japanese traditional music 
impresses children, parents 


By Saeda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — It is true that 
Japanese traditional music is 
unknown to many Jordanians, 
even to music lovers and ex- 
perts. However, the spon- 
taneous spectators' high re- 
sponse to the Japanese concert 
held on Wednesday at the 
Royal Cultural Palace has not 
only left its impact in the hearts 
of many Jordanians, it has also 
amazed the Japanese them- 
selves. 

“The response that came 
from the Jordanian audience 
was really unexpected, com- 
mented Hajimi Tanaki. a con- 
sellor at the embassy of Japan, 
at the end of the concert. “It 
was really a pleasant atmos- 
phere and I think the group 
will go back with good souve- 
nirs." 

Most of these souvenirs will 
probably be due to the fervent 
participation and the quick 
reaction of children who com- 
prised a large number of the 
two-hour Japanese percussion 
ensemble s audience. Moreov- 
er. it seemed more like chil- 


dren dragging their parents to 
the concert than the other way 
round. 

“It was through my chil- 
dren's insistance that I. came," 
commented a mother of two 
children. "And it was through 
their joyous jumping, dancing 
and singing that I felt the ess- 
ence of music — I really loved 
it." 

However, not many parents 
were able to get hold of their 
children's sometimes sudden 
reaction and uproar. At the 
time, the invitation came for- 
ward “when I (count) five... 
please feel free to come up 
onto the stage and beat drums 
for yourselves" — children 
didn’t wait to get the O.K. 
from their parents. 

“Children's memories are 
fresh." ’ commented Hiroshi 
Koike, the cultural attache at 
the Japanese embassy. ‘The. 
drums’ beating, especially cer- 
tain kinds of drums that repre- 
sent the Japanese spirit, is very 
close to the heart beating and 
the children feel it deeper than 
others.” 

The Japanese percussion en- 
semble, “Japanese Sounds, 
Vital Pulsation." which was 


attended by Their Royal High- 
nesses Prince Raad and Prin- 
cess Majida, was aimed to pre- 
sent the essence of Japanese 
drumming. Jun do Ranzen, the 
leader of the group and the 
master of solo performance on 
the large drum (wadaiko), is 
considered as one of the finest 
players of this instrument in 
Japan. • 

Concluding a tour in many 
Arab countries. Mr. Ranzen, 
together with his group, the 
"Ryu,’’ were impressed by the 
Jordanians' response to the 
concert. 

"It was the best, it was the 
best," he said in comparing the 
Jordanian audience to the 
Arab spectators. “I look for- 
ward to cooperating with 
Jordanians in this field." 

Mr. Ranzen, who is current- 
ly involved in training a new 
generation of Japanese tradi- 
tional drummers, continnes 
to play a role in transmitting to 
future generations the music of 
traditional Japanese drums. 

“I would be very much in- 
terested. if opportunities 
allowed, to train Jordanian 
drummers," he said enthusias- 
tically. 


Crown Prince reiterates Jordan’s 
stand vis-a-vis Palestinian problem 


ORANGE COUNTY. California 
(Petra) — Jordan has always 
sought a just and honourable 
solution to the Palestinian cause 
and has always believed that the 
Palestinian problem is the ess- 
ence of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan has said. 

In an address delivered on bis 
behalf by the chief Jordanian 
negotiator to the Middle East 
talks, Abdui Sal am A1 Majali, 
before the California-based Inter- 
national Affairs Council on 
Wednesday, Prince Hassan said 
no settlement of the region's 
pressing problems can be reached 
without achieving tangible and 
practical progress through peace- 
ful means. 

Palestinians living under Israeli 
occupation, the Crown Prince 
said, are deprived of the basic 
material and immaterial charac- 
teristics needed for the develop- 
ment of individuals and groups, 
protecting human rights and 
achieving the spirit of political 
unity which expresses the basic 
responsibilities of any country 
claiming that it works for the 
interests of those living in it. 


He said stones were the only 
means through which the Palesti- 
nians could express their rejec- 
tion of the deteriorating living 
conditions. 

Prince Hassan said the intifada- 
came as a reaction to curfews, 
limiting the movement of indi- 
viduals, discrimination in the 
fields of work, differences in 
salaries, the living conditions and 
the absence of Palestinian politic- 
al institutions and representatives 
of the people. 

Following are excerpts from 
the Crown Prince's speech: 

“Between Palestinians and 
Israelis, the insecurity of property 
rights, the absence Of Palestinian 
political institutions or repre- 
sentative bodies, have all created 
a situation in which the intifada 
— children throwing stones 
against the Israeli army — bas 
become the Palestinians only 
political expression of their rejec- 
tion of the conditions under 
which they are presently living. 

“Recent events in the Gtdf 
demonstrated that the idea that 
security could be achieved 
through the acquisition or de- 
velopment of weapons of mass 


destruction, or through the reten- 
tion of territories occupied on the 
ground of strategic importance or 
historical right is invalid. When 
attacked by missiles Israel was 
restrained from retaliation by 
political considerations imposed 
by an international situation 
which took precedence over re- 
gional conflict; and its occupation 
of territories taken from Jordan 
in 1967 did not protect from the 
missiles which flew overhead to 
reach Tei Aviv and Haifa. 

“Security Council Resolutions 
242 and 338, which are the 
framework within which Jordan. 
Israel and the Palestinians have 
agreed to negotiate their conflicts 
lay down a broad schema for their 
resolution in which there are 
three main constituents: The un- 
acceptability of acquisition of 
territory by force, the right to 
relf-determination, and the right 
of every state in the area to live 
within secure borders. Although 
certain linguistic ambiguities 
were deliberately inserted in the 
English text its real meaning is 
dean Firstly, the territories occu- 
pied by Israel in the 1967 war- 
namely the West Bank including 


Jerusalem, Gaza and the Golan 
Heights, should be returned to 
the states from which they were 
taken. Secondly, the right of the 
Palestinians to self-determination 
should find a political and institu- 
tional expression. Thirdly, Israel 
and its neighbours all have an 
equal right to security within de- 
fined and internationally recog- 
nised frontiers ... . 

"Were I to tell you today that 
an individual had expressed the 
view that the construction of set- 
tlements in the occupied territor- 
ies constituted the gravest threat 
to the continuation of the peace 
process, yoii would probably con- 
dude that this individual was an 
Arab. Yet the individual of whom 
I speak is the executive director 
of the American Jewish Con- 
gress. He met last month with the 
Israeli prime minister and in- 
formed him that his group, as 
well as the American Israel Pub- 
lic Affairs Committee, felt it un- 
reasonable for Israel to continue 
the construction of settlements in 
the occupied territories while ex- 
pecting to receive housing loan 
guarantees from the United 
States. He added: “Even if there 


were no issue of Soviet Jews and 
bousing guarantees, there are 4 
lot of American Jews who see this 
as a historic moment and feel rt 
would be tragic if settlements 
destroyed the peace process.” 

“In essence, our vision is of a 
Middle Eastern Helsinki process: 
A full fledged conference on 
security and cooperation for the 
Middle East. Wc believe that 
such a model can eliminate the 
political economy of despair. 
Democraiisation. freedom of ex- 
pression. human rights and grea- 
ter awareness of a reliance on the. 
political, legal and economic 
dimensions of security can pro- 
vide a route towards the alterna- 
tive political economy of peace., 
security and progress: In short, a 
sustainable future. 

“Jordan has entered into the 
current bilateral and multilateral 
negotiations with the hope cf 
rectifying this deplorable situa- 
tion. and in order to address in a 
constructive way both regional 
consequences of the Palestinian- 0 
Israeli conflict and other regional " 
problems which are contributing 
to instability in the Middle East.” 


Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre to participate in 
New York fair 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre (JDTC) 
of the Noor AJ-Hussein (NHF) 
Foundation will participate in the 
New York International Gift Fair 
which begins Sunday and nuts 
through Thursday, according to 
an NHF statement. 

The centre will be showing 
several new pillow lines that are 
made by embroidery groups in 
Jerash, Al-Nuzha, Hai Amir Has- 
san, Hai Hamlan and by indepen- 
dent designers Lina Lama and 
Sarnia Zaru, the statement said. 
The New York gift fair is consi- 
dered one of the largest interna- 
tional commercial trade shows 
and takes place in February and 
August every year. Approximate- 
ly 25.000 retail and mail-order 
buyers are expected to attend, 
according to the statement. 

JDTC will be represented in 
New York by design coordinator 
Hana Rihani and technical train- 
er Nuha Mansour. The show will 
give them the opportunity to 
meet directly with buyers to hear 
their comments on JDTC pro- 
ducts and to learn more about the 
U.S. market, the statement said. 

The New York fair will be the 
first trade show where JDTC will 
begin selling directly to commer- 
cial buyers rather than through 
intermediary distributors. Fol- 
lowing the show, JDTC repre- 


sentatives will be travelling to 
Connecticut, California, and 
Washington, D.C. for further 
market orientation and for tech- 
nical training. 

They mil visit decorator, gift, 
and home furnishing showrooms, 
department stores, and design 
studios and mil get oriented with 
the latest skills in dyeing, spin- 
ning and weaving that will then 
be passed on to the many pro- 
jects (JDTC) supports through- 
out Jordan, the statement said. 

JDTC also expects to partici- 
pate in the National Floor Cover- 
ing Market and National Oriental 
Rug Show in Atlanta in July and 
in European trade shows in Paris 
and Frankfurt later this year and 
in early 1993, according to the 
statement. 

The Jordan Design and Trade 
Centre was established by the 
Now AI Hussein Foundation in 
1990 as part of the National 
Handicraft Development Project 
to revitalize handicraft produc- 
tion through a business-oriented 
approach that focuses on market 
expansion. With the primary 
objective of creating jobs, the 
centre currently supports over 
twenty producer groups in pro- 
duct development, marketing, 
and technical and management 
training. 


Local efforts key to protecting 
environment, officials say 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ministers tour Jordan Valley Arbor Day celebration held 


SOLTH SHOUNEH (Petra) — Minister of 
Communications Jamal A1 Surairch and Minister 
of State Sultan A1 Adwan Thursday paid an 
inspection visit to the central Jordan Valley area 
where they inspected postal T)nd telephone ser- 
vices and were briefed on the needs and demands 
of people in the district. The demands included 
the establishment of a telecommunication depart- 
ment. expanding the telephone network and 
opening new post offices in some areas. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Prince Faisal Ben A1 Hussein 
and on the occassion of Arbor Day. the commit- 
tee of the Bisharat Golf Course, in cooperation 
with Hotel Jordan Inter-Continental, held a 
celebration which was attended by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Muna, several officials and 
diplomats and members of the golf dub. Inter- 
Continental personnel participated in the 
celebration by planting an olive tree as a symbol 
of love and peace. 


The following listings are compiled from monthly 
bulletins and the daily Arabic press. Readers are 
advised to verify the listed time and place with the 
concerned institutions. 

EXHBSmONS 

ft Art exhibition by Spanish artist Suad Eshciri at 
the Spanish Cultural Centre. 

-0- Exhibition of paintings by Shakir Hasan Al Said 
at Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation Gallery 
(10 a.m.-5 p.m.) 

* Exhibition of photographs on Goe lb e-Forest, 
between Tafllefa and Sbobak, at the Jordan 
University for Women. 

* Graphic art exhibition by Sadik Kwaish al 
Baladna Art Gallery. Gardens Street, 

& Exhibition of photos depicting historical and 
archaeological sites in Jordan at the Royal 


Cultural Centre. 


Arabic play entitled “Who’s There?” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre — 8 p.m. 

LECTURE 

Lecture, in Arabic, entitled "The Contempor- 
ary Arabs: An Attempt for a New National 
Vision” by Dr. Issam Nu'man at the Scientific 
and Cultural Centre of Abdul Hameed Sho man 
Foundation — 6 p.m. 

SYMPOSBUM 

Symposium on air pollution, organised by the 
Jordanian Society for the Control of Environ- 
mental Pollution, at the Goethe Institute. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A week- 
long workshop on the protection 
of environment, organised by the 
Jordanian Society for the Control 
of Environmental Pollution in 
cooperation with the German 
Fried risch Maumann Founda- 
tion, concluded here Thursday 
with a cal] for a community-based 
action to protect the environ- 
ment. 

The workshop, which was inau- 
gurated by the society's presi- 
dent, Ahmad Obeidat, stressed 
the importance of reviving action 
at the community level and for 
exerting every possible effort to 
change individual patterns of be- 


approves 
exchangers 
draft law 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Upper 
House of Parliament Thursday 
approved the draft law on money 
exchangers for 1990 after amend- 
ing some of its 32 provisions. 

The draft law was prepared to 
cxrrrect the malpractices carried 
out by some exchanging houses. 
The draft law delineates the legal 
framework of the money ex- 
change profession, sets out the 
minimum paid capital and terms 
of reference of such exchange 
offices and bouses. 

The draft law also gives broad- 
er terms of reference to the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan to mom'or the 
offices' work and includes provi- 
sions set to organise the exchange 
works even during difficult finan- 
cial situations. 

It also sets out legal penalties 
and deterrent measures to stop 
any violations of the law. 


haviour with a view to safeguard- 
ing the environment. 

The workshop called for find- 
ing immediate and proper solu- 
tions to environmental problems 
by protecting agriculture and wa- 
ter resources from pollution. It 
also called for the best use of such 
resources. 

It noted the importance of in- 
ternational cooperation in this 
regard and emphasised the need 
to utilise science and technology 
to achim/e this. The workshop is a 
chain in a series of dialogues, 
meetings, conferences and work- 
shops aimed at promoting en- 
vironmental awareness, sensitis- 
ing the public to environmental 
issues and finding' solutions to put 
an end to pollution. 


CPF 

opens 

kindergarten 
in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cerebral 
Palsy Foundation (CPF) has 
opened its first kindergarten in 
Amman for children with cere- 
bral palsy conditions and is plan- 
ning to open another one in 
Karak in the next two months. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor 
opened the kindergarten in Am- 
man at a ceremony held Thursday 
with the attendance of CPF 
Director Fakhri Bilbeisi and 
other officials. The Queen lis- 
tened to a briefing on the kinder- 
garten services and the care 
offered to the children. The new 
institution has three classrooms 
for special education to be 
offered to 28 children with cere- 
bral palsy conditions in the initial 
stage, according to Mr. Bilbeisi 
He said that die kindergarten 
services will pave the ground for 
these children to attend normal 
schools. 

Thousands of children are now 
benefiting from the services of 
the CPF centres in Amman, Zar- 
qa, Irbid. Aqaba and Salt. Hie 
foundation is in need of constant 
support and contributions to offer 
humanitarian services to the chil- 
dren, Mr. Bilbeisi noted. 

According to Mr. Bilbeisi, Jor- 
dan now has at least 10,000 chil- 
dren with cerebral palsy, and its 
annual functions like the CPF 
Walk held in October are de- 
signed to raise funds to finance 
CPF operations. 

He said palsy refers to the 
inability of ttae child to use his 
muscles property so his mobility 
becomes retarded. Cerebral 
means that the cause is the 
affected brain. The injury can 
happen during pregnancy, at de- 
livery or after birth, especially 
during the critical- post-natal 
month, according to CPF offi- 
cials. 

Both Mr. Bilbeisi and the kin- 
dergarten principal voiced appre- 
ciation to the Queen and thanked 
various local and international 
organisations which extended 
assistance to the CPF to enable it 
to carry out this vital project. 

They expressed hope that simi- 
lar projects could be carried out 
in the other regions. 


Jordan to import 
410 tonnes of 
canned, frozen food 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is to 
import 400 tonnes of canned 
vegetables and fruit and frozen 
food commodities in the next two 
months to make up for the shor- 
tages of fresh vegetables resulting 
from the floods and the frost that 
affected vast areas of the Jordan 
Valley Region. 

The decision was taken by the 
Ministry of Agriculture upon 
directives from Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, accord- 
ing to a report in the Al Ra'i 
Arabic daily Friday. 

Licences for imports have been 
already issued and consignments 
would be forthcoming in March 
and until the end of April, the 
report noted. 

The move was taken in view of 
the coming month of Ramadan 
during which consumption of 
foodstuffs normally increases. 
Minister of Supply Mohammad 
Saqqaf said earlier this week that 
housewives should turn their 
attention to canned and frozen 


products to compensate for shor- 
tages resulting from the poor 
supplies coming from the Jordan 
Valley region. He said sufficient 
canned and frozen products 
would be made available during 
Ramadan, due to bean by March 
6 . 

The new decision was wel- 
comed by Elia Nuqul. president 
of the Foodstuff Merchants Asso- 
ciation in Jordan, as a step to help 
provide badly needed fc«d com- 
modities to consumers. 

He called on the government to 
allow merchants to continue their 
imports of canned and frozen 
commodities until the end of June 
to allow for more merchants to 
import food. 

Noting that customs duty an 
such imports could reach 55 per 
cent as a rule Mr. Nuqol called on 
the concerned authorities to re- 
duce the tarriff so that such pro- 
ducts could be purchased by li- 
• mixed income consumers. 


Sport, youth 
contributions 
to increase, 
minister says 


RAMTHA (Petra) — Youth 
Minister Saleh Iisheidat Thurs- 
day said his ministry would in- 
crease annual contributions to 
sport and youth dubs and update 
the rules governing the sports 
federations. 

At a meeting with youths and 
people representing the sports 
federations in Ramtha District, 
Dr. Lrsheidat stressed the import- 
ance of sports as a major factor 
for achieving genuine develop- 
ment because it reflects on the 
various aspects of life. 

Dr. lrsheidat emphasised the 
importance of constructing closed 
sports halls and pointed out that 
several such halls would be set up 
in the various parts of the King- 
dom in cooperation with the 
Education Ministry. 

Ramtha District Governor 
Mohammad Al Amad reviewed 
the sports activities in the district 



Saleh lrsheidat 

Md noted the important role 
Ramtha Cub plays in developing 
sports in the district as well as its 
representation of Jordanian soc- 
cer in the Asian Soccer Tourna- 
ment. 

The Ramtha club secretary 
spoke about the need to construct 
a closed sport hall in Ramtha, to 
provide support for clubs in the 
district, speed up work on 
Kamtha stadium and improve 
other existing playgrounds. 


Open Systems — The next step in computer evolution? 


By Jean-Claode Elias 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A conference 
organised by Gulf Business 
Machines (GBM) Jordan was 
held Wednesday at the Plaza 
Hotel on what is probably the 
hottest topic in the computer 
world today — open systems. 

GBM, IBM representative 
in the area, had invited Steve 
Bateman, from IBM's Euro- 
pean Open Systems Centre 
manager in London, to present 
the subject. The aim of the 
one-hour lecture was to intro- 
duce to explain the open sys- 
tems concept Jo a group of 
businessmen, executives and 
Electronic Data Processing 
(EDP) managers. Mr. Bate- 
man succeeded in doing so and 
captured his listeners’ atten- 
tion from start fo finish, one 
audience member said after- 
ward. 

Introduced by Fayez Kucha, 


president of the Jordan Com- 
puter Society, and Omar Hala- 
wani, GEM’S manager in Jor- 
dan, Mr. Bateman rushed but 
with impressive style and effi- 
ciency into the presentation of 
a somewhat elusive subject 
which could prove to be vital 
for the computer industry and 
users alike before the turn of 
the century. 

Simply put, open systems is 
the possibility that computer 
users will have to move — 
transport — their work (data, 
programme, applications, utili- 
ties, formats, etc...) from one 
machine to the other without 
having to change a bit — liter- 
ally — in it, and still see it run 
correctly and with the same 
performance level. 

From one machine to 
another means from any manu- 
facturer, any model and any 
size: whether PC — personal 
computer — mini, main frame, 
Apple, IBM, Olivetti, NCR. 


A dream? Perhaps, but this 
is what the future of computing 
is about. 

A small part of this dream 
has been around for a tittle less 
than 10 years now with Micro- 
soft MS-DOS (Disk Operating 
System), which gives PC users 
this portability of data and 
programmes and is, up to a 
certain extent, an open system 
called compatibility. The in- 
dustry however is aiming at a 
much wider scope than PCs. 

Mr. Bateman explained that 
open Systems standards have 
not been folly or accurately 
defined simply because it is a 
tong and interactive task which 
will take many years to imple- 
ment. It also requires coor- 
dination between all major 
manufacturers: IBM. Olivetti 
Wang, DEC, Fujitsu and 
others, he said. It is also 
process which will be 
plemented step-by-step 
not all of a sudden. Mr. Bale- 
man added. 


consequnces of a suc- 
cessful journey to open sys- 
tems might bring a new revolu- 
oon in the way computers have 
been used so far, he said. 
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When reverse is possible 


3 HE LATEST Israeli invasion of southern Lebanon win 
(ggfce toe tost round of peace talks between Israel and the 
concerned And) parties that much more difficult. Coming as 
It did, on the heels of the premeditated billing of HizboDah 
leader Abbas Mnsawi, along with his wife and son, last 
W&, and the well cal c u l a t ed detention of two members of 
the Palestinian delegation to the Washington peace negotia- 
tions, the recent massive Israeli incursion deep into 
Lebanese territory is bound to set the stage not for 
accommodation between the negotiating parties but rather 
for confrontation. 

To begin with, the parties, instead of delving into 
gutetaace after a genes of ineffectual meetings between than 
ever since the talks were la u nched in Madrid last year, will 
bo doubt be locked in an acrimonious debate about the 
recent events and developments rendering in the process the 
reaching of substantive discussions on the heart of the 
-«Hgr almost impossible. 

The latest round of violence appears to have been Initiated 
§jj those in the Israeli government who wanted Prime 
minister Yitzhak Shamir reelected to the Likud leadership, 
flaying been in the midst of elections about the future 
ledmUp of his party, Shamir most have sought to sound 
n™l art tough m order to pull the carpet from under the feet 
of Arid Sharon who was also vying for the leadership. 
Foreigp Minister David Levy offered little competition 
agatast Ms incumbent leader S hamir at this stage of the 
p flftrirfll game and he said so in so many words. So the eyes 
of die Israeli electorates within the Likud constituencies 
were Eocased on Shamir versos Sharon. The latter evidently 
wascaptta&sbigoii the death of the three Israeli soldiers last 
week and other similar events was counting on his massive 
mnyipn fa Hu* West Bank and Golan Heights m a 

Md-fo create- Irreversible facts and torn the de facto 
maaatioo of these Arab territories into de jure annexation 
fa due coarse. 

Meanwhile, the Arab delegations to the upcoming peace 
round are running up against formidable odds. The Arab 
side has yet to achieve unity of purpose and strategy In spite 
of all the rhetoric that all is fine in the Arab bouse. The 
Arabs broke ranks in the past and they may still do so in the 
Adore given the disarray that dominates the Arab scene 
from the Atlantic to the Arab Golf. Against this back- 
pound, what can be expected to emerge from the 
aonroachine peace folks remains an open question. On 
balance, however, the Arabs have no choice bat to give the 
peace process another chance simply because they have run 
out of viable options for Che tune bong. It is a sad state of 
affairs that has to be somehow reversed — if at all reverse is 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


• 'THE WAR in South Lebanon has been raging for some days now, 
with no moves on the part of the world community to stop it or to 
try to prevent Anther Israeli acts of aggression on tbe civilian 
population there, mid aj Ra’i daily. The paper said that Israel has 
been using all types of American-made weapons, backed by war 
planes, to devastate the villages of South Lebanon and to kill their 
inhabitants only a few days before the resumption of the Middle 
East peace talks in Washington. What is more, tbe United States, 
which sponsors the talks but which continues to condone Israel's 
actions, has prevented any discussion of the situation in South 
Lebanon at the U.N. Security Council upon the request of 
Lebanon, claiming that such a move might jeopardise the 
Arab- Israeli peace talks, said the paper. It said that the Israelis 
aim at swallowing up further parts of South Lebanon under the 
pretext of ensuring security for its citizens in die north of occupied 
Palestine and is finding in American policies an encouragement 
far their illegal actions. The coming few days that precede the 
resumption of the Washington peace talks are very serious 
indeed, and unless the world community moves fast enough to put 
an end to Israel's dang erous adventures, nothing will be left of the 
credibility of the so-called “new world order” and the United 
Nations Organisation, the paper added. It said that Israel, which 
has refused so far to reach peace with its Arab neighbours under 
U.N. Security Council resolutions, clearly does not want peace to 
prevail, but ran only pursue the coarse of terrorism against the 
ether nations of the world. 


A COLUMNIST in AJ Ra’i Arabic daily expressed the belief that 
Jordan does not have any unemployment problem at ail. wit 
rather a problem of people refusing to take up work. Those woo 
finished university training refuse to take up jobs now Sited by 
non-Jordanian workers, while the government is failing to fix the 
ummmun rate of wages so as to encourage these young m ®° 

. women to take tbe place of non-Jordanians, said Tareq Masar- 
. m fa. The writer stressed die fact that Jordanwn youth can and 
Should take tbe place of non-Jordanian workers employed in 
'supermarkets, restaurants, garages, consmiction sites and numer- 
iOus other places of work; the government should pave the ground 
far them to take such jobs by restricting to a minimum me 
Ipreseooe of non-Jordanians and by fixing the rate of wag«. He 
- said that tbe media and the official information services sd ouki 
launch a strong campaign to help the government in this effort by 
praising those taking up jobs as wood-workers, blacksmith, ana 
other tradesmen. Thousands of jobs are available, metumng 
domestic service which is now costing poor Jordan $46 million 
annually in wages to Asian maids, the writer noted. He said that 
young men and women should not feel ashamed to take up a 
decent job as long as this job gives tbe employment and saves 
them from becoming a. liability adding farther burdens to the 
society. 


By Pascal B. Kanny 

Palestine became a state of its 
own after it was detached from 
the Ottoman Empire by tire 
Allied powers after World War 
I, in accordance with the Trea- 
ty of Lausanne of July 24, 
1923. Under Article 2 of the 
Covenant of the League of 
Nations, Palestine was put 
under tire mandatory power of 
Great Britain, but together 
with the states under Category 
“A” Mandate it was entitled as 
a nation, to provisional recog- 
nition of independence, to be 
rendered administrative advice 
and assistance by the manda- 
tory power until such time as it 
is able to stand alone. Thus, 
the mandate did not divert the 
Palestinian people of their 
sovereignty over their country. 

As Dr. Henry Cattan, tbe 
international law jurist says, 
“the inhabitants of Palestine 
were deprived not of 
sovereignty but of its exercise. 
Sovereignty was latent but at 
the end of the mandate, in 
1948, sovereignty in tbe people 
was revived." 


Several international law ex- 
perts concur that sovereignty 
over a mandated territory lies 
with its inhabitants. Conse- 
quently the people of Palestine 
became entitled to rule them- 
selves and have the right to 
declare their independence. (It 
should be remembered in pas- 
sing that at tbe end of the 
mandate, in 1948. the Palesti- 
nian Arabs counted about 
1,300,000 and the Jews were 
about 600,000, one-tenth of 
whom only were part of the 
original inhabitants of Pales- 
tine, the rest being Jewish im- 
migrants). 

Israelis and Zionists claim 
that they are entitled to hold 
on to the occupied territories 
because, as alleged, they do 
not belong to the Arabs and 
Jordan has no better title in 
law in the Wert Bank than 
Israel. They ignore tbe blatant 
fact that the occupied territor- 
ies belong to their inhabitants 
and are not terra nultius which 
is open to acquisition by any 
state. 

And as Dr. Abdul Qader 
Yassin wrote, “the West Bank 
is not a vacuum in law or an 


empty desert open for acquisi- 
tion by anybody who cares to 
grab it by military force. Hie 
days of the old colonialism are 
over and in the modem law of 
nations, territory and people 
are not goods and chattels to 
be taken and disposed of by 
those who have the power to 
do so.” See Jordan Times, 
January 29-30, 1987. 

Thus let alone the principles 
laid down in Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338, and 
particnlarly tbe inadmissibility 
of the acquisition of territory 
by war, the occupied territories 
belong to their inhabitants and 
legal sovereignty lies with them 
in contradistinction to political 
sovereignty. And as Dr. Henry 
Cattan writes m his valuable 
book “Palestine and Interna- 
tional Law” : “A distinction 
therefore exists between legal 
and political sovereignty, the 
latter being factual dominion 
and control, and the former 
signifying rightful and inalien- 
able title of a people to its 
territory. Such a distinction 
corresponds to the difference 
between sovereignty in law [de 
jure sovereignty) and 


sovereignty in fact." 

The West Bank and Gaza 
Strip were not annexed by Jor- 
dan and Egypt because the 
Arab states intervened in 1948 
to protect the people of Pales- 
tine and to prevent the parti- 
tion of their country. In effect, 
the League of Arab States spe- 
cifically decided that the part 
of Palestine occupied by the 
Arab forces would be held in 
trust for the people of Pales- 
tine until tbe Palestine ques- 
tion has been finally settled. 
Furthermore, when the union 
of Jordan and Palestine was 
proclaimed in 1950 by tbe 
National Assembly, it pro- 
vided “that all Arab rights in 
Palestine shall be safeguarded, 
that those rights shall be de- 
fended by all legal means and 
that the union shall not pre- 
judice the final settlement of 
the Palestine question. ” 

This proviso clearly demons- 
trates that the rights of the 
Palestinian people and their 
sovereignty over Palestine 
were presented despite tbe uni- 
fication of Jordan and Pales- 
tine. Egypt respected its posi- 
tion as trustee of tbe Gaza 
Strip and had never had the 


intention of annexing this part 
of Palestine. 

Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338 reinforce the 
above postulations that Israel 
has no title at all in the occu- 
pied territories and is mereh 
an occupier. Its occupation, 
resulting from the use of force, 
is governed by the Hague rules 
of 1907 as complemented by 
the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion of 1949 concerning the 
Protection of Civilians in time 
of conflict and Israel must ulti- 
mately withdraw from those 
territories. 

In view of all the above, the 
Palestine National Council, 
which represents the Palesti- 
nian people wherever they may 
be and from which emanated 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nistion (PLO), had the full 
right to proclaim the state of 

Palestine (as it did in fact in 
1988). on tbe basis of Palesti- 
nian sovereignty and of Gener- 
al Assembly Resolution 181 of 
November 29. 1947. concern- 
ing the partition of Palestine 
and other subsequent United 
Nations resolutions relevant to 
the Palestine question and also 
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Just who is in charge of Europe’s security 


By Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — It all sounds very 
neat and tidy. The West is trying 
to build a new order for Europe 
that will ensure peace and stabil- 
ity for the post-cold war world. 

But the reality of what officials 
like to call a “new security 
architecture, stretching from 
Vancouver to Vladivostok” is 
proving to be rather messy and 
confused. 

Who, if anyone, is in charge 
and how do all the different plans 
fit together? 

Tbe question is not merely one 
of political theory. With war in 
Yugoslavia and ethnic and 
nationalist tensions rising across 
an increasingly fractured conti- • 
oent, many are worried that new 
aggression in Europe will go un- 
challenged. 

Tbe main players are NATO, 
the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) 
and tbe European Community. 

Diplomats say all of them are 
starting to show signs of strain 
under the weight of constant 
'fresh demands on their resources 
and on their ability to adapt to 
monumental changes like the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union. 

“Vital pieces of the puzzle that 


forms the new European order 
have yet to be carved out,” Loic 
Bouvard. vice-president of 
France's National Assembly, told 
a recent international conference 
on security in Brussels. 

NATO Secretary-General 
Manfred Woerner told the con- 
ference that the various organisa- 
tions concerned with security 
were not yet working together 
properly, so that they could draw 
on each other’s strengths in solv- 
ing crises. 

The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation has the military 
muscle that may be needed to 
enforce the rule of international 
law in Europe. But the 16-nation 
alliance is restricted to defending 
its own territory and does not 
want to take on new members. 

The European Community has 
vast experience in economic and 
trade affairs but has only recently 
acquired a bigger say in the poli- 
ical arena. It has no aimed 
bices. 

Tbe CSCE, a forum on human 
rights and security issues, has the 
virtue of including all European 
and Nortii American 501 m tries — 
48 at the last count, compared 
with 35 just two years ago. 

Bat it has no real mandate to 
act, for example with peacekeep- 
ing forces, and works mainly by 
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consensus. There is fierce debate 
about whether it should be given 
new powers at a meeting of its 
members ra Helsinki next month. 

In the search to beef up Euro- 
pean security, NATO’s Woerner 
suggested recently that the West- 
ern alliance could make its milit- 
ary expertise and even troops 
available for missions ordered by 
the CSCE. 


His aim is to create a series of 
“interlocking institutions” that 
will complement each other 
rather than compete. But critics 
say there are already signs of 
confusion. 

The European Community is 
thinking about taking on a de- 
fence role more independent of 
the U.S.-led NATO alliance, a 
possibility that has caused some 


anxiety in Washington. 

NATO, worried that it might 
be written off as a cold war 
dinosaur after the Warsaw Pact 
collapsed, is also busy coming up 
with new missions. 

The alliance is helping to orga- 
nise the airlift of aid to the former 
Soviet Union and has set up a 
“cooperation council" that brings 
together foreign ministers from 
all of its former adversaries to 
discuss security questions. Similar 
.meetings of defence ministers are 
planned. 

The main aim of creating this 
new forum was to dissuade coun- 
tries like Poland and Hungary 
from pressing for NATO mem- 
bership. The alliance is wary 01 
getting involved in far-flung con- 
flicts and is worried that extend- 
ing membership could weaken 
NATO’s internal strength and 
cohesion. 

Tbe problem now. some 
NATO diplomats say, is that the 
new “cooperation council” 
threatens to strip the CSCE of 
any real significance by including 
all of Europe’s most important 
military powers. 

“Most of the eastern Euro- 
peans see any form of ties with 
NATO as far more important 
than tbe CSCE," said one senior 
alliance official. “If there is trou- 
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THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Arabs no more surprised by Israel’s 
constant aggression and expansionism 


Reviewed by Elia Nasralla . 


The latest Israeli military 
adventure in South Lebanon, 
the prospects of die coming 
Washington peace talks, re- 
gional as well as domestic 
issues were given prominenoe 
in the local press in die past 
week. 

Sawt Al Sbaab said the 
Arabs were not taken by sur- 
prise by Israeli's attack of 
Sooth Lebanon, of the past few 
days because it had been 
issuing threats against the 
Palestinians and Lebanese re- 
sistance forces and massing 
troops along the border. 

The Arabs are not surprised 
because the Shamir govern- 
ment has been taking every 
possible measure to abort fee 
peace process and to maintain 
its occupation of South Leba- 
non and tbe Palestinian lands, 
said die daily. 

Al Dustonr said Israel (fid 
not even need a pretext to 
launch its attack because it has 
never concealed its evil inten- 
tions and its lust for war- 
mongering. 

The pretext of tbe killing of 
three Israeli troops by resist- 
ance forces inside the occupied 
Arab lands was seized by the 
Israelis to launch the latest 
a ggr ess i on on Lebanon, but 
tbe real intention is to expand 
Israel’s influence over the 
Arab territory and bring all of 
South Lebanon under its con- 
trol, said tbe daily. 

This view is supported by AL 
Ra’i daily winch said that such 
a fag military operations was 
bound to pave the war for an 
Israeli occupation of new terri- 
tory in South Lebanon. 

The daily said that neither 
die U.N. Security Council nor 
the United States, which spon- 
sors the Middle East peace 
talks, have taken any move to 


halt Israel’s illegal practices. 

A columnist in Al Dustonr 
said that the heroic attack by 
the Palestinian resistance on 
the Israeli troops, which trig- 
gered Israel’s wrath against 
Sooth Lebanon, is a legitimate 
action carried out in self- 
defence and in a bid to rid the 
oppressed people of occupa- 
tion. 

Mohammad Daondieh said 
that Israel can not rest in peace 
while continuing its drive to 
JtiiJ Palestinians and, there- 
fore, more heroic operations 
could be expected on the part 
of the oppressed people of 
Palestine. 

His colleague m Al Dustonr, 
Manes Al Razzaz, said that the 
Middle East peace talks can by 
no means provide protection to 
Israel from the oppressed peo- 
ple of Palestine. He said that 
violence and occupation on the 
part of the Israelis are bound 
to draw resistance activities 
and counterattacks designed to 
end tbe occupation. 

The Palestinian resistance 
groups have proved to the 
world that the Palestinians are 
not terrorists, as Israel had 
been claiming, but freedom 
fighters, seeking liberation and 
freedom, said columnist Saleh 
Al Qaflab in Al Dustonr. 

The writer said that while 
the Palestinian resistance 
strikes at Israeli troops occupy- 
ing Palestine, the Israelis cany 
rat barbaric attacks on the 
civilian population in the re- 
fugee camps, killing innocent 
civilians. 

His colleague, columnist 
Taber Al Udwan, said that by 
invading parts of South Leba- 
non, Israel is keeping the Mid- 
dle East in turmoil and in a 
vicious circle of violence. But 


be noted that the violence 
Israel was carrying out against 
tbe Arabs carries the blessings 
and the assistance of die Un- 
ited States which claim to be 
spearheading efforts towards 
peace. 

The writer said that despite 
tbe peace talks and despite the 
fact that tbe Arab states direct- 
ly involved in the confronta- 
tion with Israel are participat- 
ing hi the negotiations, tbe 
people of these countries can 
take no more ban9iatkm and 
will only accept peace based on 
justice and total withdrawal 
from all occupied Arab lands. 

While the Arab parties are 
making ready for the new 
round of bilateral talks in 
Washtagton, Israeli leaders are 
making ready to expand the 
boundaries of the holy city 
which they annexed by force in 
the 1967 war, said a columnist 
in Al Dustonr. 

Mohammad Kawash said 
that the mayor of Jerusalem, 
Teddy Kollek, has just re- 
vealed a plan for expanding 
Jerusalem’s boundaries, a plan 
which entails annexing Arab 
lands adjoining the holy dty. 

This plan was unveiled only 
days before the resumption of 
the Middle East peace talks in 
which the Arabs are deman- 
ding the return of Arab Jeru- 
salem as one of the main pre- 
conditions for a permanent 
peace, said the writer. 

In view of the coming talks 
in Washington, Jordan is seek- 
ing to ensure a minimum level 
of coordination among the par- 
ticipating Arab parties and for 
this sake the foreign minister, 
Dr. Kamel Abo Jaber, has 
been holding contacts with the 
Syrian and Palestinian sides, 
said Sawt Al Shaab daily. 

Tbe paper said that the com- 
ing round of talks m Washing- 
ton will be decisive and there- 
fore closer coordination is re- 
quired. 


This view is supported by 
SaJameh Ekour, a columinst in 
Sawt Al Shaab, who said that 
before going to Washington 
there is need for a unified Arab 
stand. The Arabs need to 
speak in one voice with regard 
to the continued Israeli settle- 
ment programme which, they 
say, is a vital issue in the drive 
to implement U.N. Security 
Council resolutions. 

The Arabs must have one 
voice especially now when the 
United States is contemplating 
tbe idea of granting Israel 
more loan guarantees with 
which to buHd more Jewish 
settlements, tbe writer said. 

The talks, opening in- 
Washington on Feb. 24, could 
be tbe last to be held in the 
American capital because 
Israel wants to shift the nego- 
tiations to another venue, said 
Mahmoud Rimawi in Al Ra'i 
daily. 

He said that as the venue 
moves away from Washington, 
the U.S. administration is gra- 
dually going back on its prom- 
ises of achieving peace based 
on U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions in view of tbe coming 
presidential elections and in a 
bid to ensure more votes for 
President Bush. 

Turning to Washington’s 
stand vis-a-vis the Arabs, days 
before tbe resumption of the 
peace talks in the American 
capital, columnist Fahd Al 
Fanek said that If tbe U.S. 
administration decides after all 
to grant the Israelis the loan 
guarantees, vast amounts of 
money would be placed in the 
hands of tbe Israeli housing' 
minister to build more settle- 
ments in Arab lands. Should 
we continue to believe what 
tbe United States administra- 
tion has been advocating and 
its declaration that it is 
opposed to the settlements 
programme, which it describes 
as an obstacle to peace? asked 


the writer in Al Ra’i daily. 

He said that the loan guaran- 
tees are in fact a grant to Israel 
"to enable it to continue its 
usurpation of Arab land and to 
oppress Palestinian people. 

In another attack on the 
U.S., a writer in Sawt AJ 
Shaab said that the Arabs 
should learn from what had 
happened to the Soviet Union 
and never trust the United 
States policies. 

He said that the Soviet lead- 
ers were fooled by Washing- 
ton, which promised assistance 
but which dealt a devastating 
blow ending the existence of its 
superpower rival. 

Saiameh Ekour said that the 
Arabs should not trust the Un- 
ited States, which can never 
allow the Arabs to rise econo- 
mically, politically, or mili- 
tarily and which is intent on 
imposing hegemony cm all the 
Arabs, regardless of their 
orientation. 

Taming to domestic affairs, 
Salemeh Ekour said that Par- 
Bament deputies are failing in 
their duty by delaying demand 
that the government pass laws 
on political parties and press 
and publications. 

It is regrettable to see Parlia- 
ment members, many of whom 
are already affiliated to politic- 
al groups, failing or delaying 
taking any action in this regard 
at a tune when numerous plans 
were announced for the forma- 
tion of political parties in Jor- 
dan. 

We continue to see pam- 
phlets distributed through fac- 
simile or other methods and we 
continue to bear about ideas by 
various groups but we fail to 
know exactly what these 
groups aim to achieve and no 
one realises the orientation of 
the parties, tbe writer said. 

He said that by issuing laws 
on tbe formation of the parties 
and by allowing the political 
groups to surface, the public 


would benefit and the national 
interest can be safeguarded. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i criti- 
cised Parliament's dealing with 
the question of banning liquor 
in Jordan, noting that the de- 
puties have failed to discuss 
more important issues, like un- 
employment and poverty, and 
did not come up with solutions 
for such chronic issues. 

Tne writer who identifies 
himself as the editor of the 
local affairs, said alcohol has 
never been an issue in Jordan 
and the Parliament members 
should turn their attention to 
other more important ques- 
tions to sene their society. 

A columnist in AJ Rj'i called 
on the government to give due 
attention to cotnpecscticn 
plans for those sustaining real 
damage in the past snow- 
storms. In particular, the gov- 
ernment should turn its atten- 
tion to tbe farmers and their 
huge losses, the debts burden 
and the requirements of fam- 
ing, said Nazih. The writer 
called on the government t> 
speed up the work of special 
committees tackiing the ques- 
tion of compensation and to 
ensure urgent assistance 10 the 
needy people. 

A columnist in Saw; Ai 
Shaab urged the government 
to promote the sale of Jorda- 
nian products in Libvzn mar- 
kets. 

Ahmad Dhiban said that the 
Jordanian goods are of good 
quality and they are very popu- 
lar in Libya. As most of the 
goods are shipped over 
through Egypt. Egyptian 
thoriries are placin ' obsraei.'s 
in the way so as to r.arm Lily •- 
and Jordan at the sarr.e o.r.i:. 
the writer said. He said 
the concerned authorise.' *-”■ 
called upon to remove 
obstacles and to try :o sell 
Jordanian agriculture! pro- 
ducts as well as manufactured 
goods in the Libyan markets. 
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Bush weakened, vulnerable after New Hampshire 


By Steve Holland 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Pat Bucfaa- 
nan took a big bite out of George 
Bush's hide in New Hampshire in 
a vote that proved the president's 
political vulnerability and conde- 
mned his handling of the 
recession-bound economy. 

Voting results showed Mr. 
Buchanan, a conservative who 
until three months ago was a TV 
commentator and newspaper col- 
umnist, had captured at least 40 
per cent of the Republican vote in 
the first major presidential pre- 
ference test of 1992. 

With 95 per cent of the voted 
counted, Mr. Bush led Mr. 
Buchanan 58 per cent to 40 per 
cent. 

So Mr. Bush won the New 
Hampshire primary in straight 
numerical terms. But it was consi- 
dered by many an embarrassing 
political defeat for an incumbent 
president who a year ago was 


approved by 90 per cent of Amer- 
icans flush with the afterglow of 
the Gulf war victory. 

“It’s a humiliation, a repudia- 
tion of the president by his own. 
party in a conservative state,” 
said Larry Sabato, a political 
analyst and professor at the Uni- 
versity of Virginia in Charlottes- 
ville. 

“It’s more than a wake-up call. 
It’s a hammer blow to the head,” 
Mr. Sabato said in a telephone 
interview. 

Added analyst Stephen Wayne 
of Georgetown University: “It's 
like being in the first round of a 
fight and getting a bloody nose 
from somebody not even in the 
top rung of contenders for the 
crown.” 

And Stephen Hess of the 
Brookings Institution said: “It's 
hard to imagine any other worse 
scenario for George Bush." 

Mr. Buchanan's feat recalled 
the most stunning New Hamp- 
shire upheaval of all — the one in 


1968 when anti-Vietnam war 
Senator Eugene McCarthy won 
42 per cent of the Democratic 
vote to 49.6 per cent for President 
Lyndon Johnson. That result ulti- 
mately led a crestfallen Mr. John- 
son to abandon his reelection 
effort and leave public life. 

The Bush White House dung 
to the notion that this president 
was simply happy to win the 
primary, that New Hampshire is a 
quirky state that likes to send 
messages to candidates and that 
the president mil go on to take 
the nomination and win reelec- 
tion. 

“This was Buchanan's best 
state,” said a senior Bush cam- 
paign strategist. “I don't think 
he'll do nearly as well on super 
Tuesday," which is March 10 
when 11 states, many in the 
south, hold their primaries. 

“A win is a win," added 
Charles Black, a Bush campaign 
adviser. 


The New Hampshire vote 
nonetheless meant Mr. Bush will 
have to tangle with Mr. Bucha- 
nan further down the campaign 
trial instead of carrying on a 
relaxed race until the Democrats 
decide on their no min ee in the 
summer. 

“It’s going to be nasty and 
rough, and Bush is going to have 
to spend the money he had been 
hoping to save for the general 
election. Hell also have to go 
negative. If he's got any smarts at 
all, hell go negative very soon," 
Mr. Sabato said. 

Mr. Sabato referred to nega- 
tive campaign advertising in 
which a candidate attacks his 
opponent, often in savage terms. 

Another Bush problem is that 
some big-name Democrats who 
bad stayed out of the race up to 
this point could decide be is now 
vulnerable enough to take on. 

Former Massachusetts Senator 
Paul Tsongas won New Hamp- 
shire’s Democratic primary on 


Tuesday with Arkansas Governor 
Bill Clinton second. But many 
Democrats see both as flawed 
candidates. 

Mr. Bush's popularity has been 
in free-fall along with a slide in 
the U.S. economy. It took him. 
months to admit the economy 
was in deep trouble, and be left 
the impression that he was more 
concerned about foreign affairs 
than problems at home. 

Nr# Hampshire has been par- 
ticularly hard hit by the recession 
and the president's republican 
backers there said it was the 
worst place to start a reelection 
campaign. 

The perception of many voters 
was that Mr. Bush only showed 
concern for the state when it was 
vital to bis future. 

“It’s the impact of the eco- 
nomy, plus the presumption that 
be didn’t really care,” Mr. Wayne 
said. 

Despite indications that Mr. 


Buchanan was doing well there 
Mr. Bush avoided mentioning bis 
challenger's name while in foe 
state last weekend. He tried to 
seem “presidential," above the 
fray, instead of engaging in hard- 
knuckle campaigning. 

"I think he’s been given bad 
advice,’ 1 said Republican analyst 
Bill Bennett, a former Bush 
administration official who was 
referring to Mr. Bush's campaign 
aides- “It’s about time he gave 
them his advice. This is serious 
trouble.” 

James Baker had long been the 
man who kept Mr. Bush's cam- 
paigns in focus. But as secretary 
of state, be has a busy travel 
schedule and his campaign role is 
virtually nonexistent. 

He has been in the former 
Soviet Union the past 10 days. 

“Somebody is going to have to 
pick up the reins,” Mr. Hess said. 
“Where is Jim Baker when you 
need him? He’s off in central 
Asia someplace.” 


W ashingt on talks heading for showdown 


(Continued from page 1) 
da, the Israelis have a totally 
different agenda. The Israelis' 
main declared aim is to get 
straight into discussing interim 
arrangements for the Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territor- 
ies, while pressuring Arab 
states to practically end the 
state of belligerency — a con- 
dition unacceptable to any 
Arab government. 

The real problem, as many 
analysts and even some offi- 
cials see it, however, lies in the 
Arab failure to formulate 
clearly defined and detailed 
negotiating strategy. 

Last week's intensive efforts 
have produced a broad agree- 
ment among Jordan, the Pales; 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), Syria and Lebanon 
that foe third round of talks 
should unequivocally assert the 
principle of an Israeli with- 
drawal and a‘ halt to settle- 
ments building. 

There does not seem to be, 
according to information avail- 
able. a specific commitment to 
a collective Arab action by foe 
parties involved to pull out or 
even to stay out if Israel did 
not budge. 

Moreoever, the Arab parties 
involved differ in their assess- 
ment at which point they 
should take a decisive action. 
That practically means that any 
of the Arab negotiating teams 
can decide to pull out and finds 
itself alone. 

For example, there is no 
agreement on an Arab practic- 
al reaction to the issue of U.S. 
loan guarantees to Israel. 

Although all Arabs agree 
that a U.S. approval of the S1Q 
billion in loan guarantees to 
Israel without a freeze on set- 
tlements is a dangerous signal 


that will wet Israeli appetite, 
they differ on whether this 
issue would prompt an Arab 
pullout. 

The chances are that foe 
U.S. will give Israel foe loan 
attached with conditions that 
prevent “future growth” of foe 
settlements. Such an arrange- 
ment will leave Israel free to 
continue construction of 
31.500 buildings reported 
under way. 

Many Palestinian officials 
consider such an American- 
Israeli compromise to have 
negative consequences as it 
will only practically expand foe 
settlements further undermin- 
ing prospects of an Israeli with- 
drawal. 

However, they think that 
such a compromise is not cer- 
tain to promot an Arab pull- 
out, especially if the U.S. 
made assurances that it will 
foDow up on the settlement 
issue. Even the FLO lead- 
ership remains undecided over 
the issue although it is coming 
under pressure from within to 
put an end to Palestinian en- 
gagement in foe peace process 
if settlement bnilding con- 
tinued. 

The prevailing trend inside 
foe PLO, it seems, is to press 
that negotiations would not 
move further if there was no 
agreement on foe settlement 
issue. But another trend — and 
the PLO might accept this view 
if it did not pull out — is to go- 
straight into negotiations of the 
interim period while insisting 
on a halt to settlements. 

Supporters of this line argue 
that the autonomy model pre- 
sented by the Palestinians — 
known as the Interim Self Gov- 
ernment Authority (ISGA) — 


is drawn in a way that makes it 
difficult for the process to con- 
tinue without the halt of settle- 
ments. 

The basis for the ISGA is foe 
implementation of foe Fourth 
Geneva Convention. Palesti- 
nian elections, and a phased 
out withdrawal of Israel milit- 
ary and ervi] administration 
from the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip allowing 
Palestinians to control their 
lives and lands. 

A possible Israeh-Arab, or 
more accurately American - 
Arab compromise, is for the 
U.S. to declare its dear com- 
mitment to the principle of an 
Israeli withdrawal, based on 
the land for peace formula, 
and Israeli measures that 
would ensure foe settlements 
would not change the Arab 
ownership of the lands confis- 
cated. 

Arab and Palestinian nego- 
tiators have repeatedly said or 
implied that the issue of settle- 
ments will determine the fu- 
ture of the peace process. In 
the next round of talks they 
have to determine how to re- 
direct foe negotiations in a 
course leading to an Israeli 
withdrawal. Otherwise, they 
have to make a decisive stand. 

The Arab negotiators, might 
postpone their final decision 
until a meeting for the Arab 
League on March 16, when foe 
parties involved will present 
their assessment of the peace 
process. 

Meanwhile, next week in 
. Washington, foe immediate 
task might prove to be for the 
Arab negotiators to make sure 
.that Israel does not use foe 
peace process to cover up or 
distract attention from its acti- 
vities on the ground, especially 
in South Lebanon and foe 
occupied territories. 


Israelis kill Palestinian 


(Continued from page 1) 

who responded with tear gas and 
gun fire. Eighteen Palestinians 
were wounded, including one 
who was in serious condition with 
a bullet wound in the stomach, 
Palestinian reporters said. 

The army confirmed six 
wounded. 

In the West Bank town of 
Tulkarem, a suspected informer. 


25-year-old Maher Mahmoud was 
shot and seriously wounded, 
Palestinian reporters said. Troops 
transferred Mahmoud to an 
Israeli hospital. 

Israeli soldiers and civilians 
have killed at least 855 Palesti- 
nians since the outbreak of an 
uprising against Israeli occupa- 
tion four years ago. Another 438 
Palestinians have been killed by 
fellow Arabs on suspicion of aid- 


ing Israeli security. 

Palestinian guerrillas hurled a 
grenade at an Israeli police sta- 
tion in the West Bank town of 
Bethlehem but it did not explode, 
residents said. The army imposed 
curfews on the town’s Manger 
Square and the nearby produce 
market. 

Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded at least 16 Palestinians 
in the Gaza Strip earlier on 
Thursday during dashes with 
stone-throwing Arab demonstra- 
tors, Palestinians said. 


Arabs , Muslims condemn 


(CoBthreed Cram page 1) 

process, given the fact that it took 
place only days ahead of the start 
of foe trilateral peace talks in 
Washington on Feb. 24. 

A senior Iranian deric. Ayatol- 
lah Mohammad Em ami Kashani, 
appealed for financial help for 
Muslim guerrillas fighting Israeli 
forces in south Lebanon. 

The Islamic Republic news 
agency, monitored in Cyprus, 
said Mr. Kashani “urged Muslims 
all over the world to help the 
Lebanese people with their 
money and their pens, and bade 
their struggle against Israel.” 

Syria’s A1 Baatb newspaper 
said that “any excuses by those 
states which are guarantors of foe 
international charter to absolve 
themselves from condemning 
Israeli aggression are rejected.” 

The Arabic-language added 
that “Israel should inevitably be 
submitted to the sanctions sub- 
mitted in the (international) char- 
ter.” 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa described Thursday’s 
attacks on two Lebanese villages 
as illegal aggression that mil 
harm efforts to bring overall re- 
gional peace. 

Egypt signed the only Arab 
peace treaty with Israel 13 years 
ago. 

Morocco’s Minister of State 
Ahmad Alaoni denounced Israel 
for “living and surviving only by 
terrorism and aggression.” 

Writing in a signed editorial in 
foe daily Le Matin du Sahara Et 
da Maghreb, Mr. Alaoni said that 
“the Zionist state must respect 
the U.N. resolutions aimed at 
allowing the Palestinian people to 
regain their national rights and 
live in peace in an independent 
state.” 

PLO Names U.S. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) blamed foe Un- 
ited States on Friday for foe 
operation of the Israeli army. 

“The biggest responsibility is 
with foe United States which still 
supports Israel, encouraging it to 
pursue not only its savage aggres- 
sions against the Lebanese and 
Palestinian peoples, but also its 
expansionist policy," the PLO 
executive committee said in a 
statement. 

The PLO said the Israeli army 
operation in south Lebanon “is 
new evidence that Israel does not 
care at all about international 


law” and threatens the peace 
process. It urged the heads of the 
Arab states to “stand against 
these (Israeli) aggressions and 
threats." 

West urges restraint 

The United States and its 
European partners have urged 
Israel to exercise r e s tra in t in 
Lebanon but they held back from 
condemning foe Jewish state wit- 
right for its latest military incur- 
sion. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker on Thursday expressed 
concern over mounting violence 
and called on all sides to attend 
Middle East peace talks next 
week. 

But State Department spokes- 
woman Margaret Tutweiler 
would not say whether Washing- 
ton considered foe Israeli offen- 
sive a legitimate act of self- 
defence. 

Britain’s Foreign Office urged 
all sides to show restraint. 

“Escalating violence can lead 
nowhere except to fresh violence 
and suffering,” a spokeswoman 
said. 'These events make even 
more urgent the need for prog- 
ress in foe peace process." 

Britain’s Guardian newspaper 
was more outspoken. 

It condemned the Israeli 
assault and launched a broadside 
attack against tire international 
community for what it called dou- 
ble standards in respect to Israel. 

“If foe incident bad been com- 
mitted by, let us say, Iraq or 
Libya, international denunciation 
would have thundered within foe 
hour " it said in an editorial. 

“The really glaring example of 
double standards is that which 
nods through, with only a token 
protest, the persistent Israeli ob- 
struction of internationally 
accepted principles.” 

In Paris, the French foreign 
ministry said it was totally com- 
mitted to an Israeli withdrawal 
■ from Lebanon — but it too stop- 
ped short of condemning the 
Israeli government. 

Columnist Marc Kravetz wrote 
in the left-wing dally Liberation 
on Friday that Sheikh Mnsawi 
had been a key player in negotia- 
tions to free Shiite prisoners held 
in Israel in exchange for foe 
return of Israeli servicemen mis- 
sing in Lebanon. 

“The only real political victim 
of these tragic games ... is Leba- 
non,” he wrote. 


Hizbollah 

(Coutmned from page 1) 

In Kafra, shocked villagers 
wept amid foe nibble of foeir 
homes. 

“All is gone, all is gone," 
waited Khadijeh Hammond, 60, 
beating her bead with her bands 
after finding her home like many 
others in Kafra was a blackened 
rain after Thursday’s fighting. 

“I don’t have a piece of doth to 
wear. My furniture and fife sav- 
ings were burned,” die said, 
blaming her crying husband for 
hiding about $17,000 in foeir bed- 
room matresses. 

Lebanese Minister of State 
Nabih Beni, bead of foe Syrian- 
backed Amal Movement whose 
fighters joined Hizbollah id Kafra 
and Yater, said the guerrilla rock- 
et attacks should stop so as not to 
provide Israel with any pretext 
for retaliation. 

Some of die thousands of resi- 
dents who fled the two villages 
before the incursion said they 
were frightened to return despite 
Israeli-run Voice of the Smith 
radio saying on Friday they 
could. 

Those who did return were 
stunned by the scale of damage. 
Virtually all foe houses in foe 
upper parts of Kafra and Yater 
were destroyed or badly da maged 

HizboOah guerrillas, however, 
were euphoric and. convinced 
they bad stopped the Israeli 
forces invading the rest of foe 
sotnh. 

“Even if they (the Israelis) 
destroy every single bouse, it wfll 
not weaken us, we will continue 
to fight," said a 19-year-old Hiz- 
bollah fighter with the noro de 
guerre of Abu Houra'a. 

“The blood of Sheikh Abbas 
will not be wasted... this is only 
the start. The revenge is com- 
ing.” 

“Nothing has changed and no- 
thing has been achieved,” said a 
U.N. officer in south Lebanon, 
who briefed reporters on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

“IPs true that they (Israelis) 
have sanitised the two villages, 
but foe Hizh niiahk are coming 
back and they’re already setting 
up positions there,” be said. 

Sheikh Zobair Kanj, the par- 
ty’s regional operations chief, 
walked proudly through the Ya- 
ter, shouting “God is great. The 
army of God has defeated the 
army of Satan.” 

But Sheikh Kanj quickly dis- 
appeared when foe first of a 
three-shell salvo hit the village. 


Randa Habib’s 
Corner 


What a ‘wonderful’ ban 

fulfilled aO their "sofcnm” promoes in 

Ahdnntasiiigklwiiowtlieyr^wclire^^nhtf^the^wttrf 

feat campaign has been left without solution, In sho rt t**? *”™ 
towu^CT^tgjofas for each and every 

standard of firing in the Kingdom and erecting bouses to 

dhnossessed families. . 

JUnnutttr of bet, high on their og ndo ecooomc o»a , 
political reform. To pursue this end, they hunted «lowa these 
who wreaked havoc to the country’s adxafo^ative , 

created economic blunders and subsequently fled with the people » 
fends. Our deputies are unique. They have solved forttan s 
outstanding crises, from the foreign debts to water shortages. They 
passed draft laws on “free press”, 

po r frp-oi parties. Thanks to them, the democratic tram is stffl on 
track. Nothing would derail &- Unless, perhaps — too mw* 
alcohol. __ 

That to why the Uwer House of PUrfiament voted ta favour or a 

motion to ban alcohol. This ban sealed a hectic agenda of reform 
tfter they made strides towards solving all the problems they had 
prom ised to tackle. , _ 

AH this was shrouded with secrecy. For none of them e^er 
to (aft for hours on a trivial matter Just to appear on 
tetevfeion. In ^ none of them would bother to be shown on the 
screen so as his neighbours, friends and toes alike, cousins and 
nephews would watch. 

What fe more important fa that many of those who voted In 
fimnr of the morion are Hbcrab and some of them alcohol- 
coasmnere. They must have carefully weighed their options: It is , 
either to rote in favour of the motion or against it, in contrast to^j. 
their bdfefa. In standing a gainst the ban, deputies may run the > 
pnurthi risk of losing their respective electoral support; but if 
they say yes, they would stiff drink and anticipate a government 
action to resefod foe ban. In other words, they expect the 
government to do the “dirty job” for them. How wonderful! 

fomfa Bab&’s corner wtM appear every Saturday. 


Negotiators leave for Washington 
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tiers. 

She said the two sides should 
work towards coordination which 
would allow UNRWA to hand 
over services in the territories to 
an eventual Palestinian state. 

UNRWA offers health and 
education services to over 2.2 
million Palestinian refugees who 
fled their homes after foe 1948 
Arab-Israeli war that led to 
Israel's creation. 

“The U.N. represents the will 
of the international community,” 
Dr. Ashrawi said. “Therefore we 
are seeking a central, active and 
crucial rote for the U.N. in a way 
that would 8Dow it to be our legal 
reference throughout bilateral 
and multilateral negotiations and 
all political processes.” 

■ “We have tried very hard to 
bring the U.N. and all its institu- 
tions to the peace process,” she 
said. 

The Untied Nations has the 
rote of an observer at Arab- 
Israeli negotiations, which began 
with the peace conference in 
Spain last fall, farad has refused 


it an active role during the talks, 
claiming that foe world body was 
biased towards Arabs. 

Dr. Turkmen, who arrived 
here Thursday, was scheduled to 
meet with Palestinian delegates in 
Jerusalem, but the meeting was 
shifted to Jordan in order to allc# 
members of the PLO to attend. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo. Suleiman 
Najjab, both members of the 
PLO’s ruling executive commit- 
tee and Nabil Shaath, a top advis- 
er to PLO chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat. parti epa ted in Friday’s talks. 

China reaffirms support 

Chinese Premier Li Peng reaf- 
firmed Beijing’s support for foe 
Arab and Palestinian cause on 
Friday, a month after China set 
up diplomatic ties with Israel. 

Mr. Li told a delegation of 
Egyptian officials China still 
backed “foe just cause of the 
Arab and Palestinian people" 
and would participate actively in 
foe Middle Fast peace process, 
the official new China news agen- 
cy said. 


Shamlr-Rabin battle begins 
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doubling of Israel’s population to 
10 millioa. 

“Our goal is to... grant the 
people of Israel its homeland, the 
land of Israel, far ever and ever,” 
Mr. Shamir said, referring to his 
hardline nationalist philosophy of 
keeping and settling Jews on land 
occupied in foe 1967 Middle East 
war. 

Mr. Shamir, under U.S. press- 
ure, has joined peace talks with 
Israel’s Arab neighbours but has 
so far conceded nothing. The 
slow-moving talks, sponsored by 
foe United States and Russia, are 
due to resume in Washington on 
Monday. 

Mr. Rabin, in contrast, stres- 


sed foe need to freeze settlenu 
speed up talks with Palestira 
and grant them self-rule in 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“We are ready for territo 
compromise, but not a retun 
the 1967 borders, be told 
daily Yediofo Ahronoth. 

“We will halt all settlemcn 
areas of dense (Arab) popular 
and transfer the resources to 
migrant absorption and econoi 
development,” Mr. Rabin si 
touching on an issue wb 
Labour hopes to make a ceni 
plank of the campaign. 

Labour accuses Mr. Shamil 
endangering absorption 
thousands of Soviet Jews by 
verting scarce funds to settle™ 
building. 
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in Jordan 
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Ahliyyah Girls School 
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7:00 — Midnight 
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Rent S- Sale 

Many villas and apartments) 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-| 
nished. 

Also many lols of land are) 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 

call 

lAbdoun Real 
Estate 

[Tel. 810605, 810609. - 
Fax: 8108 
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CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

\ ty.30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

she 30 % larger 

• Free Metal Frame 

13 X 18c.m 
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Skilled Chinese Chefs 
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at top 


v v/ 1 

^*as ••• 

Hlaborat 

;^'^^’ W-earo! Giacomo 

ReUU> ' 

^"vI^ffiVABINSK, RUSSIA - 
: * fThtfe^ght of the moon , the men 
. *^^Sw»Ied’ op the icy sidewalk, 
f sS^SSCed- to pose for television 
^Safiftwsiathis secluded comer of 
Sflie Mountains. 

■r - .:Rww a very special sort of 

r J, - ? "4 r««Kiur pfctore. 

„ . man in the middle was 

^-f^^Secreiary of State James 
\ .fcBafcer, sunoomted by Soviet sci- 
*Sei^ coasts as he ended an unpre- 
i * a «dOTted and once unthinkable 
VO the top secret Russian 
?" * *t» ^nodear weapons research facility 
, ^ L tnowo a® Chelyabinsk-70. 

! sanding before a huge statue 

; 1 ?V "of ' Igor -Kurchatov, father of the 

' tj. ^Soviet atomic bomb, they marvel- 

1,CT "led >* -their meeting last Friday 

j (Ffeb. 14)- Mr- Baker was the first 
-'■'■‘z*: j- American ever to visit the site. 

u What do yon wish for?” an 
■i- American reporter asked 
ashin* Yevgeny Avrorim, chief scientist 
. d the iiBrimte for Technical Phy- 
- "sics, the soul of Chelyabinsk-70. 
‘To be friends," he replied. 

Buried , in - the shadow of the 
Urals in- thick pine and birch 
- - forest about 200 kilometres south 
’ .S,*of Yekaterinburg, the city of 
Chelyabinsk, along with 
.^V Chdyabinsk-65 (a nuclear pro- 
‘;^dnciion facility), and 
V :•'?# Cbelyabimdt-70 have been closed 
' /'• M njafl foreigners for four decades. 
"l ~ ' ■£. Before Mr. Baker, his staff and 
x.- 14 America^ journalists arrived, 
oust- -of' what Washington knew 
v» about this region and its activities 
came from spy satellites and 
. others intelligence sources. 

„ This time Mr. Baker walked in 

throng the front door and was 
greeted enthusiastically by men 
and women who. have spent their 
. lives designing weapons "to be 
■' . pointed at American cities. 

The Ameifcaus were stunned 
tgr-rhr reception. 

In afl,-. 16,000 people work at 
. , Cbefyabinsk-70 including 8jOOO 
^ 1 scientist!, who are paid low wages 
.. . - f. .— the rouble equivalent of about 
. - , per month at official ex- 

. . ' change rates — local officials 
.said.. 

' A small statue of Lenin still 
1 stands in front of the drab, seven- 

storey institute building that is 

one of many structures in the vast 
*£IDi complex. 

But in most aspects the visit 
'.was pure glasnost, the essence of 
- : r—Tfaat openness that Mikhail Gor- 
- : ^-■»fe«bev launched when he took 
• - •- over at die helm of the now 
-^defunct Soviet Union. 

• V Every detail of the visit had to 
. -$e negotiated. Although rules 
-- were tight, an American televi- 
: option crew was eventually allowed 
■'^tp film the stop at the Kurchatov 
. v--- ^fi a tn e. 

During a meeting with the sd- 


West watches row 

■y 

lover crumbling 
CIS forces in fear 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — There was a time 
*ten the West would have been 
__ — to see Soviet armed 
faght fall apart, troops de moral - 
WmW ,Bed politicians bickering 
I ■ !® Vcr who has control of the 


-.Mow, NATO is worried that 
| ie growing row between former 
republics — and especially 
; between Russia and Ukraine — 
.over the shareout of military 

J wili raise tension across 
and may even bring new 
of conflict. 

test, alliance diplomats 
s last Friday's summit in 
rt leaden from the new 

.'^Worweahh of Independent 
/(States. (CIS). They could not 
/ t^^to fonn joint armed forces, 
r very disappointing," 

NATO official. “We are 
that it will deteriorate 


.-{feivalry between Russia and 
that wfli be destabilising 


whole of Europe. There 
a new regional arms race, 
■ffesreo conflict.” 

Henry Dodds, a specialist on 
former Soviet forces with the 
tathorirative . Jane's Defence 
Weekly, said there was now no 

I ha nee the republics would set up 
N ATO-style structure to group 
leir armed forces into a common 
efenee. 

*Tm very pessimistic ” he told 
euters. "Russia and Ukraine 
ill set up their own forces and 


the rivalry will be increasingly 
bitter." 

Russia and Ukraine are by far 
the most powerful republics in 
the 1 1-member CIS , which has so 
far agreed that only nuclear 
weapons will remain under a sing- 
le command. 

The two republics have dashed 
over control of the Black Sea 
fleet and are now embroiled in a 
dispute over air power and the 
shareout of tanks and other milit- 
ary hardware, limited under an 
east-west treaty signed in 1990. 

While former Soviet forces 
have left most of Eastern Europe, 
more than 200.000 troops are still 
in Eastern Germany, now NATO 
territory. Poland and the Baltic 
republics have thousands more. 

"With all the arguments over 
control and the poor state of 
morale in the armed forces, the 
troops that are on foreign soil are 
a real danger," said another 
NATO official. 

Russia is far bigger than 
Ukraine, although much of the 
Soviet army's best equipmet was 
held in Ukraine during the cold 
war as it was closer to the front- 
line than Russia. 

Ukraine is already going ahead 
with plans to set up its own armed 
forces and senior Russian gener- 
als have said they are prepared to 
form an army of 1-5 million men 
as a last resort. 

NATO diplomats say an arms 
race between the two republics 
would upset Ukraine s neigh- 
bours. 


U.S. : Juveniles and the death penalty 


entists part of which was open 
to reportere — Mr. Baker prom- 
ised that the West would help 
convert their skills to peacetime 
use in their own country. 

But it was chief scientist Avror- 
im's presentation that resonated 
louder and with an embarrassing 
poignancy. 

With the end of the cold war 
and sharp reductions in U.S. and 
Russian arms production, the ex- 
perts here are in danger of losing 
their careers. They could be 
wooed by renegade states to build 
new nuclear programmes that 
could threaten world peace. 

“We have scientists and spe- 
cialists in diveree areas, diverse 
technologies, experimental tech- 
nologies ... we have no shortage 
of (non-military) ideas but we 
don't have sufficient funds for 
this." Mr. Avrorim said. 

He stressed that his scientists 
wanted challenging and meaning- 
ful projects, not handouts. It 
sounded like a plea of despera- 
tion. 

Later, Mr. Baker met the sci- 
entists privately while the Amer- 
ican reporters were briefed by 
Vladislav Nikitin, the institute’s 
deputy director. 

Russian law prevents scientists 
from leaving the country for five 
years after they stop working for 
the government, but Mr. Nikitin 
acknowledged “such rules can be 
broken." 

So far, no scientists from 
Chelyabinsk had left to work for 
any radical state, he said. But he 
did not rule out the possibility. 

Mr. Baker told the scientists it 
was the “highest priority of the 
United States and our allies, as 
well as the Russian government, 
to help you overcome your 
hardship and avoid that terrible 
choice" (of working for another 
government). 

He offered them hope of con- 
verting' from bomb-making to 
other projects. The United States 
and Germany were working on a 
proposal with Russia to set up an 
international scientific centre in 
Russia and perhaps in other 
Commonwealth states. 

"This centre might play a clear- 
ing house or facilitating role, ft 
would receive, review and gener- . 
ate proposals for a variety of , 
projects,” he said. 

The centre would help match 
projects with qualified scientists i 
but Mr. Baker, on a nine-day 
tour of former Soviet republics, 
did not say how it would be 
funded. 

Officials said that in recent 
years the Chelyabinsk complex 
had shifted its emphasis so that 
only SO per cent of its work was 
for military purposes. Current 
projects include fibre-optics and 
nuclear energy for medical use. 


According to international law, prisoners 
whose crimes were committed before 
their 18th birthday should not suffer the 
death penalty. Only seven countries worl- 
dwide are known to have executed juve- 
nile offenders in the last 10 years; the 
largest confirmed number of such execu- 
tions has been carried out in the United 
States of America. There are more juve- 
nile offenders on death row in the U.S. 
than in any other country. Young people 
on death row in the U.S. come overwhel- 
mingly from acutely deprived back- 
grounds, have been physically or sexual- 
ly abused, and suffer from mental illness 
or brain damage. Yet in a disturbingly 
large number of cases, these potentially 
mitigating factors were never considered 
by the courts that imposed their death 
sentences. The following report from 
Amnesty International sheds tight on the 
way cases of juvenile delinquency were 
treated by courts in various U.S. states. 


ON Sept. 11, 1985 the state of 
Texas executed Charles Rum- 
baugh for a crime he committed 
when he was 17 years old. This 
was the first execution of a juve- 
nile offender in the U.S. for more 
than two decades. Since then, 
three more juvenile offenders 
have been executed. More than 
90 juveniles have been sentenced 
to death in the U.S. since the 
mid-1970s; most have had their 
death sentences reversed on 
appeal but at least 31 others 
remain on death rows in 12 states 
across the country. 

Mr. Rurabaugh was convicted 
and sentenced to death for 
mudering jewellery store owner 
Michael Fiorillo in April 1975. 
Mr. Rumbangh had attempted to 
rob the jewellery store at gun- 
point and Mr. Fiorillo. aged 58, 
reached for his own gun and was 
fatally shot in the ensuing strug- 
gle- 

Mr. Rumba ugh had spent most 
of his childhood in a series of 
reform schools and mental in- 
stitutions; by the time he reached 
adulthood, his body was covered 
in scars from suicide attempts and 
acts of self-mutilation. In a letter 
to a pen-friend written 18 months 
before his execution, Mr. Rum- 
ba ugh said: **I started making 
mistakes at a very young age and 
never changed before it was too 
late. I was 17 years old when I 
committed the offence for which I 
was sentenced to die, and 1 didn’t 
even start thinking and caring 
about my life until I was at least 
20; Mr. Rnmbaugh was 28 years 
old when he was executed by 
lethal injection. 

James Terry Roach was elec- 
trocuted in South Carolina on 
Jan. 10, 1986. Mr. Roach was 
convicted and sentenced to death 
for the rape and murder of a 
14-year-old girl, and the murder 
of her 17-year-old boyfriend. Mr. 
Roach was 17 at the time of the 
crime. One of his two co- 
defendants, 22-year-old Joseph 
Shaw, was also sentenced to 
death and was executed in 1985. 
The third defendant, a boy of 16, 
turned state's evidence and was 
given a prison sentence. 

Mr. Roach pleaded guilty, so 
the case was never heard by a 
jury. The trial judge agreed that six 
mitigating circumstances were 
present in the case, including the 
fact that Mr. Roach had no pre- 
vious record of violence, was 
emotionally immature and men- 
tally retarded, and that he was a 
minor with a passive dependent 
personality acting under the 
domination of an adult ringleader 
(Shaw). Nevertheless, the judge 
sentenced Mr. Roach to death on 
the grounds that these factors 
were outweighed by the 
“hemousness" of the crime. Mr. 
Roach had been represented by a 
court-appointed attorney, who 
was later disbarred from practis- 
ing law. The Governor of South 
Carolina ignored appeals from 
Mother Teresa, former President 
Jimmy Carter and the U.N.- 
secretary general, and denied Mr. 
Roach's petition for clemency, 
despite the mitigating factors and 
new evidence that Mr. Roach was 
suffering from a degenerative 
brain disease. 

Dalton Prejean was electro- 
cuted in Louisiana on May 18, 
1990. Mr. Prejean, who was 
black, was convicted and sent- 
enced to death for jhe 1977 mur- 
der of a white police officer. The 
17-year-old offender was tried 
and sentenced by an. all-white 
jury after the prosecutor used his 
peremptory challenges (the right 
to reject potential jurors without 
explanation) to exclude black 
people from the jury panel. Mr. 
Prejean was mentally retarded 
and had a history of mental illness 
and childhood abuse — factors 
which were not presented to the 
jury during the sentencing stage 
of his trial. The state governor 


denied clemency, despite a re- 
commendation by the Louisiana 
Board of Pardons and Paroles 
that his death sentence should be 
commuted to life imprisonment 
without parole. 

Twenty-four of the 36 U.S. 
states with current death penalty 
statutes allow the death penalty 
to be imposed on juvenile offen- 
ders. The laws of eight states, 
reinforced by a 1989 Supreme 
Court decision that the execution 
of offenders as young as 16 is 
permitted under the U.S. Con- 
stitution, set a minimum age of 16 
or 17 in their capital punishment 
statutes. In eight other states, the 
minimum age is set between 12 
and 15 years. Five states have no 
minimum at all, although judges 
and juries are required to consid- 
er age a mitigating factor when 
imposing the death penalty. 
Three states — Delaware. Okla- 
homa and South Dakota — spe- 
cify neither minimum age nor age 
as a mitigating factor. 

APs research findings 

Amnesty International (AI) 
has reviewed the cases of 23 juve- 
nile offenders sentenced to death 
in the U.S. since 1976, 14 of 
whom remained on death row as 
of July 1, 1991. In most of these 
cases AI obtained information 
about the crime and background 
of the defendant from sentencing 
reports, grounds of appeal filed, 
court judgments, clemency peti- 
tions and psychiatric testimony. 
The U.S. Supreme Court has 
recognised the need for particular 
care and scrutiny in capital cases 
involving juvenile offenders. The 
evidence examined by AI demon- 
strates that these criteria have not 
been met. 

. The overwhelming majority of 
juvenile offenders in AI’s study 
came from acutely deprived or 
unstable family backgrounds. 
Many were brought up in the 
absence of one or both parents, 
and most of them suffered serious 
physical or sexual abuse. 

Joseph Cannon, who was sent- 
enced to death in Texas in 1982, 
had been so brutally sexually and 
physically abused as a child that 
the psychologist reviewing his 
case concluded that “even in the 
worst of case histories one seldom 
encounters traumatisation as 
heinous and extreme as those to 
which (Cannon) was subjected 
while growing up." The psycho- 
logist noted that Mr. Cannon's 
home environment had been so 
depraved and oppressive that the 
conditions on death row repre- 
sented a significant improvement, 
leading to progress in his apti- 
tude, self-image and IQ during 
his time in prison. 

In 1986 and 1987 a team of 
psychiatrists and neurologists stu- 
died all of the juvenile offenders 
on death row in Florida, Georgia, 
Oklahoma and Texas. The team 
discovered that all 14 of the in- 
mates had sustained serious head 
injuries in childhood; nine of 
them had extensive neurological 
abnormalities, including brain in- 
juries, and seven had been di- 
agnosed as psychotic. Twelve of 
the 14 had IQ scores well below 
normal; at least four were border- 
line mentally retarded. Twelve of 
the subjects had suffered brutal 
physical abuse from parents, at 
least five of them had been sodo- 
mised by older male relatives; m 
one case the sexual abuse started 
at the age of five. The inmates 
and many of their parents had 
histories of alcoholism and drug 
abuse. 

The existence of an acutely 
deprived background, physical 
and sexual abuse, brain damage 
and mental illness, coupled with 
the youth of the defendants, 
should have provided compelling 
mitigating evidence against the 
death sentence. However, the 
study found that most of the 
juvenile offenders on death row 


lacked the knowledge and experi- 
ence to realise this; many were 
ashamed of their poverty and 
their parents' brutality or sexual 
abuse, and consequently tried to 
conceal the very evidence most 
likely to prevent them from being 
sentenced to death. The parents 
were often reluctant to disclose 
their own abusive behaviour, 
even when such evidence would 
be likely to help the defendant, in 
some cases, family members re- 
quested that histories of abuse be 
minimised, cooperated with the 
prosecution, testified against 
their own relatives and urged 
judges to impose death sent- 
ences. 

Inadequate legal 

representation 

The defence lawyers who 
should have been relied on to 
unearth and utilise such informa- 
tion, both in the trial and sentenc- 
ing phases of the cases, often 
failed to do so. Virtually all juve- 
nile offenders came from indigent 
families and so were represented 
by court-appointed lawyers or 
public defenders. Despite the 
complexity of capital trials, many 
of the young defendants were 
assigned lawyers with little or no 
criminal trial experience and sev- 
erely limited financial resources. 
Some of the defence lawyers did 
not investigate their clients' back- 
ground or psychiatric history, and 
spent little time preparing their 
cases for trial. In at least nine of 
the cases reviewed by AI , lawyers 
handling later appeals discovered 
important mitigating evidence 
which had not been presented at 
the trial or sentencing hearing. 

In Mississippi, the court- 
appointed lawyer who repre- 
sented David Tokman, a 17-year- 
old offender, spent less than 
seven hours preparing the case 
for trial and conducted no inves- 
tigation into Mr. Tokman 's back- 


old offender, made only minimal 
efforts to speak to their client 
before trial, locate potential wit- 
nesses or present mitigating evi- 
dence. They failed to request a 
pre-trial assessment of Mr. Car- 
ter's mental capacity even though 
they apparently suspected that he 
might be retarded. Mr. Carter's 
defence counsel allowed numer- 
ous procedural errors on the part 
of the prosecutor to pass without 
objection, and some of their re- 
marks to the jury were prejudicial 
to their own client. During sen- 
tencing, they did not invite the 
jury to consider as mitigating 
evidence, Mr. Carter's age at the 
time of the crime, the fact that he 
was mentally retarded and had 
suffered brutal physical abuse os 
a child, or that he had no pre- 
vious criminal record. 

A post-trial psychiatric ex- 
amination revealed that Mr. Car- 
ter was mentally retarded and 
seriously brain damaged, with li- 
mited capacity to understand his 
own actions or those of others. 
He was said to be unusually 
subservient to authority figures, a 
factor which may have influenced 
his decision to waive his right to a 
lawyer and make a full confession 
at the time of his arrest. Previous 
employers described him as obe- 
dient, hard-working, cooperative 
and trustworthy. None of them 
had been asked to testify at his 
trial. 

En Louisiana in 1987, the two 
inexperienced public defenders 
representing 15-year-old Troy 
Dugar offered no defence evi- 
dence at all. and their client was 
found guilty of capital murder. At 
the sentencing phase of the trial, 
they neglected to emphasise his 
age at the time of the crime, 
which should have been a major 
mitigating factor. They also failed 
to mention the defendant’s long 
history of psychiatric illness, his 
low IQ, a family history of alco- 



James Terry Roach, electrocuted in South Carofina in 1986, had been 
sentenced to death for a crime conwnittfd when he was 17-year-old. 
Roach had no prrviocts record of violence and was mentally retarded 


ground. Mr. Tokman and two 
older men were accused of rob- 
bing and mudering a taxi driver in 
August 1980. The prosecution 
case rested on the testimony of 
one of Mr. Tokman’s accom- 
plices, Jerry Fuson, who had not 
actually witnessed the killing. Mr. 
Tokman's lawyer made no effort 
to interview Mr. Fuson before the 
trial, or to challenge his testi- 
mony in court. Although Mr. 
Tokman was the youngest of the 
three accused, and had no prior 
record of violence, his attorney 
failed to contest tbe prosecution's 
assertion that Mr. Tokman was 
more culpable than his accom- 
plices. 

The defence counsel had not 
arranged an independent 
psychiatric assessment of Mr. 
Tokman, despite evidence suggest- 
ing he had a “death wish," had 
been abasing drugs and had been 
neglected and physically abused 
by his father. During the sentenc- 
ing phase of the trial, no mitigat- 
ing testimony from Mr. Tokman's 
friends or relatives was pre- 
sented. During a later appeal 
bearing, relatives and neighbours 
testified that despite an abusive 
and unstable family background, 
Mr. Tokman was widely regarded 
as hard-working and considerate. 
Psychiatric experts testified that 
be had a high potential for re- 
habilitation. In 1988 a federal 
circuit court overturned Mr. Tok- 
man's death sentence after find- 
ing that the conduct of his trial 
attorney was below reasonable 
standards and had prejudiced the 
outcome of the sentencing hear- 
ing. Mr. Tokman is currently 
awaiting a new sentencing bear- 
ing. scheduled for September 
1991, at which he could again be 
sentenced to death. 

In Texas the two court- 
appointed lawyers who repre- 
sented Robert Carter, a 17-y ear- 


holism and the finer that he him- 
self had started drinking at the 
age of six and was an alcoholic by 
the age of 12. The “mitigation" 
evidence they did manage to pro- 
duce was damaging to their own 
client: the testimony of a doctor 
who claimed that Mr. Dugar was 
“sociopathic" and had no other 
mental disorder. 

The following year. Dr. 
Howaad Albrecht examined Mr. 
Dugar and found him to be schi- 
zophrenic and mentally retarded. 
In his opinion Mr. Dugar had 
been incompetent to stand trial. 
Since be has been on death row, 
Mr. Dugar has reportedly suf- 
fered violent fits and hallucina- 
tions and has spent long periods 
under heavy sedation. 

In a number of cases, defence 
lawyers failed to order indepen- 
dent psychiatric examinations be- 
cause funds to pay for such ex- 
aminations were not available, 
and potentially crucial informa- 
tion was thus not presented to the 
jury. 

In Georgia a psychologist 
acting as a witness for the state 
testified that a defendant, whom 
he had never interviewed in per- 
son, was a “sexual sadist,” likely 
to commit violent sexual acts in 
the future. The defence was un- 
able to provide any professional 
rebuttal testimony because their 
request for fends for a psychiatric 
evaluation had been denied. The 
defendant, a 17-year-old offen- 
der, spent eight years on death 
row before her death sentence 
was vacated by a District Court in 
1989. The District Court held that 
tbe original trial court should not 
have denied fends for an inde- 
pendent psychiatric evaluation, 
and that the testimony of tbe 
state psychologist had been reli- 
able. 

Although all deaths sentences 
handed down in the U.S. are 


automatically appealed (o the re- 
levant state supreme court, se- 
rious and avoidable errors on the 
part of defence counsel cannot 
always be remedied. Failure to 
object to jury composition, trial 
venue or other violations of a 
defendant's constitutional rights 
are not normally considered on 
appeal, even though they may 
have jeopardised the fairness of 
the proceedings. 

Sentencing 

U.S. law requires all capital 
cases to be heard under a two- 
phase procedure, in which verdict 
and sentence are determined 
separately. If a defendant is con- 
victed of capital murder during 
the trial phase, ihe court then 
conducts a separate sentencing 
hearing, usually before the trial 
jury. During the sentencing hear- 
ing, the defence has the oppor- 
tunity to present evidence in 
mitigation — including testimony 
on the defendant's background, 
age. and character — aimed at 
justifying a prison sentence, 
rather than the death penalty. 

The jury tbat sentenced Dalton 
Prejean to death was not in- 
formed of Mr. Prejean's history 
of childhood abuse, nor about his 
documented history of mental ill- 
ness and brain damage. Shcnly 
before Mr. Prejean was executed 
in 1990, one of the original trial 
jurors appealed to the governor 
to grant clemency. The juror had 
examined information not avail- 
able at the trial, and had con- 
cluded: “I would, if 1 had another 
opportunity, vote against the 
death penalty in favour of institu- 
tionalisation." Under Louisiana 
law. the jury must be unanimous 
in recommending the death 
penalty; if even one juror dis- 
sents. the sentence imposed must 
be life imprisonment. 

In some states juveniles 
charged with capital crimes are 
automatically tried in the adult 
criminal courts, which alone have 
the power to impose the death 
sentence. In other states a juve- 
nile court decides whether or not 
to transfer the case to the juris- 
diction of the criminal court. In 
the cases examined by AI. the 
juvenile courts did not appear to 
consider the emotional maturity 
of the defendant when deciding 
whether he or she would be tried 
as an adult. Juveniles charged 
with capital crimes were com- 
monly sent to the adult criminal 
court simply because the juvenile 
system maintains no facilities for 
long-term incarceration. 

In one Kentucky case, the 
juvenile court specifically found 
tbat the defendant was “emo- 
tionally immature and could be 
amenable to treatment if properly 
done on a long-term basis..." 
However, the court ordered the 
case to be transferred to the adult 
court — where the defendant was 
subsequently sentenced to death 
— as tbe state did not provide 
long-term youth rehabilitation 
programmes. 

Conditions on death rows in 
the U.S. are generally harsh; 
most prisoners sentenced to 
death have no access to prison 
work, vocational training prog- 
rammes or group educational 
classes. They are typically con- 
fined alone, in small, poorly- 
equipped cells, with limited 
opportunities for association with 
other prisoners and no access to 
rehabilitative treatment. Such 
conditions are particularly 
damaging to juvenile offenders, 
many of whom eventually have 
their death sentences overturned 
on appeal. 

International law unanimously 
prohibits tbe imposition of the 
death penalty on juvenile offen- 
ders. Article 6(5) of the Interna- 
tional Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights (ICCPR) states: 
“Sentence of death shall not be 
imposed for crimes committed by 
persons below eighteen years of 
age and shall nor be carried out 
on pregnant women." Article 
4(5) of the American Convention 
on Human Rights contains a simi- 
lar provision. The U.S. govern- 
ment signed both these treaties in 
1977, but has not yet ratified 
them. 

These international standards 
were developed in recognition of 
the fact that the death penalty, 
with its uniquely cniel and irrev- 
ersible character, is a wholly in- 
appropriate punishment for those 
who have not attained fell physic- 
‘al or emotional maturity and are 
thus widely recognised as being 
less responsible for their actions. 

The existence of the death 
penalty undermines the founda- 
tions of the criminal justice sys- 
tem by ruling out the possibility 
of rehabilitation. The execution 
of young people is particularly 
abhorrent because their persona- 
lities and patterns of behaviour 
are not fixed and they are more 
likely than adults to be successful- 
ly rehabilitated. Moreover, the 
young people on death row will 
not be killed until they have 
grown to adulthood while appeal- 
ing their sentences. By the time 
they are put to death, they may 
bear little resemblance to the 
teenagers who committed their 


crimes. 

Supporters of the death penalty 
often point to its supposed deter- 
rent effect. Detailed research in 
the U.S. and other countries has 
failed to provide evidence that 
the death penalty deters crime 
more effectively than other 
punishments; some studies have 
found that the “brutalising" 
effect of executions actually in- 
creases the rate of violent crime. 
The deterrences argument is even 
less persuasive when applied to 
juveniles. Professor Victor Streib 

of the College of Law at Cleve- 
land State Universiry. who has 
conducted detailed studies of 
juvenile offenders, concluded: 
“It seems clear that few adoles- 
cents have any meaningful con- 
cept of death. In fact, they seem 

to be attracted to death-defying 
behaviour, the threat of a death 
penalty may aciually encourage 
some juvenile crimes." 

During the 19S0s the U.S. Sup- 
reme Court was asked to rule on 
whether the execution of juve- 
niles was permissible under the 
constitution. Lawyers handling 
these appeals argued that the 
execution of juvenile offenders 
constitutes cruel and unusual 
punishment in violation of the 
Eighth and Fourteenth Amend- 
ments to the Constitution. 

In 1982 the Supreme Court 
vacated the death sentence im- 
posed on Monty Lee Eddings. a 
16-year-old offender, on the 
grounds that the trial judge had 
refused to consider mitigating 
evidence at the sentencing hear- 
ing. Although the court failed to 
rule on the question of whether 
the death penalty was necessarily 
cruel and unusual punishment 
when imposed on a 16-year-old, 
the court noted “just as the chro- 
nological age of a minor is itself a 
relevant mitigating factor of great 
weight, so must the background 
and mental and emotional de- 
velopment of a youthful defen- 
dant be duly considered in sen- 
tencing." 

As Al's findings demonstrate, 
these principles have been 
ignored in subsequent cases in- 
volving juvenile offenders. 

In 1989, by a narrow 5-4 major- 
ity, the Supreme Court upheld 
the death sentences imposed on 
Kevin Stanford and Heath Wil- 
kins, who were sentenced to 
death for murders committed 
when they were 17 and 16 respec- 
tively. Writing for the majority. 
Justice Antonin Scalia said that 
U.S. society had formed no con- 
sensus that such executions con- 
stitute “cruel and unusual punish- 
ment," and rejected evidence 
suggesting that the death penalty 
had no deterrent effect on juve- 
niles. AI described the ruling as 
“a retrograde step for interna- 
tional human rights." 

Justice William Brennan, dis- 
senting from the majority, noted 
that “within the world commun- 
ity, the imposition of the death 
penalty for juvenile crimes 
appears to be overwhelmingly 
disapproved." The execution of 
juveniles, he said, made no 
measurable contribution to 
acceptable goals of punishment. 

A significant body of profes- 
sional opinion in the U.S. includ- 
ing the American Bar Associa- 
tion (ABA) and the National 
council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges, likewise condemns 
the imposition of the death penal- 
ty on juvenile offenders. In a 
brief submitted to the U.S. Sup- 
reme Court in 1989, the ABA 
argued that “our society recog- 
nises that minors are less mature, 
less experienced, less able to ex- 
ercise good judgment and self- 
restraint, more susceptible to en- 
vironmental influence (both posi- 
tive and negative), and as a result 
less responsible and less culpable 
in a moral sense than adults.” 
The ABA acknowledged that 
some minors charged with serious 
crimes must be tried and sent- 
enced in the adult criminal 
courts, but added: “They should 
not be held to the degree of moral 
accountability necessary to justify 
the ultimate sanction of execu- 
tion.” 

All of the juvenile offenders on 
death row were convicted of mur- 
der, some committed in particu- 
larly brutal circumstances. AI 
does not argue the juveniles 
should not be held criminally 
liable, or subjected to severe 
punishment where appropriate. 
However, AI is unconditionally 
opposed to the death penalty 
because it is a violation of the 
fundamental right to life and the 
right not to be subjected to cruel, 
inhuman or degrading punish- 
ment. 

The death penalty is premedi- 
tated and cold-blooded murder 
on the part of the state, and can 
never be justified as a fitting 
response to violent crime, howev- 
er repugnant. There must be res- 
traints on the actions govern- 
ments can take to punish indi- 
viduals. As a first step towards 
the total abolition of the death 
penalty, and to bring the U.S. 
into minimal conformity with in- 
ternational standards, the line 
must be drawn at the age of 18. 
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South Korea wins its first 
Winter Olympics gold medal 


'ALBERTVILLE, France (AP) 
— Italian skier Stefania Belmon- 
do ou traced Russian iron woman 
Lyobov Egorova by 22 seconds 
over 30 kilometres Friday, but 
Egorova amassed the best medal 
haul so for of these Winter Olym- 
pics. 

Egorova’s total of five — three 
gold and two silver — made her 
the most successful cross-country 
skier in a angle winter games. 
Bronze medalist Elena Valbe, 
Egorova’s teammate on the Un- 
ited Team along former Soviet 
athletes, also had five, but four 
were bronze, along with a relay 
race gold. 

Norway’s Vegard “the Viking” 
Ulvang, who has three golds and 
a silver, planned to try for his 
fifth medal Saturday in the men’s 
50-kilometre cross country. 

“I slept only three hours be- 
cause I had back pains and in the 
morning I thought I wouldn’t 
have a chance. But after the start 
I forgot all about it,” the 23-year- 
old Belmondo said after w inning 
Italy’s fourth gold of these games. 
Her own total is one gold, one 
silver and one bronze. 

Egorova said, “I didn’t think 
about the gold while I was skiing. 
I was only thinking about doing 
my best on the day.” 

Wolfgang Hoppe, persuing his 
third gold in three Olympics, 
piloted a German sled to first 
(dace midway through four-man 
bobsled competition, despite 
hobbling with a hamstring injured 
six weeks ago. 

Hoppe, 34, champion in the 
two- and fonr-man events in 
1984, led Austria by .07 seconds 
with two runs remaining Satur- 
day. Canada was .19 behind the 
leader and Swiss driver Gustav 
Weder, winner of the two-man 
gold medal Sunday, was .23 off 
die pace. 


Germany still held the overall 
medals leads with 25, including 10 
gold. The Unified Team’s two 
cross country medals brought its 
total to 22, including eight gokL 
Austria had 19 and Norway 18. 

The women's longest cross 
country race came after a day of 
major winter sports rivalries — 
Austrians and Swiss, Dutch and 
Norwegians ... and South Ko- 
reans, Chinese and Canadians. 

South Koreans and Chinese? 

The event was short track 
speedskating, brand new to the 
Olympics but a favourite for 
some time in Asia. 

South Korea won its first Win- 
ter Olympics gold medal ever 
Thursday when Kim Ki-Hoon 
broke a teammate’s minutes-oh. 
world record in the men’s 1,000- 
metre race. A Canadian was 
second. 

Canada won the women’s 
3,000-metre relay after the 
anefior for world record-holder 
■China, leading in a semifinal 
heat, fell only 50 metres from 
the finish. 

As for the Austrians and Swiss, 
in women’s slalom skiing, Au- 
strian Petra Kronberger, a two- 
time World Cup champion, won 
by .42 seconds, becoming a dou- 
ble gold medalist. Defending 
Olympic slalom champion Vreni 
Schneider of Switzerland man- 
aged only seventh. 

Annclisc Coberger charged 
from eighth after the first run to 
take the silver — New Zealand’s 
first Winter Olympics medal 
ever. 

Dutch skater Bart Veldkamp 
ended Norway’s monopoly on 
long-distance speeds k ati n g gold 
medals in these games, beating 
world record-holder Johann Olav 
Koss in the regular track men's 
10,000 metres. 

The Unified Team athletes 


won in another longstanding 
rivalry — Germans against 
Soviets in biathlon. Evgeny Red- 
kine, in his Olympic debut, won 
foe 20-kilometre race when Ger- 
many’s Mark Kfrchner, already a 
double gold medalist, missed his 
last shooting target. 

Japan’s Midori Ito, usually a 
stellar jumper, needed to recover 
powerfully from a foil in her 
original programme to gain a 
medal in women’s figure skating 
night After the original program- 
me. She stood fourth — behind 
Amerians Kristi Yamagucfai and 
Nancy Kerrigan and France’s 
Stnya Bonaly. 

Regardless of how Ito fores, 
however, Asians were having 
their best Winter Olympics ever. 
Japan had five medals, including 
a gold in Nordoc skiing’s com- 
bined jumping-cross country 
event The rest of foe Asian 
medals were in regular or short 
trade speedskating — three for 
South Korea and two for China, 
which also had no medals in 
previous Winter Games. 

Kim, the 1991 World Cham- 
pion at 500 and 3,000 metres in 
short track, won Thursday in 1 
minute, 30,76 seconds, breaking 
the record of 1:31.16 set only 15 
minutes earlier by teammate Lee 
Joon-Ho in the semifinals. Lee 
ended with foe bronze, behind 
Canada’s Frederic Blackburn. 

New Zealand almost had 
another medal as Mike McMillen 
reached the four-man final, but 
he finished last. 

Canada .took Olympic gold af- 
ter winning 10 of the last 11 
women’s relay World Cham- 
pionships. It had help when 
Chinese anchor Zhang Yanmei 
fell rounding the final torn in foe 
semifinals. The United States was 
second and the Unified Team 
third. 


Kronberger, who won foe com- 
bined event last week but fell in 
foe giant slalom Wednesday, 
shed tears of joy over her slalom 
victory. 

“I was a very good run and I 
think this ran I have only every 
hundred years,” Kronberger 
said, “but it was in foe Olympic 
Games and that’s very good for 
me.'*' 

Spain won its first medal of 
these games — a bronze for 
Blanca Fernandez Ochoa, whose 
older brother, Francisco, won the 
men’s slalom in foe 1972 games. 
She was .25 seconds behind 
Coberger. 

Veldkamp's triumph was the 
Netherlands’ first in Olympic 
men’s speedskating since Piet 
Kleine took foe 10,000 metres in 
1976. 

He finished 2.46 seconds ahead 
of Koss, gold medalist earlier in 
foe 1,500, and 6.01 seconds faster 
than bronze medalist Geir Karl- 
stad, another Norwegian. Karl- 
stad was the gold medalist here at 
5,000 metres. 

“Everywhere we go, there are 
Dutch spectators,” Veldkamp 
said. “It's a good feeling. ... 
Every Dutch person knows bow 
to skare, and to skate fast” 

Biathlon whiner Redkine said 
he learned only two days before 
the race that he was going to 
compete, as a substitute for 
Sergei Tassarov, sidelined 
throughout the games by a se- 
rious illness. 

He was perfect in foe shooting 
portion, while Kirchner’s three 
misses cost three minutes in 
penalties added to his cross coun- 
try ski time. Redkine won by only 
6.4 seconds. Mikael Lofgren of 
Sweden had two misses and 
finished 25 seconds behind the 
winner for the bronze. 


Krabbe trains for Olympics despite suspension 


BERLIN (Agencies) — World 
sprint champion Kurin Krabbe 
Thursday again denied any 
wrongdoing and said she expects 
to compete in the Barcelona sum- 
mer Olympics despite her suspen- 
sion for falsifying a drug test 
along with, two German team- 
mates. 

The German Athletics Federa- 
tion (DLV) suspended Krabbe, 
22, Grit Brener and Silke Moel- 
ler, for four years after it said foe 
three submitted drag-free urine 
samples that came from the same 
person. Their trainer, Thomas 
Springstein, also was suspended. 

Falsifying drug tests carries foe 
same penalty as failing one under 
Internationa] Amateur Athletic 
Association (IAAF) rules. 

Krabbe was interviewed by 
German ZDF Television during a 
training session at her home- 
town of Neubrandenbnxg north 
of Berlin, and repeated her denial 
of wrongdoing. 

“There was no manipulation,” 
she said, adding that she hopes 
the appeals processes don’t go on 
too long because runners need 
calm to train. “We want to start 


in Barcelona, and we’re training 
for it. And I think we wifi start.'' 

Krabbe would be one of Ger- 
man’s top medal hopes if she 
competes in the summer Olym- 
pics. She won the 100 and 200 
metres at last summer’s World 
Championships in Tokyo. 
Breuel, 20, won a silver medal in 
the 400 metres at Tokyo, and 
Moeller, 27, is a former world 
champion at 100 metres. 

All three came to foe .German 
team from former east Germany, 
which was a sports powerhouse 
but now has a deeply-tainted 
reputation from the widespread 
use of performance-enhancing 
drags. 

Meanwhile a German lawyer 
investigating a dope test that led 
to foe suspension of Krabbe will 
interview the South African offi- 
cials who took tiie samples. 

Chris Hattingh, chairman of 
foe Doping Committee of Athle- 
tics South Africa, said Friday he 
would meet Norbrecht Lorenz, 
legal adviser to the German 
Athletic Federation (DLV) in 
Johannesburg later in foe day. 


He said they would visit Stel- 
lenbosch, near Cape Town, 
Saturday to interview officials, 
who carried out dope tests on foe 
three former athletes training in 
die town earlier this year. 

Professor Manfred Donike of 
Cologne said tests showed that 
the three women submitted iden- 
tical samples, but foe athletes 
deny wrongdoing and says they 
will go to court to prove their 
innocence if necessary. 

The three spent several weeks 
in Stellenbosch, a university town 
50 kms from Cape Town, training 
in conditions similar to those 
expected at the Barcelona Olym- 
pics. 

Mr. Hattingh said in a tele- 
phone interview he would take 
Lorenz to the testing centre at the 
Coctzsnburg University trade. 

“We will fly to Cape Town 
together Saturday to meet all the 
officials and everyone else in- 
volved in the tests,” he said. 

Hattingh said he was not aware 
of any fyihire or fraud by any 
athletics South Africa offidals. 


but be said the decision to inter- 
view them on foe scene was his. 

“We want to give die German 
Athletic Federation every oppor- 
tunity to make a thorough study 
of foe drcomstances,” he said. 

Athletics Sooth Africa is foe 
country’s new unified track and 
field., authority formed by r foe 
amalgamation of two racially 
segregated controlling bodies. 

Krabbe ’s lawyer and doping 
experts have suggested there may 
have been irregnhrhies in the 
testing procedure. 

Refohard Ran ball told German 
television earlier tins week: “It’s 
definite foe samples were tam- 
pered with, but the DLV has not 
proven foe athletes were in- 
volved.” 

Krabbe’s manager has 
threatened a $6 million law suit if 
she loses sponsors. 

Her chief backer Nike has said 
it wifi stick by her until a case is 
proven but sports nutrition firm 
Isostar cancelled a two-year 
promotional deal shortly after the 
suspensions were announced. 


A1 Ramtha retains 
Jordan Cup title 

By Ateen Bannayan 

Special to. the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Ramtha heU ou to their Jordan Cup title when 
they beat A1 WDidat 1-0 to the final match played Friday. 

The first half ended scoreless. But Faye* Bidewi quickly changed 
tfcjt hi the 47th mlnnte, scoring the match’s only goal from a free 
kick from just outside the penalty box. 

A1 Wlhdat’s Ibrahim Sa’dfych lost a chance to eqoalbe, whHe AI 
Ramtba’s Khafed A! Aqqourl foiled to score his team’s second 


AI Wlhdat therefore lost the chance to win both foe op and 
league titles to the same season (a feat acco mplishe d only by AI 
Faisal! so far). 

The wMfr* was attended by Minister of Youth Saleh Inbefcht 
and a crowd of 17,000 soccer fens. 

Meanwhile the Jordan Soccer Federation (JSF) has set foe 1992 
soccer season schedule. 

The season wffl begin on March 20 with the Cup Winner’s Cop, 
in which the premier league ch a mpion meets foe winner of the 
Jordan Cup. AI Wibdat wffl therefore play AI Ramtfea. 

The Federation Shield wffl be held during Ramadan , from 
March 21-30. The premier league (which has been renamed the 
first division) kicks off on April 7 and wffl end on June 12. 

The under- 16 and under- 19 as well as the second, third, fourth 
and fifth division competitions wffl run np until the end of 
November. The Jordan Cup, which begins on Sept. 15, wffl 
conclude the 1992 season. 

The JSF has tight ly squeezed the 1992 schedule to enable some 
teams, as wefi as the national team to take part in the Arab and 
Asian competitions. 

The tight agenda however is bound to create an extra pressure 
on everyone involved, especially shier there b less than a month’s 
time between the end of the past season and the 1992 kkk off on 
March 20. 

“There should have been a transition period to aOow some sort 
of mental and physical refief for the players,” AI Wlhdat’s bead 
couch Mohammad Mustafa told the Jordan Times. 

“As a result of the continued postpo n e m ents of last season the 
two seasoM have been i n tegr a ted. Thb wffl u nfor tu nat ely cause a 
lot of problems,” said Mustafa- “X expect many players to be 
plagued by injuries due to overHStress, and this wffl reflect badly 00 
afl the teams, especially the national team.” 


Seeds continue to roll at 
Slims of Oklahoma 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 
(R) — Form held firma at the 
5150,000 Virginia of Oklahoma 
Tennis Tournament Thursday as 
four seeded players breezed to 
straight-set victories to reach foe 
quarterfinals. 

Top-seeded Zina Garrison 
dosed out the afternoon session 
with a swift 6-2 6-1 victory over 
Rika Hiraki of Japan. 

Nicole Provis of Australia, the 
fifth seed, was even stingier than 
Garrison, yielding only one game 
to compatriot Kristin Godridge in 
winning 6-1 6-0. 


Third seed Lori McNeil was a 
6-4 6-2 winner agaisnt South Afri- 
can Elna Reinach, and fourth- 
seeded Amy Frkper beat fellow- 
Americau LoMso Allen 6-4 6-0. 

Garrison was definitely upbeat 
after her 48-msaute match. 

“TTn realy storting to enjoy my 
tennis,” said Garrison, who wffl 
face Ann Grossman in the 
quarter-finals. 

"For me, foe strokes are all 
there. But to keep winning it is 
important that I feel like Tm 
having a good tupe/’.^he said. 
“And now, Fm feeling great. 


Parker available for league 
leaders Manchester United 


LONDON (R) — Manchester . 
United defender Paul Parker will 
be available for the English 
League leader’s dash with Crys- 
tal Palace Saturday after making * 
a full recovery from a hamstring 
injury. 

The injury kept Parker out of 
the United side for one match 
and also ruled him out of Eng- 
land’s team for the friendly inter- 
national against France this 
week. 


His return poses a happy prob- 
lem for manager Alex Ferguson 
who has the luxury of selecting 
from a squad missing only Steve 
Bruce. 

Ferguson could omit of bis 
wingers, Ryan Giggs or Andrei 
Kanchekkis, and switch the de- 
fence to make room for Parker. 

United wffl be chasing the dou- 
ble over Palace, whom they beat 
3-1 at Selhurst Park in Novem- 
ber. 


Courier, Edberg win, 

Lendl, Becker lose in Stuttgart 


STUTTGART, Germany (AP) 
— Jim Courier and Stefan 
Edberg, foe top two seeds, won, 
but upsets eliminated No. 3 Boris 
Becker and No. 4 Ivan Lendl 
Thursday in the second round of 
the $1.04 million Enrocard Clas- 
sics Tournament. 

Courier outlasted Dutchman 
Richard Krajicek 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 
and Edberg swept past' Austrian 
Alex Antonitsch 6-1, 6-2. Both 
advanced to the quarterfinals. 

Unseeded Jan Siemerink of the 
Netherlands ousted Becker 6-3, 
6-4 and Alexander Volkov of 
Russia took out Lendl 7-6 (7-4), 


5-7, 6-1. 

Weary from too much tennis 
last weekend, Becker dis- 
appointed a crowd of around 
7,000, including many fens from 
bis hometown of Leimen. 

Becker looked sluggish and 
never seemed to find any kind of 
rythym in the 79-minute match. 
Siemerink -kept Becker pinned 
down with a powerful serve-and- 
voDey game. 

“After playing many, many 
hours in singles and doubles at 
Brussels last week I was very 
tired and it took its toll,” said 
Becker. - 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 

OTW1 Tnfiu’ii UK*. Sorvlco*. ft 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 

hold: 

♦AJ1065 78763 OJ86 *Q 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 

QJ2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AJ106B 78763 0J86 *Q 
The bidding Has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 2 * Pass 

2 0 Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 


Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hokfc 

6AJ106S 78763 ?J86 *Q 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 2 * 

2 0 Pass 2 6 

2 NT Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*Q6 7J5 0AKQJ76 4A95 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 0 Pass 2 * Pass 

7 

What do you bid now? 

Q.5 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AKQ106 776 vQ95 *962 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
1 C Pass 1 * Pass 

3 * Pass ? 

What do you hid now? 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

*A94 7K84 CK96 *10673 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * Dbl 3 * ? 

What action do you take? 


Andy Capp 


A® 




I^GLAOZ 
HAVEN'T 
GOT A 
WlFEvANDY 


, DON'T (3STME ] 
WRONG/, 
SON —I'M 
NOT 
AGAINST 
i MARRIAGE-; 



ITS IWftEE 0 CLOCK 
IN THB MORNING 
AND my stomach 

HURTS... 


DO D0G5 SET APPENPICITI5 7 
MAYBE I'M HAVING A HEART 
ATTACK. .MAYBE l'M PYIN6..I 
MY FEET ARE COLD... 


LUMEN YOU'RE 
DYING, YOUR 
FEET 6ET COLD 





Mutt'n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY FEBRUARY 22, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: De- 
lve right into those responsiNities 
ahead of you and expect to make 
some changes in your methods 
even though you are ooocemrating 
on practical matter* and realistic 
considerations. 

ARIES: (March 21 to Aped 19) 
Now you will be able to praer to 
yourself whatever information and 
data yon desire as wgU as get out 
statements and reports expected of 

you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) All 
kinds of interesting conferences 
and buddies can be engaged in with 
those experts who can give the 
specific suggestions you detire. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Yon 
have aO kinds of pe r so na l associa- 
tions today and tonight that if you 
renew can have in your fife at 
toonutfeti. periods for som etime 
to 


MOON CHILDREN: (Tone 22 to 
July 21) You have a good chance to 
have considerable assistance in 
putting into motion a private plan 
that appeals to you but requires 
much activity and cooper a tion. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Think 
about the various friends and ac- 
quaintances, both men and women 
who are most able to give you 
intelligent sugg e stions for gaining 
personal goals. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Outside wtaefemd activities 
of all sorts should daim your atten- 


tion now for you arc able to make 
' them work to your gain and prog- 
ress. 

UBRA: (September 23 to October 

22) Think about where yon can go 
and what you can do to extend 
your present prosperity beyond; 
p re s en t boundaries and you make 

major strides in doing so. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) A very good day to have a 
conversation with your attachment 
about the direction in which your 

nllinnrw jg taking, ti»ngg to do to 
improve accord. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Listen to persons 
who have all kinds of divergent 
standpoints today and you will get 
some very good ideas you can nse 
in your own affairs. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Every possible angle 
yon can work to make yoor sur- 
roundings more as your desire can 
be helpful to you now so pitch in 
and get tasks done. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have yoor best ideas in 
sometime for dwarfing the good 
times which can bring you the^ 
greatest amount of relief from bur- 
dens so arrange then. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
'20) Make a special point today to 
find out just what is cqKCted of 
yon by those who also dwell be- 
neath your own roof and show you 
can please them. 


HE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Ooops/ 1 just remembered — I 
hid your Christmas present 
inside the turkey!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary worts. 


|F 

IOPYX 


■ 

mum 

■■ 

(WMM 


BASAH i 


n 

IC 

mm 


pi 

HOSUT 


ZEE 


HER 

TH 

S 


- 

_ 



-THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
O - by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

y " 1 ” “ 1 

One more goof Hte that 
end hell be our 



ME CAN MAKE A 
DECISION ANC? STICK 
TO IT -NO MATTER 
HOW WKON© HE »S- 
WHICH IS WHY 
WE KNOW THIS. 


Answer here: THAT 


Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

(Answers tomorrow) 
SECOND INJURY 


Jumbles: RORD OCTET 


•■OF 


you love 
COURSE 


1 DO!” 


THE Daily Crossword by Virginia L Yates 


ACROSS 
1 Word on a 
button 
6 Of vision 
11 Saratoga e.g. 

14 Town In Maine 

15 Yippee! 

16 He ti tat o ry 
sounds 

17 Go to work in 
earnest 

19 Unduly 

20 Necklaces ot 
flowers 

21 Whale ofadog 
23 Beach hut 

26 Unjustiftahto 

27 Putting on — 

28 Vexes 
30 Let on 

33 Go to Andcrver 

34 Red or Coral 

35 Uppity 

36 " — RambOng 
Wrack--” 

37 Dive In 

39 Seadog 

40 Tackle 

42 Ostrogoth’s foe 

43 NASA structure 

44 — -Saxon 

45 White cheese 

46 Butcher’s cut 

47 Cutler or wave 
4SDOW 

51 Sidekicks 
53 — a-brac 
54 ‘It Had To 
Be—' 

55 Fan to 

60 — alive! 

61 Macaw 

62 Cook Intel 
peninsula 

63 Wind up 

64 Synthetic 
material 

65 Breaks 

DOWN 

1 Korean sokDer 

2 Sea bird 

3 Old Fr. coin 

4 Put one's arms 
around 

5 Symbol 

6 Is In debt to 



01991 Tram MKH SwCH. Vc 
49 Right* Hmmd 


7 Add fluff 

8 Doubting 


9 Davenport man 

10 Steady 

11 Kickoff 

12 campus VIP lor 
short 

13 Dating from 
18 Means erf 

communteatton 

22 Commotion 

23 Per — 

2* Flyer 

25 Lead the way 

26 Pass through 
saftiy 

29 Dem.’s foe 

31 Type type 

32 Power of fUm 
35 Oft] Biue Eyas 

37 Hood 

38 Gone 

4i nc coSegs 
43 Let up 
45 Joyous 
4fiStBpici0U3 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


gnan nnnn Qmnnn 
nnnn « MR 

_ non HHcinnn 

rannn shrpir 

□nnnnra nna 

nnnnnn 



50 Stacks of hay 

51 Ftowar hand 

52 Kin of b bay 

53 Breakfast food 


SS’-Magnon 
58 ET0 folk 
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3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

4.12 

f.i’5 

10.00 

10.00 

>3.53 

9.43 

7.3; 

mm\ 

9.87 

9.84 

5.75 

4.87 
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Central Bank of Jordan Exchange It ace Bulletin 

Date: 


20/2/1992 


Offer 


0.6840 



Dmalirr .'I. lie IWi 



LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at mitbesaon 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Fnday. 

One Sterfing 1.7415/25 U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1830/35 Canadian dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7415/25 

1.1830/35 

1.6550/60 

1.8545/55 

1.4940/50 

33.981/02 

5.5830/80 

1241/1243 

128.80/90 

6.0030 

6.4715/4815 

6.4000/5000 

352.30/352.80 


Cmema 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deulschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Tel: 677420 


Kim Basinger 

TOO HOT 
TO HANDLE 

Shows: 3-30. 6 15. 8:30. 10:30 
p.m 



Today and everyday 

“ZAMAN AL SHAKLABAH” 
(Sommersault Time) play 

Conbnuesits shows 

starring : 'VUxr Awwad neighbourhood" family 

al 8 p.m. everyday . 

•ticket office open daily / 


Analyst expects interest 
rates on dollar to stay low 


Foreigners return to Shangh 


iai 


By Jawad Azzeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Interest rates pay- 
able on currencies are used by 
central banks as a tool of monet- 
ary policy. When the rate of 
inflation in a country is low, its 
central bank tends to reduce in- 
terest rates payable on its curren- 
cy in an effort to help produce 
higher rates of economic growth. 

Interest rates should not, howev- 
er, fall below the rate of inflation 
in an economy. For if they fall 
below that rate for a currency, 
investors would tend to pull their 
investments out of that cnn-ency 
•into other currencies. That would 
reduce the exchange rate of the 
currency, raise the price of im- 
ports into the country, and conse- 
quently, increase the rate of the 
country's inflation. 

The decline in U.S. interest 
rates in the past eighteen months 
made it possible for the U.S. 
economy to grow moderately in 
the second and third quarters of 
1991. The considerable cuts in 
these rates last December should 
help strengthen the U.S. eco- 
nomy further. The fiscal stimulus 
included in Mr. Bush's State of 
the Union message to Congress 
should help consumer confidence 

in retaining their jobs and adding 
new jobs to payrolls across the 
country. This should help push 
consumer spending to new higher 
levels. Consumers account for 
about two thirds of American 
GDP and these measures will 


accordingly, ensure that the U.S. 
economy will advance more 
strongly in the second half of 
1992. 

In fact, as we stated above, the 
housing and auto industries have 
been recently expanding. Such an 
expansion would make it un- 
necessary for the Federal Reserve 
Board to reduce U.S. interest 
rates any farther, particularly 
that inflation will start to acceler- 
ate with the expansion of the 
economy. In his address to the 
Independent Bankers Associa- 
tion of America, Federal Reserve 
Board Chairman Alan Greens- 
pan stated that the Fed has done 
enough to help the U.S. eco- 
nomy. 

Current three month U.S. dol- 
lar deposit rate of around 4% per 
year gives investors a premium (a 
real return) of;l% per year above 
U.S. inflation rate at the con- 
sumer level -in 1991 of 3.1%. 
Conversely, current interest rates 
of 9.25% per year on the German 
Mark pay investors a real return 
of 5% per year. 

In light of the above data, and 
in view of the preceding econo- 
mic considerations, we should not 
expect any further decline in U.S. 
dollar interest rates. In fact, these 
rates are either at their floor or 
very dose to that floor. They will 
stay at their present levels in the 
first half of 1992, when the U.S. 
economy starts to reflect greater 
vigor. 

Following that expansion, we 
should encounter a gradual rise in 
those rates. 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


Following is a summary of trading during last week and the previous 
week: 

Feb. 15-19 Feb. 8-12 


Dally average 
Total volume 
Total shares 
No. of contracts 




JD 3,866,593 
JD 19432,967 
9,735,448 
8,055 


Sectoral trading: 


JD 2450480 
JD 12.753,401 
5485478 
5,075 


Financial 


Share price index 
No. o t companies 
Price movement (r 
(Deettne) 

(Stable) 


JD 11,225.087 

JD 7,886,074 

(58.0%) 

(61.8%) 

JD 5,290,937 

JD 4^71,728 

(27.4%) 

(31.9%) 

. . (11.0%) 

(5.1%) 

(3.6%) 

(1.2%) 

152.6 

151.7 

82 

73 

se) 36 

37 

26 

23 

20 

13 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks closed sharply up as hopes of lower interest 
rates sparked a last minute surge after a dull day. The Nikkei 
average ended up 519.89 points at 21,291.81. 

SYDNEY — The Australian share market drifted to close slightly 
lower, ignoring a sharp rise on Wall Street. The All Ordinaries 
index closed down 1.5 at 1,621.5. 

SINGAPORE — Shares dosed mixed after profit-taking emerged 
to pare early gains in active trading. The Straits Times industrial 
index ended at 1,519,05, up 5.78. 

BOMBAY — Prices rose sharply on late speailafive buying after a 
shaky start. The BSE index rose to a new high for the second day 
id finish 5.60 points at 2,454.66. 

FRANKFURT — German shares ended at an 18-month dosing 
high, pushed up mainly by short-covering ahead of Friday's expiry 
of options contracts on die DTB futures exchange. Traders said 
genuine buying interest was low. The 30-share DAX index 
finished np 14.45 points at 1,717.63. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares ended a moderately active session 
slightly higher. Trading was hectic only at midmoming when 
expiring Soffex options and futures bit the market. The SMI 
dosed np 3.9 at 1,804.0. 

PARIS — Investors continued to buy cyclical stocks on hopes of 
an economic recovery. The CAC-40 blue chip, index rose 11.15 
points, or 047 per cent, to 1,962.37, finally recovering all the 
ground lost after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

LONDON — Shares ended mixed amid recurring worries about 
the U.K. poli tical outlook and jitters over the corporate reporting 
season. The FTSSE index dosed down 1.1 points at 2,542.3. 
NEW YORK — Shares were under mild pressure towards 
midday. Heavy volume was due mostly to expiry of stock and 
stock index options. At 1657 GMT, the Dow was down 0.32 at 
3,280.41. 


Cinema 


Tel: 634144 


Sylvester Stallone.. .in 

ROCKY V 

Shows: 1230, 3 JO. 6:15, &30. I0J0 

Special shows for children on Thursdays 
and Fridays at 11:30 a m. 

\ SPIDER MAN 




Noor Al Sharif 
in 


Naji Al Ali 

Arabic 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 840. 10:30 p.m 


SHANGHAI (R) — Foreigners 
traded shares in Shanghai Friday 
for the first time since the 1949 
revolution in a bold capitalist 
experiment to transform the cra- 
dle of Chinese communism. 

The fledgling communist 
bourse followed capitalist rules of 
supply and demand, with the new 
B shares issued by Shanghai 
Vacuum Electron Device Co. 
surging to a sharply higher finish 
as few sellers entered the market. 

The shares, the first in Shan- 
ghai expressly intended for fore- 
ign investors, closed at S88.5 
from an opening bid of S72, but 
off an intra*day high of 92.4, 
exchange officials said. They car- 
ried a face value equivalent to 
S70. 

Shanghai Vacuum, a successful 
state-owned manufacturer of 
television components, repre- 
sents about half of the current 
capitalisation of companies listed 
in Shanghai, which now totals 
about 3.8 billion yuan ($697 mil- 
lion). 

The shares were listed on the 
Shanghai Stock Exchange, a 
colonial-style building near the 
Bund, Shanghai's waterfront that 
in pre- revolution days was the 
financial heart of China. 

In all, one million B shares 
were offered last month by a 
group of foreign and local Shan- 
ghai underwriters, raising 571 


‘Use 

oil 

with 

wisdom’ 

NEW DELHI (R) — India, fac- 
ing a shortfall in oil production 
and a rising import bill on crude 
and petroleum products, has 
mounted a “save oil" campaign. 

“Use oil with wisdom,'* is the 
slogan promoted by the state- 
owned Petroleum Conservation 
Research Association (PCRA) 
spearheading the campaign. 

“A 20 per cent saving in the 
consumption of petroleum pro- 
ducts is possible in the next two to 
three yeans. This will mean a 
saving of more than $2 billion on 
imports,’' PCRA executive direc- 
tor Reena Ramachandran told 
Reuters. 

India has kept oil products 
consumption in check with price 
hikes, besides- conservation mea- 
sures in the last two years. But 
imports have still increased be- 
cause of a shortfall in production. 

In 1991/92 ( April/March), Indi- 
a's imports of crude and oil pro- 
ducts are expected to be around 
23.5 million tonnes and 9.5 mil- 
lion, respectively, after 20.7 mil- 
lion and 8.6 million in the pre- 
vious year. 

India's crude output in 1991/92 
is expected to be around 30 mil- 
lion tonnes, down from 33 million 
in the previous year and com- 
pared to 34 million in 1989/90. 

Oil experts have blamed the 
production shortfall on bad man- 
agement of oil wells by the state- 
run oil and natural gas commis- 
sion. 

Ms. Ramachandran said Indi- 
a’s oil conservation drive 
assumed importance because of 
the rising import bill, estimated ar 
around 56 billion in 1991/92. 

“India can save 2.5 million 
tonnes on oil products used by 
industry alone she said. She 
estimated industry uses at about 
14 million tonnes a year. 

The save oil drive in industry is 
aimed at enforcing compulsory 
energy audits, replacing outdated 
equipment and introducing fiiel- 
efficient technologies, Ms. 
'Ramachandran said. 

The transport sector, which 
consumes about 40 per cent of the 
total supply of oil products, is one 
area targeted by PCRA for inten- 
sifying its save oil campaign. 

“At least one million tonnes of 
diesel could be saved through 
better management controls, 
driving and maintenance prac- 
tices,'* Ms. Ramachandran said. 


Algeria 
sells gas 
to Slovenia 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has 
started sending natural gas to 
Slovenia under a contract to de- 
liver 600 million cubic metres (21 
billion cubic feet) a year up to the 
year 2007. 

The Algerian state oil and gas 
firm Sonatracfa said deliveries to 
the firm Sozd Petrol started on 
Feb. 15 and were the first sales to 
Slovenia. 

Hie gas travelled some 3,000 
kilometres from Hassi R'mel in 
southern Algeria, across Tunisia, 
through trans-Mediterranean 
pipelines ami then into the Italian 
network, it said. A 30 -kilometre 
line has been built to link 
Slovenia to the Italian system. 


million to buy Japanese equip- 
ment to make colour TV tubes. 

“Slock markets arc the ulti- 
mate capitalist tool." said Alex 
Yeung of SBCI Finance Asia, a 
unit of leading foreign underwri- 
ter Swiss Bank Corp. “For this to 
happen in a so-called socialist 
country is staggering. We're con- 
fident there will be no hiccups,” 
he added. 

in an echo from rhe past when 
the Shanghai stock market was 
the liveliest in Asia. Chinese 
communist authorities consulted 
a traditional “Feng shui" master, 
or geomancer, to chose a propi- 
tious day to stan trading. 

Nine companies are listed on 
the Shanghai Stock Exchange, 
where shares are handled by 
young traders in bright red and 
yellow vests in an ornate, marble- 
pillared room rented from the Pu 
Jiang Hotel next door. 

Shanghai Vacuum shares were 
bought by institutions and profes- 
sional investors, many from Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. China hopes 
they will be the vanguard of an 
army of foreign investors pump- 
ing equity finance into state-run 
industry. 

The Shanghai Vacuum B 
shares have been trading on the 
grey market at 600 yuan (SI 10) 
and analysis say they expect this 
will be the level they ultimately 


MOSCOW (AP) — The rouble has 
joined other items in snort supp- 
ly, but this was good news for the 
Russians who had them Thurs- 
day: The rouble gained strength 
against the dollar. 

Long lines of people eager to 
unload their previously precious 
dollars stood outside banks in 
Moscow and the Far East port of 
Vladivostok, according to a Rus- 
sian News Agency and the Com- 
monwealth TV news programme. 

Those holding dollars, which 
have become the currency cf 
preference in many large cities of 
the former Soviet Union, suf- 
fered another setback in Moldo- 
va, which announced Thursday 
that it plans to ban the use of 
dollars and other foreign curren- 
cy on its territory. 

The Moscow branch of the 
Savings Bank of Russia was 
buying dollars for 70 roubles, a 
significant increase in the rouble's 
purchasing power from Wednes- 
day when a dollar cost 1U0 rou- 
bles. 

Last week, the rate was 110! 
roubles to the dollar at state j 
banks, and at currency auctions it i 
fluctuated between 210 and 230 | 
roubles per dollar. j 

Top economic officials pre- 
dicted the rate would hit 50 rou- 
bles to the dollar within two 
months. 

"People are in a hurry to sell 
(foreign) currency," said the 
ITAR-TASS news agency. 

For foreigners wanting to buy 
dollars and other foreign curren- 
cy. banks now charge a 10 per 
cent commission. ITAR-TASS 
reported. Russian citizens must 
pay a 25 per cent commission, it 
said. 

The Russian Information 
Agency (RIA) reported that offi- 
cials in Vladivostok's Dairy Bank 
had to restrict the number of 
people trying to exchange dollars 
for roubles on Wednesday. 

The bank's director general. 
Galina Belyayeva, told the news 
agency that customers were in a 
hurry to get rid of dollars follow- 
ing its steep drop in vaiue. 


reach. 

The B shares are not ir.tnsl'en- 
ahie to a >haics available to 
Chinese, which have been trading 
at around $|7(i B shares arc 
denominated m yuan but traded 
in U.S. dollars at a value calculat- 
ed by the exchange. 

Many international institutions 
are cautious about cquiiv invest- 
ment in a country with no nation- 
al securities laa.-, znd poor 
accounting practices and where 
the government intervenes with a 
heavy hand to regulate prices. 

Optimists argue that an invest- 
ment in the booming Chinese 
economy is a safe bet and Peking 
wilt only offer B shares in blue 
chip companies with high earning 
prospects. 

Shanghai has been gripped by 
stock market fever since the 
bourse officially reopened in 1990. 
fuelled by mounting individual 
savings earning me:*gre returns in 
state banks. 

New share t^ucs h-ve pro- 
voked near- riots hungry 

investors using bare fist- to *:et to 
the front of the queu-.. 

Investors said t'orciy:; e- 
ment in the marl;?; uni-!.’ -c 
the index surging even higher 'h: 
year. 

"Foreign money : s good for the 
market. If people sec r'vcig.wp, 
buvine. thev'li buv to- <uu 4 . one 


RIA said that even at the ^.1 to 
one exchange rate, "such a low 
price does not scare away those 
wishing to sell hard currency . of 
which there is ever more with 
each passing day." 

Deputy Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaidar Wednesday said the Rus- 
sian government has intentionally 
cut the supply of roubles to re- 
duce inflation and boos: the cur- 
rency's value. 

The rouble shortage has been 
caused partly by the soaring 
prices unleashed by President 
Boris Yeltsin's economic re- 
forms. He freed prices on most 
goods Jan. 2. causing the cost or 
many items to double or triple or 


punier standing in a huge crowd 
outside a luce! brokerage. 

"The market will double inis 
.vriJ I'jio'.iv: j.vuii* mves- 

■■'fo-b'e." r .■»«.! a third. 

Cr-hv foreirc ,:head with 
Ciij it.i.i,! reforms, apparently be- 
iti-v iijg rue lc: ,= >n from (he Soviet 
sJmor’s eo Si apse it that economic 
progress is essential for the sur- 
vival of socialism. 

i’. was been draining state cof- 
fer* with massive subsidies to 
loss-making government enter- 
prises. While hoping 10 sell off 
part of the stock to investors, the 
government will retain control in 
the-.. 1 companies. 

Foreign investors were thrown 
m;l ol China in 1?49 and the stock 
market became a hated symbol of 
t^pl'.alis; speculation, exploita- 
tion and private property. 

Broker.. *aid they expected the 
next l> share trading would start 
r.ext Friday in Sher”hen. China's 
other stock market ir. the new 
.■'ov: :i i j u. riv .‘‘cro*.* the border 
Kone A lord Ol iU B 
p : .• in Shen- 

■ •. 31i mghui 
- experiment 

the scale 
!■!■. for tuture 

“ r -• > xhaneh.:: o'uld see two 
■;r dly three r.-.ufe B share 
• fee' v^:*.r 


' 

ra.-.re end forcing Russians to dip 
ir.:. 1 their laving-., to cover ex- 
penses. 

Adding to the cash crunch has 
o :;.v reuse ir. export tariffs 
ip"' i f.lsM,: > centra! bank charges 
companies and organisations, 
said Alexei Ulyukaycv. a govem- 
mer: economic adviser Inflation 
.i!si iur begun to ease, he said. 

"M-jcT entities working on the 
market are no longer very in- 
terested in converting roubles 
it*? bard currency, so that leads 
to the decrease in the demand for 
herd currency, and that in turn 
actually influences the rouble rate 
»s compared to the dollar." Mr. 
i. !• ukav-fv said Thurr-dav . 


MS W 1 E.C xii:'. 

m asid 


NAIROBI. Kenya ■ AP< — After 
months of difficult negotiations, 
Ethiopia has won a S672 million 
international aid package that it 
will use to rebuild the economy 
after three decades of civil war 
and mismanagement. 

Approval of the emergency 
loans and grants was disclosed by 
the Ethiopian News Agency after 
the return from Washington of 
Abd Al Majid, the country’s 
minister of foreign economic rela- 
tions. 

The agency quoted Mr. Al 
Majid as saying Ethiopia would 
receive SI 50 million from the 
World Bank. S122 million from 
the African Development Bank. 
SI 16 million from the European 
Community and the rest from 
humanitarian organisations. 

Mr. Al Majid said the money 


v.oitid Ve used for co r .- :n.c non rf 
roads, school 1 : : luges, 

purchase of medicines and the 
rehabilitation of industry and 
agriculture. 

The aid negotiations began 
shortly after guerrilla armies 
oustto forifsr Fw.de r.t Mengis- 

H.:i!c Marian; 

Eitii-'pi.i ha:, b-v. n separate 

n . go : i at i n ■■ World Bn nk 

on* a larger, ior.g-.v.n.ge recon- 
struction aid package that West- 
ern diplomats require 

fun hv r c. in »r.;i- iii- .Tulvaik-n. 

Nc ij icidc Jaticr “gare li.t? been 
mentioned. 

Before its overthrow, Mengis- 
tu's Marxist government was 
spending more than bfl per cent of 
its annual budget on the military, 
then the largest in sub-Saharan 
Afr.ca. 


Area 240 sq.m. - 3 bedrooms - 2 ■sitting rooms - new & 
luxurious furniture - high location - Gardens Street. 
Contact tel. Me. QS1188 3:03 s.n:X2:2C p.m. 

IVe a/so have a Nissan Sednc, 85'mccet black plate number, 
good ss spare parts 


For work in company in Jabal Amman near 3rd 
Circle. Must be fluent in English and good in 
typewriting. Knowledge in using telex, fa* and 
computer is an advantage but not necessary Such 
knowledge could be obtained :n the company. 

For EnLervEeft esEesss ca£5 Lei.: €45351/2 


Furnished Flat In Western Shmelsanl 
FDR RENT 

Ground floor of 180 square metres in area consisting of 2 
bedrooms, guest room, living room, dining room, spa- 
cious kitchen, two bathrooms, glassed-in veranda, small 
garden, fence, special garage, central heating and 
telephone. 

Location: Western Shmeisani. Abdul Halim Al Nimer 
Street, near Bilal Mosque. Home No. 24. 

Call te?.: 664256/685593, Amman. 



Secretary required with following qualifications: 
-Reasonably good knowledge of Arabic and English 
languages. 

-Typing, Arabic & English. 

- Knowledge in operating word processor. 

- Shorthand. 

- Filing 

-Minimum one year experience in secretarial work. 

- Own car an advantage. 

Salary according to qualifications. 

Applications together with C.V. to be sent to: 

P.O.Box 1154 /Amman - Jordan 


S«!i-tiulKSivr compui- 
iUsm cr labels in standard 
ji and custom sizes. 

Personalize your 

labels by printing 

K l — your name, logo or 

min return address. 


Nishesiiib: Si Ebbini 
Fores produces all 
kinds of forms and 
labels, customized 
to uour unique 

requirements. 

- Continuous 
computer forms 

* Technical 
forms 

■ Special in- 
St celt 
items 


.* v vfwrak 


n*3KA5Hi3i £ 53513 FCftfflS 

Tel: OB /*? TV 88 ■ l»VhA 

. Tlsi El£2Bf eBIKl JD 
PXtSv -'S82&Anfenaii - dor 
































































































































World New 


Commonwealth military confronts 
sagging morale, divided loyalties 


• MOSCOW (AP) — Dispates be- 
■ tween former Soviet republics are 
. turning morale in the armed 
forces, and there are signs that 
- the devotion of soldiers to the 
“motherland” already has 
eroded, senior officers have said. 

Air Force Maj. Gen. Nikolai 
Stolyarov, chairman of the Per- 
sonnel Committee of the Com- 
monwealth armed Forces, said 
the defection of six SU-24 bom- 
ber pilots from Ukraine to Russia 
last week was especially worri- 
some. 

“This event... cannot be consi- 
dered good for morale,” Gen. 
Stolyarov told a news conference. 

Gen. Stolyarov and other 
members of die personnel com- 
mittee maintained that most sol- 
diers are still patriotic and follow 
orders. But they gave a remark- 
ably candid assessment of the 
psychological impact of the 
Soviet Union's demise and rifts 
within the 10-week-old Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS). 

A poll last month by the army 
! of hs own troops found that about 
80 per cent are “devoted to die 
defence of the motherland” and 
would follow their commanders’ 
orders without hesitation. That 
was down from 90 per cent last 
July, before the hardline coup 


Cambodian 
operation 
to cost 
$2 billion - 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
has disclosed plans for a hazar- 
dous $2 billion peacekeeping op- 
eration in Cambodia of about 

22.000 foreign staff to virtually 
run die entire country. 

The operation, called the U-N. 
Transitional Authority in Cambo- 
dia, includes 16,000 military, 
■3,600 police monitors, about 750 
.'civilians for administration. 
'Another 1,400 will assist in elec- 
'tions along with an estimated 
-56,000 Cambodians. 

Undersecretary-General 
Yasushi Akashi of Japan, who 
will head the mission, told repor- 
ters he estimated the effort, 
which he called the largest, most 
complex in U.N. history, would 
cost dose to S2 billion over 18 
months. 

“The operation at times may 
be less than perfect but unless we 
go in force into that country, the 
peace process which is already 
very precarious, very fragile, may 
start to disentangle and that’s 
danger we have to cope with.” 

Under a peace plan signed in 
Paris last October among Cambo- 
dia’s four warring factions, the 
United Nations was to disarm the 
combatants, help supervise key 
ministries, verify a fragile cease- 
fire now in effect and organise 
free elections to end decades of 
misery in the Indochina wars. 

A party to the election, as well 
as a governing interim council 
will be the Khmer Rouge, held 
responsible for the deaths of hun- 
dreds of thousands until the Viet- 
namese dislodged them in 1979. 

Mr. Akashi proposed the full 
military contingent of 15,873 be 
in Cambodia by the end of July, 
including 12 infantry battalions of 
10,200 members, 2.230 army en- 
gineers plus other support units. 

Cambodian forces are esti- 
mated at 200,000, and aimed 
militias of 250,000 are lodged in 
all villages carrying at least 

300.000 weapons and 80 million 
rounds of ammunition. 

The report also goes further 
than the Paris agreement by 
proposing 100 per cent demobi- 
lisation of the combatants where- 
as they had agreed to 70 per cent. 

Mr. Akashi said the Security 
Council would be asked shortly to 
back total disarmament before a 
new government takes office af- 
ter elections, planned for April or 
May 1993. He said be assumed 
the Cambodians would comply 
with council demands. 

Mr. Akashi disclosed that 250 
civilians would be needed to su- 
pervise Cambodia's civil adminis- 
tration and investigate human 
rights abuses while another 500 
U.N. officials would comprise a 
headquarters staff. 

The report also gave a preview 
of plans of a gigantic pre-election 
operation, including the organisa- 
tion and training of at least 56,000 
Cambodians to register 4.3 mil- 
lion voters and man polling 
places. 

Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
heads an interim Supreme 
National Council composed of 
the Vietnam-backed Cambodian 
government in Phnom Penh and 
die three guerrilla groups, includ- 
ing the Khmer Rouge, which 
fought against it 

Raising money for the opera- 
tion, following dose to half a 
billion dollars expected for 
Yugoslavia, will be a problem for 
a world body constantly on the 
Verge of bankruptcy. 


attempt and the breakup of the 
union, said Col. Pyotr Korcfaem- 
ny, head of the Personnel Com- 
mittee's Information Depart- 
ment. 

Col. Korcfaemny did not pro- 
vide details on the poll results or 
methodology. 

He said the drop of 10 percen- 
tage points “causes alarm, and 
the personal committee is plan- 
ning its efforts so that, at the very 
least, the percentage does not 
drop any more.” 

IBs comment reflected the dif- 
ficulty of defining the “mother- 
land” now that the 15 former 
Soviet republics are all indepen- 
dent and four of them — 
Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova and 
Azerbaijan — are setting op their 
own armies. 

Members of tbe Military Per- 
sonnel Committee would not say 
whether most soldiers feel their 
primary loyalty is to the Com- 
monwealth or to their native re- 
publics. 

Meanwhile former Soviet Pres- 
ident Mikhail Gorbachev criti- 
cised the CIS leaders Thursday, 
saying they were irresponsible 
and self-important, the TASS 
News Agency repotted. 

It was Mr. Gorbachev's 
strongest criticism of the Com- 
monwealth since he resigned as 


president on Dec. 25. 

Mr. Gorbachev told the Echo 
Moskvy radio station that as foe 
Commonwealth disintegrates, he 
was stunned by “flabbiness, self- 
importance and irresponsibility” 
of its leaders, ITAR-TASS re- 
ported. 

He told Echo Moskvy that he 
was surprised the leaders meet 
only once monthly, and added 
that the meetings usually have no 
results, ITAR-TASS said. 

“I cannot forgive my former 
co l leagues ,” ITAR-TASS quoted 
Mr. Gorbachev as telling Radio 
Moskvy. “Under present condi- 
tions, when all old ties are being 
disrupted, h is necessary to meet 
at least once a week, or even stay 
together until agreements are 
reached.” 

Since resigning, Mr. Gor- 
bachev has led a political think- 
tank he founded last summer 
called the Fund foT Socio- 
Political Research. 

Tbe stated goal of the organisa- 
tion, known as “Gorbachev’s 
fond” in the Russian media, is to 
organise political and scientific 
exchanges with foreign experts, 
prepare research reports for Rus- 
sian legislators and help politi- 
cians with election campaigns. 

In a separate development. 


Belgian medical group to 
boost aid to Karabakh 


BRUSSELS. Belgium (AP) — 
The Belgian humanitarian orga- 
nisation Mededns Sans Fron- 
tieres said Thursday it will in- 
crease its action in Nagorno- 
Karabakh where it described the 
situation as disastrous. 

The organisation, operating in 
Azerbaijan since June last year, 
was prompted by the new out- 
burst of fighting between Arme- 
nians and Azeris, which “has 
badly affected civilians from both 
communities.” MSF said in a 
press release. 

“Humanitarian principles are 
widely ignored,” MSF said. “The 
warring parties show increasing 
contempt for the fate of civilian 
populations,” MSF said. 

“Surgeons are reduced to using 
vodka as an anaesthetics,” MSF 
said. “Hospitals are facing 
dramatic shortages. There are 
few medicines, no electricity, no 
water, no heating. 

In addition. MSF said, “food 
stocks on both sides could soon 
run out.” 

“Many doctors fled the fight- 
ing.” MSF said, adding those sent 
on short-term assignments by au- 
thorities in Baku or Yerevan 
“have a very low morale.” 

MSF spokeswoman Anne- 
Marie Huby said all Belgian MSF 
members had returned from 
Nagorno-Karabakh but a team of 
about 10 would fly there next 
Monday with surgery equipment, 
drugs and food. 

She said local doctors are not 
experienced nor equiped to treat 
war wounds inflicted to the civi- 
lian population. “Although tbe 


region suffers from a dramatic 
shortage of medicines and medic- 
al supplies, transport of military 
supplies takes priority,” MSF 
said. 

“MSF relies on mflitaiy author- 
ities for helicopter transport of 
medical supplies to hospitals,” it 
said. “MSF volunteers have been 
the target of rocket fire on several 
occasions.” 


The main MSF base will be 
established in Agdam, she said. 
She added MSF members would 
meet Friday with the prime minis- 
ter of Azerbaijan, Gasan Gasa- 
nov, who is here for talks with the 
European Community and 
NATO. 

Mrs. Huby said it was impossi- 
ble to give the number of victims 
in Nagorno-Karabakh. It is 
generally estimated that the con- 
flict has killed 1,000 people in 
four years. Seventeen of 
Nagorno-Karabagh’s 57 villages 
have been burnt, she said. 

Meanwhile the bead of the 
former Soviet army has proposed 
setting up a peacekeeping force 
to halt fierce dashes in the dis- 
puted enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, where more than 20 
people were reported killed 
Wednesday. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said Yevgeny Shaposhnikov, 
head of the Commonwealth of 
Independent States (OS) Armed 
Forces, bad sent a letter to CIS 
heads of state saying urgent mea- 
sures had to be taken to stop 
fighting between Azeri and 
Armenian forces. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Congress wins elections in Punjab 


CHANDIGARH, India (AP) — The Congress Party won the 
Punjab state elections Thursday, gaining victory by default 
because intimidation by Sikh militants kept most voters at borne. 
Only 28 per cent of the troubled state's 11 million electorate voted 
Wednesday, the lowest turnout in history for any national or state 
election in India. Major Sikh parties, who have normally 
cheats ted Punjab politics, boycotted the elections, indirectly 
helping the Congress Party. Of the 79 results declared, tbe party 
won 60 seats, obtaining a majority in the 117-member legislature. 
Election were also held for Punjab’s seats in the federal 
parliament, and counting showed Congress Party ahead here too. 
Tbe largest opposition in the legislature was likely to be the 
Babujan Samaj Party, or Party of the Downtrodden, which won 
six seats. A Hindu party and the Communist Party of India won 
three seats each. Independents and smaller parties won the rest. 


S. Korea, Armenia establish ties 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea Friday established diplomatic 
relations with the former Soviet Republic of Armenia. A Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said the agreement on normalising relations 
was signed in Moscow. Armenia is tbe 12th former Soviet republic 
to set up full diplomatic ties with South Korea. 


Cuba executes killers of policemen 


HAVANA (R) — A firing squad in Cuba has executed two men 
who were convicted of killing four policemen in an unsuccessful 
bid to escape from tbe Communist-ruled island, state radio said 
Thursday." “The sentence against the Tarara murderers has been 
carried out,” Radio Rebelde said. The policemen were slain at 
Tarara, 15 kilometres east of Havana. Luis Miguel Almeida 
Perez, 24, and Rene Salmeron Mendoza, 22, were executed 
Wednesday, the radio said in a brief report. 


Salvadorean rightist leader dies 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — Roberto d’Auboissou, who died 
Thursday after a long struggle with canoer, was a virulent 
ami-Coinmunist widely accused of links to death squads that 
killed thousands of people during El Salvador's lefist insurgency 
in the 1980s. Tbe handsome, charismatic, former army major 
founded Arena, now El Salvador’s ruling party, and dominated 
the divided nation's politics for a decade. Mr. D'Aubuisson was 
stricken by a lethal form of cancer in the summer of 1991. To 
many, be will be remembered as the charismatic candidate who 
split open watermelons with a machete at campaign rallies in 1984 
while cxplasung, in colourful slang, that the centrist Christian 


Democrats with their Green Party colours were really red or 
Communists on the inside. 


U.N. 
to send 
14,000-man 
force to 
Yugoslavia 
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NATO Secretary-General Man- 
fred Woerner will press Russia 
and Ukraine to reach quick 
agreement over tbe shareout of 
military power during his first 
visit to the new Commonwealth 
of Independent States. 

Alliance officials say Mr. 
Woerner, who starts a trip to the 
two most powerful former Soviet 
republics Saturday, is worried the 
West’s plans to build a new secur- 
ity model for Europe might be 
derailed by an increasingly bitter 
row between them. 

It will be the first meeting 
between Mr. WoeroeT, a former 
West German defence minister, 
and Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk and Russian Preadent 
Boris Yeltsin. 

“1 am interested in their views 
on the future security framework 
which encompasses their states 
and our member nations,” Mr. 
Woerner told reporters earlier 
this week. 

In Moscow, a spokesman for 
Russian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev said Mr. Woerner would 
want to know how tbe new Com- 
monwealth was developing and 
what was happening to the armed 
fasce s — once tbe North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation’s arch- 
enemy. 


Bush sticks French Socialists in deep 
to economic trouble ahead of elections 

PARIS (R) — A month before expected to lose votes slight! 
moocono France votes in regional elections “The result could be a mass 

I I icooayc seen as a national political test, rejection of the political esc 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Security Council is expected to 
approve Friday the dispatch of a 
14,000-member U.N; peacekeep- 
ing force to Yugoslavia for an 
initial 12-month period, coundl 
members said Thursday. 

But they were still trying to 
find ways of trimming the cost of 
the operation, which according to 
preliminary U.N. estimates 
I would total a hefty $635 million in 
! the first year. 

Council members scheduled 
further private consultations Fri- 
! day in preparation for a public 
meeting later in the day. 

Advance elements of the U.N. 
force were expected to begin 
arriving in Yugoslavia within a 
matter of days. 

A draft resolution circulated 
amoqg council members Thurs- 
day would approve a recent re- 
port by Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali setting guidelines for 
the operation, to be called the 
U.N. Protection Force (Unpro- 
for). 

Council sources said Unprof or, 
to which some 30 countries have 
been asked to contribute person- 
nel, would be commanded by an 

Indian lieutenant-general though 
his identity has not yet been 
announced. 

The force is designed to pro- 
vide a breathing space while 
efforts continue to end the civil 
war, which erupted last June 
when Croatia declared its inde- 
pendence of tbe Yugoslav Fed- 
eration, prompting the republic’s 
Serb minority to take up arms, 
aided by the Serb-dominated 
federal army. 


PRESIDENT Bush plans no 
change in his message despite a 
blizzard of protest votes in New 
Hampshire, aides sakl Thursday. 
Democrat Paul Tsongas beaded 
for South Dakota’s primary bat- 
tleground while Gov. Bill Clinton 
campaigned in Florida as a defen- 
der of social security. 

“I don’t think the American 
people are rejecting tire presi- 
dent’s message,” White House 
spokeswoman Judy Smith said 
when asked about the 47 per cent 
of tbe vote Mr. Bush lost in 
Tuesday's New Hampshire prim- 
ary. 

Mr. Bush will press with cam- 
paigning for his economic {dan, 
Ms. Smith said. She rejected the 
notion that conservative challen- 
ger Patrick Buchanan’s strong 
showing in New Hampshire phis a 
raft of write-in votes could be a 
sign that tbe administration’s eco- 
nomic policies are not selling 
among Republican voters. 

“I don’t think New Hamsptrire 
indicates that at all,” she told 
reporters. “I think New Hamp- 
shire indicates that the president 
won. It indicates that New Hamp- 
shire voters are concerned about 
tbe economy, and so are people 
across this country. We wiQ ex- 
press our concerns and offer our 
plan.” 

Mr. Clinton, at a rally of sever- 
al. hundred in Winter Haven, 
Florida, made an appeal for sup- 
port from that state’s large retire- 
ment community, blasting die 
concept of a means test for medi- 
care and social security, at least 
until senior citizens are offered 
better long-term care. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Tsongas was 
trying to prove Ms New Hamp- 
shire victory was no fluke. He 
and Nebraska Sen. Bob Kerrey 
were campaigning in Tuesday’s 
primary state of South Dakota, 
which was also visited by Sen. 
Tom Haririn. 

Mr. Tsongas first headed to 
Maryland and then New York 
Wednesday for three ftmd-raiseis' 
in Greek- American neighbour- 
hoods, where he was greeted by 
cheering throngs. 

At the same tune Mr. Tsongas 
was trying to quell Democratic 
Party fears he was another 
Michael Dukakis, be echoed the 
1988 Democratic nominee’s oft- 
repeated tales of bis Greek im- 
migrant roots. 

But Democratic leaders, hop- 
ing for an electable candidate, 
were uneasy about accepting Mr. 
Tkongas as the front-runner, de- 
spite his 33 per cent showing in 
Tuesday’s New Hampshire prim- 
ary. 

Last week, when Mr. Clinton 
was reeling from questions over 
Ms character, Democrats specu- 
lated that a party heavyweight 
might come in to the void. 

But Wednesda y , mure than 40 
congressional Democrats en- 
dorsed Mr. Clinton, and congres- 
sional leaders criticised Mr. Tson- 


PARIS (R) — A month before 
France votes in regional elections 
seen as a national political test. 
Pre si de n t Francos Mitterrand’s 
Socialist Party is in deep trouble. 

Opinion polls forecast that the 
Socialists, buffeted by unemploy- 
ment, factional squabbles and fi- 
nance scandals, will lose at least a 
third of their support in the 
March 22 elections for 22 regional 
councils, averaging less flan 20 
per cent. 

Tbe Socialists seem set to lose 
control of tire last two regions 
they ruled — the north and 
Limousin. The desertion of 
working-class voters in industrial 
northern France, a traditional 
bastion, could be dramatic. 

In tbe key Paris and Marseille 
regions, surveys put the Socialists 
in a humiliating third place be- 
hind the mainstream Conserva- 
tive opposition and tbe extreme- 
right National Front 

Many voters seem bent on us- 
ing the regional poll to censure 
Mr. Mitterrand mid bis unpopu- 
lar Prime Minister Edith Cresson. 
The president is widely expected 
to reshuffle the government and 
perhaps fire Ms. Cresson after 
the election. 

But paradoxically die Union 
For France, an affiance of Paris 
Mayor Jacques Chirac’s neo- 
GaoIHst Rally for the Republic 
and framer President. Valery Gis- 
card d’Esteing’s centre-right Un- 
ion for French Democracy, is also 


expected to lose votes slightly. 

“The rest* could be a massive 
rejection of the political estab- 
lishment, not just of the Social- 
ists, with more than half of the 
electorate abstaining and a third 
of those who do cast ballots vot- 


ing for protest parties,” said Pier- 
re Giacometti of the B VA polling 


Bush daughter 
to marry aide 
to father’s critic 


institute. 

Jean-Marie Le Pen’s anti- 
immigration National Front may 
win up to 15 per cent nationwide, 
with two ecologist lists sharing 
another 15 or 16 per cent of the 
vote. 

The Comm unist Party, written 
off by commentators last year 
after the collapse of Soviet com- 
munism, is holding its share of 
the vote and may average 10 per 
cent, boosted by working-class 
discontent at the government’s 
austerity policies. 

Divisions among the Socialists 
have worsened their plight In the 
Provence- Aipes-Cote-d’Azur re- 
gion that includes the cities of 
Nice and Marseille, the faction- 
torn party is not running its own 
fist. 

It is backing a slate led by 
milli onaire businessman Bernard 
Tapie, cancer researcher Leon 
Schwartzenberg and fashion de- 
signer Daniel Hechter, none of 
whom are party ’members. 

But Mr. Tapie’s showmanship 
and attacks on National Front 
voters as “bastards” have alien- 
ated many local Socialists. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Pie*, 
'dent Bush’s only daughter 
Dorothy Bush Leblond, -j* 
straying across party fines toia& 
ry a top aide to one of her father’* 
most vocal critics. Rep. Richard 
Gephardt. Mr. Geph&dt is tbe 
leader of the Democratic Party ^ 
the House of Representative* — 
often the chief opponent on mea- 
sures proposed by the presides 
and Republican Parly. Last 
weekend Mrs. Le blond became 
officially engaged to Robert 
Koch, Mr. Gephardt’s 31-year- 
old administrative assistant, . 
according to sources. Barbate 
Bush’s spokeswoman Anna Pens 
confirmed the engagement and 
said no date has been announced 
for the wedding. The parents of 
the bride-to-be — who were cashg 
paioning in New Hampshire over 
the weekend when the engage- 
ment occurred — are ■‘thrffled," 
according to Ms. Perez. The wed- 
ding will be at Camp David file 
presidential retreat in the Mary- 
land countryside 94 kilometres 
outside Washington, Ms. Baez 
said. 


Korean talks end with 
North’s nuclear stonewall 


Tyson gets 
speeding ticket 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
Prime Minister Chung Won-Shik 
returned Friday from a four-day 
visit to Pyongyang maHraH by 
North Korean stonewalling on 
nuclear issues that Seoul says 
could chill warming inter-Korean 
relations. 

The disappointing session, the 
sixth time premiers of the two 
Koreas have met, did see accords 
on nop-aggressioii and nuclear 
arms agreed in December put 
formally into effect. 

But Mr. Chung foiled to prise 
from the North Koreans a timet- 
able for inspection of suspected 
nuclear arms development facili- 
ties, despite Pyongyang’s pre- 
vious agreement to allow such 


House speaker Thomas Foley, 
in an apparent slip of the tongue, 
may have telegraphed his uneasi- 
ness with a possible Tsongas 
Domination when he referred to 
the former Massachusetts senator 
as “Senator Dukakis." 

Mr. Tsongas scoffed at such 
criticisms, boasting about final 
returns that showed 3,677 New 
Hampshire Republicans and in- 
dependents wrote him in. 


North Korea’s stance left the 
returning South Koreans openly 
doubting that North Korea would 
keep to accords signed with so 
modi fanfare and hope. 

“The nuclear issue must be 
urgently resolved if we are to 
ensure tbe survival and well- 
being of tbe Korean people ” 
South Korean delegation spokes- 
man Lee Dong-Bok said on de- 
parture from the Northern capit- 
al. 

“We believe a solution must 
not be put off any further under 
any pretext,” Mr. Lee said. 

“Convincing measures toward 
that end should be taken at the 
earliest possible date in order to 
clean up domestic and interna- 
tional doubts as to whether or not 
these agreements will indeed be 
property implemented,” he said. 

Officials from tbe two Koreas 
— still technically at wax from the 
1950-53 Korean conflict — will 
meet in the border Hamlet of 
Panmnnjom next week to discuss 
tire nodear issue. 

The prime ministers also 
agreed to meet for a seventh 


session from May 5 to 8 in Seoul. 
The prime ministers' meetings 
begun in September 1990. 

South Korea, its allies and re- 
gional powers such as Russia and 
China, fear that Stalinist North 
Korea is developing nuclear 
weapons. Western analysts have 
said Pyongyang might have a 
crude device ready by next year. 

While Pyongyang last month 
signed a nuclear safeguards 
accord providing for international 
scrutiny of its facilities, it has yet 
to agree to a timetable for such 
inspections. 

Tbe North Koreans reiterated 
long-stated demands for tbe com- 
plete removal of U.S- troops 
from South Korea and for the 
release of dissidents held in South 
Korean jails. 

At a luncheon meeting with 
Mr. Chung, North Korean Presi- 
dent Kim D-Sung asserted North 
Korea was not even thinking ab- 
out developing nuclear weapons. 

Pyongyang’s attitude led many 
diplomats and South Korean offi- 
cials and commentators to con- 
dude Pyongyang was stalling for 
time, either to complete arms 
development or to move its less 
acceptable facilities to secret 
locations. 

“It is dear that Kim Q-Sung has 
changed his views neither before 
nor after the South-North accords 
and is still one-sided and sticking 
to his revolutionary principles,” 
tire Choson flbo newspaper said 
Friday. 

The non-aggression accord, in- 
itialled at the fifth premiers’ talks 
in Seoul last December, provides 
a basis for further reconciliation 
by banning subversion and slan- 
der, instituting mechansiins to 
prevent an accidentia! war, and 
ostensibly providing for ex- 
changes of people, goods and 
information. 


INDIANAPOLIS. Indiana _(R) 
— Former heavyweight cham- 
pion Mike Tyson, who is free oa 
bail while awaiting sentencing for 
rape, was arrested this week for 
speeding, police reported. Pdke^ 
said Tyson was caught doing 73 
mph (117 kmph) in an 55 tnpb 
(88.5 kmph) zone near Cleve- 
land. Ohio on Tuesday night. 
Tyson was driving to promoter 
Don King's nearby form, a police 
spokesman said. The forma; 
champion was ordered to appear 
in court on March 4 or admit gtah 
and pay a fine. Tyson, 25, is doe 
back in court in Indianapolis oo 
March 27 for the start of a three- 
day sentencing hearing on the- 
rape charge. He is expected to be 
sentenced to six to 10 yeas finder 
guidelines that would appfy in las 


Japan village 
offers four-legged 
fringe benefit 


Burma extends jail term of opposition leader 


TOKYO (R) — A remote 
Japanese village with a fast- 
dwindling population is ofiezmg 
free cattle and a fishing boat to 
try to lure three new res id e n ts. 
Chibu, a fishing and cattie- 
grazing community on the south- 
ern Oki Islands, win reward one 
settler with a small fairing boat 
worth about four uuffion yen 
($32,000). The other two will get 
between three and eight cows 
each. A cow is valued at about 

500,000 yen ($4,000) a village 
spokesman said. Chibu has seen 
it population plunge from a peak 
of 2,800 in 1950 to just 850 today." 
Will three more pairs of bands 
reaBy bety? “The three people 
probably bring their ldds with tbe® 
or if they are young wfll bufld a 
fondly,” the spokesman said. 
“Anyway, we might increase tbe 
number if there is demand.”. At 
present, though, the village does 
not expect more than a few ap- 
plications, he said. 


BANGKOK (R) — Burma's 
military junta has jailed the for- 
mer head of the main opposition 
party for seven more years and 
seems to be preparing to sentence 
other dissidents detained without 
trial, a political source said Fri- 
day. 

Tin Oo, chairman of the 
National League for Democracy 
(NLD) when be was detained in 
July 1989, was sentenced to three 
years in December that year for 
subversion. 

A military tribunal meeting 
two weeks ago at the jail near 
Rangoon added seven years to his 
sentence, said the source in tbe 
Burmese capita]. The junta has 
not announced the decision. 

Since Mr. Tm Oo’s detention 
the military has coerced the rem- 
nants of the NLD leadership into 
expelling him from tbe party. 

The source in Rangoon said 
Mr. Tm Oo’s increased sentence 
had raised fears that the junta 
might soon try his NLD colleague 
Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been 
held under house arrest, also 
since July 1989, but never tried. 

Mrs. Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
league’s gored secretary until she 
was expelled in the same manner 
as Mr. Tin Oo, was awarded tbe 
Nobel Peace Prize last year for 
standing up to what the award 
committee called “a regime char- 
acterised by brutality.” 

Tbe Rangoon source said the 
junta recently brought formal 
charges against Mis. Aung San 
Suu Kyi's personal assistant Ma 
Thanegi, who was detained at the 
same time as her. 


“They seem to be tying up 
loose ends and some people think 
they will probably move against 
Aung San Suu Kyi soon,” tbe 
source said. 

Under the terms the junta has 
set for Mrs. Aung San Suu Kyfs 
house arrest, ber detention can 
be extended to a maximum of five 
years. 

Tbe award of tbe NoMe Peace 
Prize brought a flood of interna- 
tional calls for her release and for 
the junta to hand over power to 
the NLD. 

The party won the May 1990 
genera] election by a landslide 
but instead of letting it govern the 
junta has arrested most of its 
leaders. Diplomats say the party 
has ceased to function as an 
opposition group. 

They say many local NLD offi- 
cials have resigned in protest at 
tbe remaining leadership's ac- 
quiescence to junta demands. 

Diplomats say the junta has 
jailed or forced into exile more 
than 100 of tbe 392 NLD politi- 
cians who won seats in tbe elec- 
tion. 

Among those in jail is Mr. Kyi 
Maung, who led foe NLD to its 
election win and was later sent- 
enced to 10 yean imprisonment 
at the age of 72 on what diplomats 
called trumped-up charges of dis- 
closing state secrets. His sentence 
was doubled in 1991. 

Diplomats believe there are 
several thousand political prison- 
ers in Burma. Reports of torture 
are frequent. 

Tbe militaiy came to power in 
1988 when it killed thousands of 


people to crush a nationwide 
uprising for democracy. 

In a separate development, the 
U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR), trying to 
organise food and shelter for 
more than 100,000 Burmese Mus- 
lims who fled to Bangladesh, 
wants talks with Rangoon soon to 
try to stop the influx. 

“The situation is very grave,” 
UNHCR official S.S. Wijeratne 
said in a newspaper interview 
published Friday. 


vided $ 100,000 and promised 
another SI million for the re- 
fugees, has appealed to govern- 
ments and agencies to rush help, 
c Th 'L French charity Mededns 
Sans Frontieres has flown in 38 
tonnes of medicines and other aid 
along with 40 medical workers. 
n/Iif European Commission 
Wednesday announced emergen- 

BmT* 500,000 ECU, 


Police confiscate 
magazine that 
printed false bill 


“UNHCR is likely to initiate 
talks soon with tire Burmese gov- 
ernment to stop the flow of 
Rohingya Muslim refugees to 
Bangladesh,” Mr. Wijeratne 
said. 

He told the Telegraph news- 
paper that the agency chief Miss 
Sadafco Ogota would have talks 
with U.N Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali soon and begin 
discussions with tbe Burmese 
government. 

Bangladesh Foreign Minister 
Mustafizur Rahman said in Brus- 
sels Wednesday that 70,000 re- 
fugees had crossed into Bang- 
ladesh, citing persecution by Bur- 
ma’s militaiy rulers. 

Unofficial estimates put foe 
number at more titan 110,000 and 
Mr. Wijeratne said the number 
cook! top 200,000 very soon. 

Up to 40 per' cent of the re- 
fugees, mostly die children, are 
.suffering from malnutrition wtik 
thousands of others have 
measles, diarrhoea or fever, 
ramp officials say. 

The UNHCR, winch has pro- 


“UNHCR will look after the 
bumamtanan pan of the problem 
... wide the political side win be 
looked into by the U.N. secretary 
ffaaeral,” Mr. Wijeratne told the 
Telegraph. 

The influx from west Burma’s 
Mnsura-majority Arakan state 
te§an early last year. The flow 
suddenly increased after Dec. 21 
^□ Burmese troops attacked a 
Bangladeshi security post, Kiting 
00^ soldier and wounding 


, Tbe sparked military 

of the horde? 
Bangladeshi militaiy mtefligence 
““os say Burma has deployed 

85 ,000 regular and paramilitary 
soldiers along tbe frontier. 

Mainly Buddhist Burma has 
sooiscd Bangladesh of sheltering 
Mushm Rohingya rebels fighting 
for an independent homelandS 
Arakan. Dhaka denies the 
charge. 

"The plight of the refugees will 
«fimtely worsen at the advent of 
the monsoon season,” Dr. Otfte 
Mary of Mededns Sans Frontieres 
told reporters in one of the 
m akeshaft camps Wednesday. 
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